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VIEWS VIA DYLAN HARVEY
 
“Check out  these from Kudos Tackle . . 
Owners Jack and Emma have supported TC 
Conservation Group -  The Legacy Project 
from the beginning and have become close 
fr iends.  In  support  of  my Young Angler 
Support  Group,  a  private  page https://www.
f a c e b o o k . c o m / g r o u p s / 8 3 9 3 6 2 9 3 1 5 4 1 4 2 7 
where I  a l locate  f ishing tackle  for  FREE 
to our local  young anglers  -  they have 
produced a  bespoke set  of  carbon distance 
st icks .  These wil l  be added to  the f irst  prize 
in  this  years  species  chal lenge competit ion 
that  includes a  custom set  of  rods by Chris 
Palmer Custom Rods and bait  packages from 
Essential  Baits .  My init iat ive runs purely  on 
donation and offers  -  so  please contact  me 
i f  you have any i tems that  you would l ike to 
donate and support  our young anglers  and 
the future of  angl ing.
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Dave Lane brought as the sad news of Keith Jenkins passing. 
“Over 40 years on and I have to say farewell to my longest standing 
friend. You go through a lot of life together, not just fishing time, 
when you have a friend for that long. Living just up the road from 
each other for many of those years meant parties, pub bands, 
late night drinking and Pink Floyd sessions.And, of course, night 
after night rolling bait . Most of these were at Jenks house not 
mine, as it was better stocked. I have no idea how Linda actually 
put up with me back then.

We had a ball though, and we breezed through the next 40 plus 
years without so much as a single argument. Gonna miss the 
sight of him thrashing his air guitar at the front of the room in 
defiance of the guy who was actually playing the notes, it always 
cracked me up. You will be sadly missed my old friend.”

KEITH JENKINS 
RIP
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J A C K  H O L D E N 
S A D LY 
P A S S E S

We were  saddened to  read v ia 
L e e  Jackson  of  the  p ass i ng  of 
re spected  an gler  Jack  Holden 
a t  such  a  youn g age .  L ee  sa id , 
“ I  s t i l l  fee l  a  b i t  n um b about 
th is ,  but  RIP  Jack  Holden . 
A  superb  an gler,  a  n i ce  man 
a nd a  good fr ien d to  most 
pe ople  that  kn ew him .  S leep 
pe aceful ly  youn g m an ,  save  a 
fe w swims  for  us  when  we get 
there ,  God b less  “

With his unmatched passion 
for carp fishing,  Craig needs 
no introduction to the fishing 
community.

His dedication to the craft , 
abil ity to adapt ,  and incredible 
catches speak for themselves, 
and we couldn’t  be more excited 
to have him representing Urban. 
Expect some epic content , 
solid tips,  and,  of  course,  some 
unforgettable catches.

C R A I G  M I T C H E L L 
A K A  C 4 R P Y C R A I G 
J O I N S  U R B A N
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Carp Chat

Save the date for this years 
‘Festival  of  Carp.’  The event 
will  be at  Horseshoe Lake in 
Lechlade on Saturday 12th July, 
it ’s  always a good social  event 
with something for everyone, 
we hope to see you there!

This year there will  be:
• Talks
• Angling companies 

demonstrating their 
products around the lake

• Angling Trust coaches 

helping youngsters to catch 
their f irst  f ish

• Casting demo’s and tuition
• Vintage tackle displays 

including a range of  ‘Carp 
Catchers Club’  items

• Vintage tackle and book 
sales

• Raffles
• An auction including many 

of  the late Chris Ball ’s  books 
plus other significant items

• Delicious food and drink
and much more . . .
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Existing members wishing to renew and those interested in 

joining Farnham Angling Society may now apply for the 2025-2026 

season via our website.  Please remember that you wil l  need an 

up to date passport style photo, a photo of your wife/partner i f 

you wish to include them, plus a photo of your Pike Stamp when 

applying. The Membership Office at Gold Valley wil l  next be open 

between 10:00 - 14:00 on Saturday 1st March 2025. Please note 

that it  wil l  not be open on Friday 28th February 2025. Opening 

times for the season ahead are as shown below: 1st March – 30th 

Apri l : Friday & Saturday: 10:00am-4:00pm 1st May – 30th June: 

Saturdays only: 10:00am-4:00pm 1st – 31st July: First Saturday of 

the month: 10:00am-4.00pm 1st August – 31st December: Online 

or postal  applications only 1st January 2026 – 28th February 2026: 

Postal  applications only Postal  applications may be made using 

the Renewal Form on Page 93 of your 2024-2025 handbook or by 

downloading an Application Form from our website.  Ian Gray, 

Honorary Secretary on behalf  of  The Executive Committee

FARNHAM RENEWALS



Carp Chat

F R E E L I N E  1 0

Existing members wishing to renew and those interested in 

joining Farnham Angling Society may now apply for the 2025-2026 

season via our website.  Please remember that you wil l  need an 

up to date passport style photo, a photo of your wife/partner i f 

you wish to include them, plus a photo of your Pike Stamp when 

applying. The Membership Office at Gold Valley wil l  next be open 

between 10:00 - 14:00 on Saturday 1st March 2025. Please note 

that it  wil l  not be open on Friday 28th February 2025. Opening 

times for the season ahead are as shown below: 1st March – 30th 

Apri l : Friday & Saturday: 10:00am-4:00pm 1st May – 30th June: 

Saturdays only: 10:00am-4:00pm 1st – 31st July: First Saturday of 

the month: 10:00am-4.00pm 1st August – 31st December: Online 

or postal  applications only 1st January 2026 – 28th February 2026: 

Postal  applications only Postal  applications may be made using 

the Renewal Form on Page 93 of your 2024-2025 handbook or by 

downloading an Application Form from our website.  Ian Gray, 

Honorary Secretary on behalf  of  The Executive Committee

FARNHAM RENEWALS
Carp Chat

F R E E L I N E  1 1

A r e  y o u  d o i n g  a l l  y o u  c a n  t o  p r e v e n t  p o a c h i n g  a n d  f i s h  t h e f t ? 

T h e  B u i l d i n g  B r i d g e s  m u l t i - l i n g u a l  s i g n s  a r e  p r o v i d e d  f r e e  o f 

c h a r g e, a n d  t h e  t e a m  e v e n  t u r n  u p  i n  p e r s o n  t o  a d v i s e  o n  s i g n 

p l a c e m e n t  a n d  b e s t  p r a c t i c e s  i n  g e n e r a l .  E l y  B e e t  S p o r t s  & 

S o c i a l  C l u b  A n g l i n g  S e c t i o n  a r e  o n e  o f  t h e  l a t e s t  r e c i p i e n t s  o f 

t h e  s e r v i c e, a n d  a r e  w o r k i n g  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e i r  w a t e r s  a n d  f i s h 

f r o m  h a r m .  O u r  e n f o r c e m e n t  w o r k  i s  f u n d e d  b y  f i s h i n g  l i c e n c e 

i n c o m e  a n d  d e l i v e r e d  i n  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  t h e  E n v i r o n m e n t 

A g e n c y.  F i n d  o u t  m o r e  a b o u t  o u r  m u l t i - l i n g u a l  s i g n s  s e r v i c e 

v i a  t h e  w e b s i t e.

ANGLING TRUST GOES 
MULTILINGUAL TO BATTLE 
THE ISSUE OF POACHING
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Saves £££s with your membership - 10% discount on day tickets 

to over 90 f isheries up and down the UK are just one of the great 

benefits of  Angling Trust and Fish Legal membership and includes 

venues such as Birkwood Farm Fisheries.  A family run business, 

Birkwood Farm Fisheries in Altofts near Wakefield, aims to offer 

anglers a great f ishing experience which is safe, clean, t idy and 

welcoming. The complex currently has 5 lakes: Main Lake, Frog Hall 

Lake, Molly’s Lake, Oscar’s Lake and Emily’s Lake with the total 

number of pegs in excess of 100. Carp in the Main Lake and Frog 

Hall  are getting up to almost 30lbs in size, and in Emily’s, Oscar’s 

and Molly’s Lakes the biggest Carp are now in the region of 20lbs. 

They also have plenty of other specie in the lakes, including: Roach, 

Rudd, Tench, Perch and Bream and have recently stocked F1 Carp 

in both Emily’s and Oscar’s Lakes. Find out more about Birkwood 

and al l  of  our other 10% discount venues at https://anglingtrust.

net/membership/discounts-day-season-tickets/

DISCOUNT DAY TICKETS 
VIA THE ANGLING TRUST
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Kudos make various custom rol ler  wheels  for  a  number of 
a larms including Nevi l les ,  ECU and ATT.  Custom made rol lers 
to  suit  your exist ing set-up in  a  variety  of  colours  form their 
extensive range –  mag option for  mk2&mk3 models  Nevi l les 
is  4mag as  standard whereas the older  models  benefit  from 
dif ferent  mag options to  suit  your f ishing style  ( less  mags = 
less  sensit ivity) .
•  large range of  colours
•  from £8.99 each
• www.kudostackle .com

KUDOS ALARM ROLLERS
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The Cube is perfectly proportioned to fit neatly in the car, giving you plenty 

of room for the rest of your equipment. Despite its compact size, it has a 5 

litre capacity and is capable of delivering 5,000 litres of clean water before 

the filter needs replacing. The integrated tap makes it easy to adjust the 

amount of treated water being released from the Cube, and its fast flow-rate 

of 1.25 litres per minute means there’s no waiting around, allowing anglers 

to enjoy a warming cuppa or stay hydrated safely on demand.

Made in Britain, this technology is backed by over 10 years of experience 

working in the humanitarian industry and it has been subjected to the 

highest possible tests for complete peace of mind.

Find out more about LifeSaver® and view its complete range, please visit 

https://iconlifesaver.com

LIFESAVER CUBE CLEAN 
WATER SYSTEM 
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Early  spring is  a  t ime that  most  anglers  welcome.  The return 
of  longer days ,  warmer weather and looking ahead to  more 
t ime f ishing in  the great  outdoors .  That  is  unless  you are 
al lergic  to  tree pol len,  when the del ightful  prospect  of  spring 
can be ruined by the impending doom of  hay fever.  Help is  at 
hand though.  Airborne al lergens expert  and creator  of  HayMax 
al lergen barrier  balm,  Max Wiseberg,  of fers  his  advice to  fel low 
hay fever  sufferers  to  make their  f ishing a  l i t t le  happier  this 
spring.
“The peak tree pol len season tends to  be in  Apri l ,”  says  Max, 

HAYMAX
HAY FEVER 
PRODUCTS
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“but  can be earl ier  depending on the type of  tree pol len you 
are al lergic  to .  The main tree al lergen,  birch,  pol l inates  in 
Apri l  unti l  early  May.  Ash and plane pol len also peak in  Apri l , 
and oak in  May.  Alder,  hazel ,  e lm and wil low peak earl ier,  in 
March.  But  this  depends on the early  spring weather and on 
the mildness or  severity  of  the winter.  A  mild winter  can mean 
earl ier  pol len.”
“As with al l  a l lergies ,  avoidance is  key.  I f  you are al lergic  to 
wheat ,  you avoid wheat ,  and i t ’s  the same with tree pol len. 
Only i t ’s  a  bit  tr ickier  as  pol len is  in  the air  we breathe.  So 
begin with an al lergen barrier  balm to help stop pol len gett ing 
in  your body.  I f  less  gets  in ,  there’s  less  for  your body to  deal 
with and less  for  i t  to  react  to .  Al lergen barrier  balms,  such 
as  HayMax,  which has been proven to  trap over one third of 
pol len,  are  applied around the nostri ls  and bones of  the eyes 
to  trap pol len.  Apply before you go out  f ishing and as  needed 
during the rest  of  the day.”
“Wearing wrap around sunglasses  whilst  out  f ishing,  and any 
t ime you’re  outdoors ,  wil l 
a lso help stop pol len gett ing 
in  your eyes and a  hat ,  cap or 
other head covering wil l  help 
prevent  i t  gett ing trapped in 
your hair.”
“Try to  t ime your act ivity  when 
pol len levels  are lower –  so 
avoid early  morning and early 
evening when pol len counts 
tend to  be at  their  highest .  And 
f inding out  which tree pol lens 



Carp Scene

F R E E L I N E  1 8

tread pol len around your home.  Washing your face ,  or  better 
st i l l  taking a  shower and changing your c lothes on your return 
wil l  get  r id  of  pol len from your body and the c lothes you are 
wearing.”
“And of  course there are many remedies ,  treatments  and natural 
products  avai lable  that  help deal  with the symptoms once they 
occur.  The body ’s  reaction to  too much pol len in  the body is  to 
produce histamines –  normal  amounts  are good,  as  they keep 
us  attentive and awake,  but  too many,  and we get  the common 
symptoms of  hay fever  –  sneezing,  i tchy eyes ,  streaming eyes , 
runny nose etc .  So antihistamine tablets  work by counteracting 
the af fects  of  the histamines.  Some are avai lable  over  the 
counter  from pharmacies , 
whilst  others  are avai lable 
only  on prescription.  Natural 
antihistamines are also 
avai lable ,  such as  quercetin 
and butterbur.”
“Antihistamine nasal  sprays 
can quickly  ease i tching, 
sneezing and watering but  are 
general ly  only  proof  against 
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mild symptoms.  Steroid nasal  sprays and drops reduce 
inf lammation in  the nose;  they work best  for  c learing nasal 
symptoms –  i tching,  sneezing,  watering and congestion –  and 
sprays sometimes clear  eye symptoms too.  Eye drops may help 
reduce i tchy,  watering,  swollen eyes .”
“And i f  one product  doesn’t  work try  combining treatments  – 
in  other  words create  your own ‘Hay Fever First  Aid Kit ’.  My 
recommendation is  an al lergen barrier  balm,  one (and only 
one)  antihistamine,  one (and only  one)  steroid nasal  spray, 
eye drops and one or  more natural  remedy.”
•  from £8.49
• www.haymax.biz
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DAVE WAKELIN

B ig Carp in Nottinghamshire were extremely hard to 
track down in the early 1980s and the odd water that 
was believed to have contained fish into that magical 
30-pound bracket big fish were definitely on the best 

kept secret list .
A very small group of us had Bleasby on our radar for the previous 
two years based on rumours of sightings of good fish from the 
match anglers within Mansfield Borough AA who owned the lakes 
– I had tracked down authenticated accounts of low doubles 
caught on free-lined swam mussel by a family member who had 
been tench fishing and had carp three or four carp, but we knew 
nothing of its real potential.  We continued to gather intel from 
club members and local anglers who had occasionally seen carp 
throughout the summer when bream fishing.
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DAVE WAKELIN
I  was total ly  gripped by carp angl ing at  that  t ime (and st i l l 

am);  i t  occupied so much of  my waking day,  thinking,  planning, 
making bait ,  walking around lakes ,  prebait ing and of  course 
being out  there frequently  at  the lakeside after  them.

Dave,  Spinner,  Ivan,  Rob and I  had been doing our homework 
for  some t ime before the magical  June 16 th opening week of  ‘85, 
and to  be fair  we had real ly  gone for  i t .  I  had been snorkel ing 
al l  over  the lake in  May and early  June,  plumbed it  to  death 
as  wel l  as  properly  mapping i t  from a cheap blow-up dinghy 
from Skegness .  We had created a  real ly  detai led map of  the 
ex-gravel  workings without  al l  today ’s  technology –  actual ly 
swimming i t  with the mask gave by far  the most  meaningful 
insight  having identi f ied the main features (two gul l ies  that 
ran from end to  end of  the rectangular  pit) .  Most  gravel  pits 
in  the Trent  val ley are dug with a  deep end corner that  acts 
as  a  draining sump,  and the nearest  gul ly  (when viewed from 
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ran from end to  end of  the rectangular  pit) .  Most  gravel  pits 
in  the Trent  val ley are dug with a  deep end corner that  acts 
as  a  draining sump,  and the nearest  gul ly  (when viewed from 
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the dyke bank) ran into this  s ignif icantly  deeper area.  This 
gul ly  was well  castable  with my Simpsons of  Turnford KMCF1s 
(thank you,  Roger Hurst  for  such beauti ful ly  bui l t  rods) , 
Cardinal  55s ,  11lb Sylcast  l ine and a  2oz hand painted ‘Arsley 
bomb’  lead (and that  was big  gear  then!) .
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other anglers  on the lake nor heard of  anyone even talking 
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we were at  least  confident  that  we’d have i t  to  ourselves ,  or  so 
we thought!  Bait  was a  magical  mystery then for  the majority 
of  us ,  and next  to  carp tackle  development i tsel f ,  the bait 
industry was real ly  start ing to  get  into gear.  There were a 
number of  good companies  emerging,  and there became an 
increasing number of  pioneer anglers  writ ing about  their 
recipes and mixes .  I t  was a  captivating t ime then.

Hutchie  and Maddocks were my icons of  the day then and 
my bait  was al l  hand rol led with ingredients  from Geoff  Kemp, 
Haiths  and Hutchinson’s  ‘Catch-Um’ label .  This  was my original 
Bleasby mix:

Fishmeal
•  Ground munchies  (a  dried cat  food –  the salmon and 

pi lchard was just  legendary)
•  PTX
• Yel low seed mix
• Blended milk  proteins 
•  Robin Red 

These formed the basis  of  the bait  that  rol led well ,  and to 
start  of f  with ,  in  1985,  i t  was not  f lavored other than with 
a  l i t t le  cod l iver  oi l .  With s ix  eggs ,  this  bait  has  worked 
throughout  the previous year  and was a  move away at  that 
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t ime for  us  from the mainly  semolina/soya loaded baits  that 
we had used previously  when we had al l  descended on the A1 
Pits  at  Muskam in the early  80s.

On to  the campaign…
Bleasby was a  paradise;  the main lake was large and 

rectangular  and with one side al legedly not  f ishable  (as  i t  was 
almost  inaccessible  when we f irst  started there) .  There were 
also three smaller  lakes on the complex with some connectivity 
between them al l  that  made i t  a l l  the more intriguing.

The opening weekend was interesting –  we rocked up early 
the day before the season started only  to  f ind another group 
of  Bleasby pioneers  there who had exactly  the same thought 
processes as  us .  They were chasing the rumours too and they 
had hoped to  be the f irst  to  ‘properly ’  carp f ish i t  in  anger. 
After  a  momentary Mexican standoff  between our groups, 
we got  our stories  out  and real ised we were al l  decent  guys 
looking for  somewhere special .  They became good mates , 
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and our col lect ive stories 
eventual ly  would r ival  any 
other emerging big  carp water 
of  that  era –  special  t imes.

Nick,  Jez ,  Richie ,  Alan et  a l 
had seen f ish that  we hadn’t 
in  the c lose season,  and they 
made their  start  on the big 
lake for  the opening week.  On 
the other  hand,  we targeted 
the smaller  lakes for  the f irst 
couple  of  days and just  caught 
tench –  they kept  the opening 
couple  of  days’  success  a 
secret  at  the t ime,  but  when 
they started to  extend their  hol idays that  week and stay on the 
lake,  we knew something was happening (craft iness  was a  key 
ski l l  then too!) .  The secret  blew when I  went  back a  week later 
having crammed in a  few days’  leave and stood with Spinner 
behind Nick who was set  up on the Point  (a  very commanding 
swim looking up the big  lake)  one early  afternoon. 

Nick was frying some week-old bacon ( i t  real ly  was a  f luoro 
green colour!)  when his  left  hand rod bent  around to  the left 
with a  real  humph.  As we stood recovering from a couple  of 
quick pints  in  the Wagon and Horses ,  the s ize  of  the carp on the 
other end became apparent  by the ef fort  needed to  land what 
weighed in  at  a  staggering 29lbs ,  and this  beauti ful ly  plated 
mirror  is  st i l l  embossed on my mind.  This  was a  spectacular  f ish 
back in  the day,  and i ts  capture became a  real  game changer. 
Our intuit ions were col lect ively  r ight:  we had dropped on 
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what was to  be the start  of  a  very special  relat ionship with 
this  iconic  Midlands lake.

Gett ing the rods in  was now the priority.  I  sett led for  a  swim 
on the dyke bank,  and although I  hadn’t  f ished i t ,  I  had seen 
i t  from both the boat  and more importantly  by snorkel ing i t , 
so  I  knew exactly  what  I  was going to  do and why.  The gul ly 
was a  couple  of  meters  wide;  the far  s ide a  pretty  straight 
s ide and the near  s ide was gently  s loping.  I t  was s i l t  l ined 
and had a  l i t t le  weed but  was predominantly  c lear.  The Point 
swim where Nick was set  up was to  my right .  I  bel ieved I  could 
intercept  f ish in  this  spot ,  as  they moved up and down the 
gul l ies  fol lowing the wind and therefore the food.

Pond weed columns existed in  this  area of  the lake;  I  knew 
where they were and that  they were ful l  of  water  sai ls  because 
I  had swam around them and examined them weeks before. 
The wind was r ight  for  my spot  that  day –  warm – left  to  r ight 
down the lake and in  essence funneling warm water  down the 
gul l ies  to  the deeper drainage sump area of  the lake –  i t  did 
look perfect .

150 baits  were 
catapulted out  to 
a  marker f loat  (I 
used to  count  them 
then for  each rod) 
onto the s loping 
side of  the gul ly  50 
yards or  so from 
the bank.  Two-
bait  str ingers  were 
attached,  and al l 
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three went  out  across  this  baited area on bottom baits .  S imple , 
no-tangle  r igs  were t ied with Cort land Micron braid (dyed 
brown and green) .  The hooks were Drennan Super Special ists 
6s ,  hook l inks were 8ins  long,  and the hair  was t ied to  come 
off  the shank midway by tying i f  of f  with whipping thread. 

I  remember the feel ing I  had that  day clearly  –  i t  was one of 
huge excitement and anticipation only  experienced when you 
are pioneering on a  new,  hardly  f ished carp water  –  everything 
was unknown,  and my thoughts  were al l  about  what  could be. 
The now cult  Bamford Optonics  were f ine-tuned for  act ion and 
accompanied by my shiny new Kinder Egg Surprise  homemade 
indicators  on cut-down brol ly  r ibs  (thanks to  fel low BCSG 
member Shaun Harrison for  the design) .  I  had the gear;  I  just 
needed the carp!

As afternoon turned into evening,  the lake looked majest ic 
with warm winds in  my direction;  everywhere was lush green 
and the peacefulness  of  the place was breathtaking.  Fish f ingers 
pan were devoured off  the frying,  and a  couple  of  cans later, 
a l l  was just  perfect .  Bleasby was just  the place to  be.  At  6 .15 
pm,  with no prior  warning,  a l l  hel l  broke loose.  The r ight  hand 
rod closest  to  the deeper end roared off ,  and l ine peeled from 
the spool  with the yel low Kinder Egg ratt l ing uncontrol lably 
behind the rod eye.  Grabbing the rod,  i t  bent  so hard in  my 
hand that  I  had absolutely  no control  of  the beast  on the other 
end as  i t  started a  30-yard run to  my left ,  crossing over the 
other two rods and running around a  big  wil low immediately 
to  my left .  I  just  couldn’t  put  any pressure on i t  that  could s low 
it  down.  Real is ing disaster  inevitably  awaited i f  I  continued 
with so much force ,  I  eased off  and tr ied the “I ’ l l  dummy it” 
approach by real ly  easing off  the torque to  see i t  s lowed in 
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i ts  anger as  i t  powered toward the wil low tree.  Well ,  the plan 
didn’t  work at  a l l ,  and the carp came to a  halt  in  i ts  sunken 
branches.

With no t ime to  waste ,  I  was down to my M&S underpants 
(they only  did white  then) .  The lads al l  gathered around with 
cameras and landing nets  to  try  to  assist  as  we al l  real ised 
something decent  had come into play here.  I  remember wading 
around the tree up to  my waist  and thinking al l  the t ime, 
‘ I ’ve  lost  i t !  I ’ve  lost  i t ! ’  The l ine was motionless;  I  could feel 
nothing!  Then with a  s inking heart ,  my right  hand felt  the l ine 
tug,  and i t  was game on again.  I  couldn’t  see anything init ial ly 
unti l  I  parted some wet  branches and leaves and there she sat 
midwater,  facing towards me.  Spinner gently  passed the net 
to  me,  we lowered i t  in  under her,  and I  s lowly l i f ted the cord 
over her  head.  I t  was netted and secured –  job done.  This  f ish 
probably hadn’t  ever  been hooked before,  so  i t  c learly  wasn’t 
too alarmed by what  was happening at  this  stage,  and with 
hindsight ,  i t  was very compliant .

There was a  huge sense of  excitement and almost  a  quietness 
at  the same t ime.  There was a  dawning real i ty  that  this  was a 
very big  carp for  Nott inghamshire and the Midlands,  so  with 
f ish across  my chest ,  I  stood and for  a  moment and reveled in 
the glory of  the capture of  my f irst  Bleasby carp.  At  33lb 4oz, 
the mirror was c learly  huge and remained the lake’s  biggest 
for  over  s ix  years .  I  caught  her  again a  couple  of  years  later 
at  a  s l ightly  lower weight ,  as  did Shaun Harrison.  This  f ish 
remains etched in  our minds –  a  proper ‘old  school ’  capture. 
Interestingly,  Shaun caught  i t  from off  the Point  swim,  but 
in  the same area where I  had hooked i t .  I  am convinced that 
big  carp have their  favorite  places ,  and I ’d  say never ignore a 
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spot  where a  big  f ish has previously  been caught .  That  evening 
real ly  turned out  to  be special… The rods were wound in ,  and 
off  to  the Wagon we strol led t i l l  very late ,  as  I  remember.  Phi l 
the landlord loved us;  we made him laugh,  we f i l led his  t i l l 
and the pool  table  with money and caused no problem for  him.

The next  morning at  about  6am,  the left  hand rod roared off 
this  t ime and the second Bleasby carp was well  hooked and 
batt l ing .  With a  rather  ‘ thick head’,  I  was in  again.  At  22lb 
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14oz,  this  f ish was just  as  good for  me as  the 33 –  i t  was what 
i t  represented and meant  to  me that  real ly  mattered,  not  just 
i ts  s ize .  I  do wish modern day anglers  would talk  more about 
what  they think and feel  about  the pastime of  angl ing i tsel f 
and not  obsess  with notching up “at  a l l  cost”  tal l ies  of  20s / 
30s,  40s and 50s –  just  being there at  places  l ike Bleasby in 
the 80s was good enough.

I  enjoyed several  years  there and caught  some great  f ish ,  and 
every one counted,  as  i t  certainly  wasn’t  an easy place to  get  to 
grips  with.  The memories  of  rol l ing fresh bait  up on the bank, 
which I  regularly  did ,  makes lads chuckle  when I  talk  about 
i t  now,  but  i t  worked,  and I  do think i t  a l l  contributed to  the 
picture.  Hand rol led pop-ups with 10mm poly bal ls  inserted 
into them from Terry Eustace’s  Gold Label  brand became a 
real  edge the fol lowing summer,  and these accounted for  some 
belt ing f ish when presented over weed in  the shal lows after 
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heavy prebait ing throughout  the c lose season.
Having moved onto Hutchy ’s  Cinnamon for  the 1986 pre-

season bait ing campaign,  st i l l  using the same base mix ,  the 
carp were l i teral ly  r ipping up the weed for  the bait  days before 
the season kicked off .  We had the lake to  ourselves  this  t ime 
with just  a  few other local  anglers ,  so  i t  was potential ly  game 
on i f  we kept  bait ing and the f ish didn’t  move off  to  spawn 
before June 16 th.

I  had mastered a  way of  using pieces  of  lead to  balance 
the baits  to  s i t  up off  the weed,  and then they would drop 
slowly after  a  few minutes  of  taking on the lake water.  They 
worked better  for  me than my microwaved pop-ups (who does 
that  now?) ,  as  being much softer,  they released their  f lavour 
quicker and reacted more l ike free baits  when disturbed.

The f ish started to  come l ike c lockwork that  week at  around 
5-5.30am.  I  kept  adding more days off  to  my hol iday without 
any trouble  –  one of  the benefits  of  my boss  being an angler 
and a  real  gent  too.  Rol l ing boi l ies  in  batches of  three or  four 
pounds in  weight  behind the swim was an alternate day routine, 
and with bright  red 
stained hands and the 
spice smell  of  c innamon 
everywhere,  i t  wasn’t 
that  hard to  work out 
what  I  was using.

Not  al l  the years  were 
productive though as 
the pressure grew on 
the lake because of 
loose tongues.  Although 
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i t  wasn’t  my style  to  talk  about  the f ish we had caught ,  i t  was 
inevitable  the word would break out ,  which i t  eventual ly  did . 
Some good anglers  came and went  after  they had had a  few f ish, 
and fair  play to  them al l ,  I  say.  They fol lowed their  passion, 
and I  do respect  them for  i t .  There’s  always more to  write 
about  this  legendary Midlands complex:  other opening week 
sessions,  winter  f ishing and mass bait ing partic le  success  off 
the long is land,  but  another day perhaps. 

Why was  the  ‘ o ld  school  era’  so  enjoyable ,  and  now why 
i s  i t  so  fo n dly  ta lked  about  at  carp  meet ings  I  go  to  and 
on  soc ia l  m edi a  group  p ages?  Wel l ,  for  me i t ’ s  about  a  few 
things :  i t  was  d i scovery  t ime,  and everyone  was  learning 
together  –  wr i t ten  m ater ia l  and informat ion  about  bai ts ,  r igs , 
a nd  styles  o f  carp in g  were  a l l  l imited .  We weren’ t  saturated 
w ith  magazi n es  an d advert is ing ;  i t  was  never  about  looking 
g ood on  the  ban k an d a l l  walking  around in  the  same o l ive-
c olored  c lothi n g ,  an d  there  weren’ t  r ig  books  and pre-t ied 
r igs  avai lable ,  n or  were  the  there  vast  amounts  of  ba i ts  and 
c ompanies  to  buy  from .  Many of  us  made our  gear  then;  we 
whipped rods  up ,  m ade bi te  indicators  and adapted  our  o ld 
c oarse  f i sh i n g  gear  to  do  the  job .  We scratched about  for 
b a i t  rec ipes  an d in gredients ,  experimented  with  s tuf f  f rom 
the  supermarkets  an d wore  whatever  o ld  c lothing  we had 
that  was  war m .  Fun dam ental ly  f i sh  s ize  wasn’ t  the  major 
dr iver  for  m any  –  yes ,  we  wanted  decent  f i sh ,  but  i t  wasn’ t  an 
ob sess ion  then .  What  was  indeed obsess ive  was  want ing  more 
of  the  cam arader i e  that  ex is ted  on  these  types  of  venues  and 
sy ndicates .  The  p eop le  I  chose  to  f i sh  with  then  and indeed 
now are  s t i l l  are  my  greatest  f r iends .  The  carp  scene  at  that 
t i me was  j ust  so  m em orable  for  me. 
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on  soc ia l  media  group pages?  Wel l ,  for  m e i t ’ s  about  a  fe w 
things :  i t  was  d iscovery  t ime,  and ever yon e  was  learni ng 
together  –  wri t ten  mater ia l  and infor m at i on  about  bai ts ,  r ig s , 
and  styles  o f  carping  were  a l l  l imited .  We weren’ t  saturate d 
with  magazines  and advert is ing ;  i t  was  n ever  about  looki ng 
good on  the  bank and a l l  walking  aroun d in  the  same o l ive -
colored  c lothing ,  and  there  weren’ t  r ig  books  an d pre-t i e d 
r igs  avai lable ,  nor  were  the  there  vast  am oun ts  of  ba i ts  a nd 
companies  to  buy  from.  Many of  us  m ade our  gear  then;  we 
whipped rods  up ,  made bi te  indicator s  an d adap ted  our  o l d 
coarse  f i shing  gear  to  do  the  job .  We scratched about  fo r 
bai t  rec ipes  and ingredients ,  experi m en ted  with  s tuf f  f rom 
the  supermarkets  and wore  whatever  o ld  c lothi ng  we ha d 
that  was  warm.  Fundamental ly  f i sh  s i ze  wasn’ t  the  major 
dr iver  for  many –  yes ,  we  wanted  decen t  f i sh ,  but  i t  wasn’ t  a n 
obsess ion  then .  What  was  indeed obsess ive  was  want ing  more 
of  the  camaraderie  that  ex is ted  on  these  ty p es  of  venues  a nd 
syndicates .  The  people  I  chose  to  f i sh  wi th  then  and inde e d 
now are  s t i l l  are  my greatest  f r iends .  The  car p  scene  at  tha t 
t ime was  just  so  memorable  for  me. 

DAVE WAKELIN
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I  haven’t  been back to  the great  Bleasby complex for  some 
years  now.  What ’s  pleasing though,  is  to  know that  i t  is  in  very 
safe  hands and now run by another Bleasby veteran who fel l 
in  love in  with the place so much he decided to  buy the r ights 
to  i t  when Mansfield Borough AC eventful ly  sold i t .  Those ‘old 
school  days’  were magical  –  we must  al l  try  to  kept  the spirit 
of  real  pioneering carp f ishing al ive ,  and I  am pleased to  say 
that ’s  my experience of  the essence of  the BCSG,  a  group of  old 
schoolers  who in  the main want  to  do just  that .

DAVE WAKELIN
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DEREK STRITTON

I was born in  London’s  East  End at  the end of  the Second 
World War.  I t  was a  great  t ime for  kids ,  even i f  money 
and every other  commodity  was in  short  supply.  There 
were bombsites  to  play on aplenty,  even i f  we didn’t 

understand the danger involved,  and proper mates  to  play 
there with.  Like every other  youngster  of  my generation,  I 
dreamed of  two things:  I  wanted to  grow up to  be a  professional 
footbal ler  or  a  cricket  player for  England.  My dad didn’t  rate 
either!  He often pointed out  to  me that  the top wage for  a 
footbal ler  of  the t ime was £20 a  week,  and I ’d  never get  r ich 
or  earn a  l iving l ike that!  Although I  played both footbal l  and 
cricket  at  every opportunity,  my dad took i t  upon himself  to 
teach me another leisure opportunity,  that  of  f ishing!  “You’ l l 
l ike  i t ,”  he said .  “And the great  thing is  you can do i t  on your 
own,  whenever and wherever you wish.”  I  wasn’t  sure at  the 
t ime,  but  the passing of  years  has taught  me what  profound 
words my dad spoke,  as  he did many t imes in  his  l i fet ime.
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DEREK STRITTON
In  the late  1940s and 1950s,  the East  End was gi f ted with 

many places  to  f ish:  the Rivers  Roding and Lea,  the ponds of 
Epping Forest ,  the gravel  pits  excavated immediately  after  the 
war in  Dagenham,  Ockendon and other parts  of  Essex to  name 
but  a  few.  As a  young boy,  I  was in  my element ,  f ishing with, 
and learning from,  my dad and others  in  an environment that 
was safe ,  and at  a  t ime when there were f ish aplenty to  be 
f ished for  and caught .  I  learned quickly,  and because of  my 
teachers ,  wel l .  Because l i fe  was the way i t  was,  and f ishing 
was one of  l i fe ’s  adventures ,  one quickly  made fr iends with 
other l ikeminded individuals .

I  caught  f ish of  a l l  species ,  many of  which might  go 
unrecognised by today ’s  current  generation of  anglers: 
st ickleback,  minnow,  bul lhead,  loach,  gudgeon,  roach,  rudd, 
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dace,  barbel ,  tench,  perch,  pike,  chub and even crucian carp. 
I t  wasn’t  unti l  that  special  school  vis it  to  the London Zoo as  a 
primary school  pupil  that  I  found and began to  fal l  in  love with 
carp.  I t  was probably towards the end of  the 1950s when,  with 
al l  my classmates ,  I  was set  free on the London Zoo,  equipped 
with a  c l ipboard,  penci l  and questionnaire ,  which had to  be 
completed after  vis it ing the various enclosures that  existed 
there at  the t ime.  I  fa i led miserably  that  day!  I  made my init ial 
vis it  to  the aquarium and spent  the rest  of  the t ime drooling 
over “Clarissa”,  Richard Walker’s  record Redmire common 
carp.  I  spent  so long there that  I  was suitably  admonished 
by my fai lure to  answer other questions when I  eventual ly 
returned to  school!

I t  was  a  few year s  la ter  that  I  saw my f i rst  “proper” 
ca rp  angler.  I  was  f i shi ng  at  Bent  Marshal ls  gravel  p i ts  in 
D agenham  wi th  my  dad when I  wandered of f  looking  for  a 
m ore  product ive  swim ,  as  k ids  were  prone  to  do  in  those 
t imes .  C lam beri n g  down  an  embankment ,  I  came upon a  s i lent 
m an,  sat  bes ide  two m atching  cane  rods ,  perfect ly  matched 
a nd paral le l ,  as  they  rested  by  the  water.  I  asked had he 
ca ught  any thi n g ,  but  n o  answer  was  forthcoming .  I  was  both 
confused  an d em bar rassed ,  th inking  at  f i rs t  the  man might  be 
de af .  I  sho uld  have  kn own better… c learly  I  had  just  entered 
the  s i lent  an d secret  world  of  the  carp  angler,  which  my dad 
eventual ly  ex p la i n ed to  me later.

Another s ignif icant  moment in  my init iat ion with carp was 
a  vis it  to  the Queen El izabeth Hunting Lodge on the edge 
of  Epping Forest  in  Chingford.  I t  had been converted into a 
museum,  and there on the walls  were cased f ish ,  large carp 
that  had been caught  in  the Epping Forest  ponds including the 
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Warren Po n d j ust  across  the  road .  A  carp  angler  was  born , 
a nd what  fo l lows are  “p ictures”  and stor ies  f rom the  years 
that  fo l lowed.

Without  any  shadow of  a  doubt ,  the  most  exc i t ing  per iod  of 
my carp  f ishin g ,  sp ecim en hunt ing  f i shing  l i fe  was  during  the 
e a rly  years  o f  learn in g  my trade .  My f i rst  ever  carp  f ishing 
se tup  com p r ised  a  p ai r  o f  honey  coloured glass  Capel la  Carp 
Master  rods ,  m atched to  two Ambidex  ree ls .  There  were  no 
r igs ;  s imp ly  a  hook t i ed  on  the  l ine .  Much of  my f ishing  in 
the  Forest  p on ds ,  for  hard  f ight ing  common (wi ld ie)  type 
c a rp  was  s im p ly  free l i n ing  lobworm or  a  bunch of  brandl ing 
worms.  I  would  sp en d the  t ime from dawn wandering  the 
b a nk lookin g  for  areas  of  c loudy  water  caused by  groups  of 
c a rp  d iggin g  away  in  the  s i l t  and  bubbl ing  l ike  mad.  A  worm 
f reel ined  am on g them  would  at  t imes  br ing  about  a  b l is ter ing 
run  when o n e  of  them  found the  bai t .  They  were  not  b ig  f i sh , 
b ut  what  they  lacked i n  s ize ,  they  more  than  made up  for  in 
a mbit ion!  As  n o  on e  kn ew how big  they  might  be ,  every  one 
was  a  poten t ia l  m on ster. 

At  this  t ime in  my angl ing l i fe  there were only  three r igs: 
the freel ined method just  mentioned for  bottom f ishing and a 
freel ined method for  surface f ishing with crust ,  l ink-ledgered 
crust ,  which we referred to  as  balanced crust .  Or  for  freel ining 
bread paste ,  or  sausage paste  as  i t  became,  we employed a 
short  piece of  plast ic  tube above the hook.  A small  crust  pad 
was rested in  the bend of  the hook to  support  the egg-shaped 
paste ,  and the plast ic  tube was pushed into the top of  the 
paste  to  prevent  the l ine from sl ic ing through i t  on the cast . 
Folklore said carp didn’t  l ike  resistance!  As  I  moved into the 
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e a rly  1970s ,  the  Cap el la  rods  were  swapped to  some green 
gl ass  rods  of  the  faster  taper  var iety,  and  the  Ambidex  ree ls 
were  swap p ed for  M i tchel l  300s .  I  a lso  began to  widen the 
number  of  f i sher i es  to  inc lude  South  Essex  Carp  F ishery, 
Moor  Hal l ,  South  Weald ,  Lake  Meadows and Shangri -La  near 
C l acton  in  E ssex .

At  the start  of  the 1970s,  I  began to  travel  to  Kent  with my 
fr iend,  J im Twitchett .  We f ished odd sessions at  Brooklands 
and Horton Kirby,  but  our main attention focussed on the lakes 
at  Darenth,  which were control led at  the t ime by Hal ls  Angl ing 
Scheme.  Our init ial  ef forts  were on what  is  now known as  the 
Tip Lake,  but  we moved to  f ish on the Big  Lake the fol lowing 
year  when it  became one of  the f irst  lakes to  be opened for 
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close season f ishing.  I t  was around this  t ime that  courtesy 
of  J im,  we discovered trout  pel lets  and began to  grind them 
into a  powder and mix them with groundbait  to  use as  a  paste 
for  bait .  Our catches rose dramatical ly,  even more so when 
we accessed freeze-dried shrimp and added that  into the mix . 
Courtesy of  my fr iends Dick Gayner,  Paul  Gower,  Dick Bodie 
and Chris  Ford,  we also discovered Waveney Val ley lakes in 
Norfolk ,  and J im and I  had a  few mult iple  catches on C Lake, 
one of  which was witnessed by Peter  Mohan and led to  my 
membership of  the BCSG. 

Around the same t ime,  I  a lso got  to  know Bob Morris  and Cl i f f 
Webb who were two very successful  anglers  f ishing at  Darenth 
at  the t ime.  I  have to  say,  I  learned much from them both – 
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something for  which I  am st i l l  grateful  to  this  day.  In  1972, 
I  met  Fred Wilton through Bob,  and I  a lso read his  art ic les 
about  “high protein baits”  in  the BCSG magazines of  the t ime. 
I  was both fascinated and intrigued,  part icularly  when I  saw 
the results  Fred and those who f ished with him were achieving 
on the bait .  After  years  of  using naturals  and paste  baits  here, 
we were for  the f irst  t ime given an opportunity  to  f ish with 
a  skinned bait  (or  boi l ie  as  i t  became known),  which was left 
a lone by other species  of  f ish .

To say that  the world changed doesn’t  do just ice  to  what  was 
about  to  happen.  A group of  anglers  f ishing with Fred started 
to  have amazing catches .  Bob Morris  became the f irst  angler 
to  catch 100 double  f igure carp in  a  season.  This  occurred at  a 
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t ime when the average carp angler  of  the day was catching 10! 
Because of  my fr iendship with Bob,  I  was invited to  join Fred’s 
bait ing team the fol lowing year.  My f ishing world was about  to 
change!  We were catching f ish on Fred’s  baits  l ike  they were 
going out  of  fashion,  and so i t  continued to  be for  the next 
couple  of  years .  We absolutely  hounded the f ish in  the Big 
Lake and Tip Lake using Fred’s  baits  and bait ing approach.  We 
also put  Fred’s  baits  to  good use on an Essex lake that  became 
known as  Litt le  Grange in  the years  that  fol lowed.

As an aside,  because of  my involvement in  the BCSG,  I  was 
often cal led upon to  interview prospective members of  the 
group.  Two notable  names that  come to mind from that  period 
were Kevin Nash and sometime after,  Kevin Maddocks.  I  mention 
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