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So we finally have a new British record 

carp of 68lb 8oz from Waterside. Well done 

to the capture Mike Nixon. Unfortunately 

we heard this week that the Waterside 

Common as it was known died. It had 

been under tremendous pressure for some 

time and was being caught almost every 

week recently.  This is a pattern we often 

see before fish die. A part of me can’t help 

feeling a bit sorry for the fish that find 

themselves in this position. I have heard 

of carp being ‘retired’ to non-fishing lakes. 

On small venues there’s no where for the 

carp to retreat to. Should we be a little 

more respectful of our carp when they get  

into this dying pattern or is there too much 

money involved in removing your lake’s 

biggest carp to let it retire in peace? 

BIG CARP and FREE LINE ADVERTISING PRICES SLASHED!
SOCIAL MEDIA ADVERTISING NOT AS EFFECTIVE?
Want to grow your business? We can put your products in f ront  of  a 
massive new audience.  Emai l  me at  info@bigcarpmagazine.co.uk or  cal l  me 
07768731425 for  the latest  deal .
I  promise you i ts  cheaper than you think.  Both magazines are FREE! Our 
readership is  HUGE!
Join me in the UK’s favourite carp magazines with over  40 years of 
experience in carp f ishing publ icat ions. 
Rob Mayl in
See both magazines FREE here -  www.freel inemagazine.com

Editor/Publ isher
Rob Mayl in
Bountyhunter 
Publ icat ions
44 Herbs End
Cove, Hampshire
GU14 9YD

07768 731425
info@bigcarpmagazine.
co.uk

Design & Production
James Harr ison

Advert is ing Sales
Bountyhunter 
Publ icat ions
mobi le  07768 731425

BIG CARP 363:
October 2026
Not to be stored or 
reproduced by any means, 
in any form, without the 
written permission of 
the publisher. Failure 
to obtain permission to 
reproduce material may 
result in legal action. 
Articles that appear in Big 
Carp Magazine are the 
property of Bountyhunter 
Publications and may  be 
used in other publications 
as they see fit.

© Bountyhunter
Publ icat ions 2026

Front Cover:
Scott  Larman with one 
of  Wraysbury’s  f inest

CONTENTS

8. SHOCKLEADER

30.TAC-TEC

38. CATCH REPORTS

56. CHRIS JERVIS 

66. DAVE FINN

72. GAZ FAREHAM

80. MILES GIBSON

84. RICH HOGG

98. SCOTT LARMAN

CONTENTS CONTENTS

BigCarp 4

GREAT AD 
DEALS



So we finally have a new British record 

carp of 68lb 8oz from Waterside. Well done 

to the capture Mike Nixon. Unfortunately 

we heard this week that the Waterside 

Common as it was known died. It had 

been under tremendous pressure for some 

time and was being caught almost every 

week recently.  This is a pattern we often 

see before fish die. A part of me can’t help 

feeling a bit sorry for the fish that find 

themselves in this position. I have heard 

of carp being ‘retired’ to non-fishing lakes. 

On small venues there’s no where for the 

carp to retreat to. Should we be a little 

more respectful of our carp when they get  

into this dying pattern or is there too much 

money involved in removing your lake’s 

biggest carp to let it retire in peace? 

BIG CARP and FREE LINE ADVERTISING PRICES SLASHED!
SOCIAL MEDIA ADVERTISING NOT AS EFFECTIVE?
Want to grow your business? We can put your products in f ront  of  a 
massive new audience.  Emai l  me at  info@bigcarpmagazine.co.uk or  cal l  me 
07768731425 for  the latest  deal .
I  promise you i ts  cheaper than you think.  Both magazines are FREE! Our 
readership is  HUGE!
Join me in the UK’s favourite carp magazines with over  40 years of 
experience in carp f ishing publ icat ions. 
Rob Mayl in
See both magazines FREE here -  www.freel inemagazine.com

Editor/Publ isher
Rob Mayl in
Bountyhunter 
Publ icat ions
44 Herbs End
Cove, Hampshire
GU14 9YD

07768 731425
info@bigcarpmagazine.
co.uk

Design & Production
James Harr ison

Advert is ing Sales
Bountyhunter 
Publ icat ions
mobi le  07768 731425

BIG CARP 363:
October 2026
Not to be stored or 
reproduced by any means, 
in any form, without the 
written permission of 
the publisher. Failure 
to obtain permission to 
reproduce material may 
result in legal action. 
Articles that appear in Big 
Carp Magazine are the 
property of Bountyhunter 
Publications and may  be 
used in other publications 
as they see fit.

© Bountyhunter
Publ icat ions 2026

Front Cover:
Scott  Larman with one 
of  Wraysbury’s  f inest

CONTENTS

8. SHOCKLEADER

30.TAC-TEC

38. CATCH REPORTS

56. CHRIS JERVIS 

66. DAVE FINN

72. GAZ FAREHAM

80. MILES GIBSON

84. RICH HOGG

98. SCOTT LARMAN

CONTENTS CONTENTS

BigCarp 4

GREAT AD 
DEALS

mailto:info@bigcarpmagazine.co.uk
mailto:info@bigcarpmagazine.co.uk
tel:+447768731425
https://freelinemagazine.com/


https://bigcarpmag.com/#books


https://bigcarpmag.com/#prints


Big Carp 4

SH
OC

K
SH

OC
KL

EA
DE

R
LE

AD
ER

Congratulat ions Mike Nixon! He’s 

just  had his  68lb 8oz carp rat i f ied as a 

record catch by the Brit ish Record Fish 

Committee.  Mike’s  capture took place on 

1st  May at  Waterside Fishery, Chesham 

in Buckinghamshire.  Would you know 

what to do i f  you caught a potentia l 

record f ish? Al l  the info you need can 

be found here: https://angl ingtrust .net/

get- involved/record-f ish/

SHOCKLEADER

THE NEW 
BRITISH 
RECORD

https://anglingtrust.net/
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Wow… 13 years ago! 

Our very f i rst  Deaf  carp event 

at  Barston.  Hard to bel ieve 

how quickly the years have 

gone!

We might have a few more 

wrinkles and si lver  hairs  now 

BRITISH DEAF
CARP ANGLING
CELEBRATES
MILE STONE

, but  we’re def inite ly  much 

wiser… wel l , maybe! 

Great  memories, great 

people and the beginning of 

something very special . 

— with Jonathan Morr iss  and 

6 others.
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https://anglingtrust.net/our-competitions/coarse-competitions/british-carp-angling-championships/


Big Carp 12

SHOCKLEADER

Big Carp 12

SHOCKLEADER

Big Carp 13

https://urbancarptackle.co.uk/collections/rogue-carp-rods


Big Carp 14

SHOCKLEADER

Big Carp 15

Unattended rods are an offence 

We have recently received 

several reports of anglers leaving 

rods unattended while fishing. 

Please remember that under the 

National Rod Fishing Licence 

Byelaws, anglers must remain in 

control of their rod and line at all 

times. Leaving rods unattended 

UNATTENDED RODS 
ARE AN OFFENCE

is an offence and may result in 

enforcement action. Aside from 

being illegal, unattended rods 

can cause unnecessary harm to 

fish and wildlife and create risks 

for other water users such as 

boaters and swimmers. Please 

fish responsibly and ensure your 

rod is always attended.
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We are  now looking for 

companies  who would  l ike 

to  support  our  year ly  char i ty 

events , he ld  to  ra ise  money 

for  Mind, the  menta l  hea l th 

char i ty.

For  2027 we are  having a  new 

event  banner  made, and we’re 

proud to  a l ready have support 

f rom Hors ley  o f  Gainsborough 

and Talk ing Carp, who have 

jumped on board to  he lp  what 

we’re  doing.

2027 CARP MINDS 
CHARITY EVENTS

I f  your  company would  l ike 

to  get  invo lved and support 

our  fundra is ing — help ing 

d isabled k ids , young people, 

and veterans  who st ruggle 

with  menta l  hea l th  — we 

would  love  to  hear  f rom you.

Sponsors  wi l l  have thei r 

company logo featured on the 

new banner, and logos  wi l l 

need to  be  suppl ied in  PDF 

f I f  you’d  l ike  to  support  us , 

p lease  get  in  touch
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What  a  g reat  compet i t ion  i t 

was .  I t  rea l l y  cou ldn ’t  have 

been  any  c loser, but  Cornwal l 

edge  Devon  to  take  v ic to ry !

Cornwal l  ended  on  349 lb 

and  Devon  f in i shed  on  343 lb 

14oz  .  In  the  ind iv idua l  pa i r s , 

George  West  and  Andy  Woon 

came f i r s t  wi th  99 lb  4oz .

2nd  p lace  was  S teven 

Whi twor th  and  Kev in  H icks 

wi th  95 lb  7oz .

THE SOUTH WEST COUNTY 
CARP CHAMPIONSHIP: 
DEVON VS CORNWALL

3rd  p lace  was  Dan  Ho le  and 

Jack  Ch i l l ingwor th  wi th  81 lb 

7oz .Dav id  Penn ington  took 

the  b iggest  f i sh  p r i ze  wi th  a 

28 lb  10oz  mi r ro r.

Dan  Ho le  won the  f i r s t  f i sh 

p r i ze.

I  wou ld  l i ke  to  say  thank  you 

to  a l l  the  sponsors : Mi rage 

Ba i t s  , Nash  Tack le  , F i sh ing 

leads  UK, Barns tap le  Ba i t  & 

Tack le  , Homele igh  Ang l ing 

Cent re   and  RG Ba i ts   .  The 

compet i t ion  wou ldn ’t  have 

been  what  i t  was  wi thout 

you .

B ig  thank  you  to  Jamie 

Rus l ing   , Michae l  Toms  and 

Jo rdan  John  Co leman  fo r  the 

he lp  and  photography

Big Carp 21
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What a fantast ic  weekend 

at  the Fr imley 2026 charity 

event.  Everyone has said what 

a great  t ime they had, which 

is  testament to the hard work 

that  everyone involved puts in. 

A lot  of  the work is  done way 

before the event as wel l  as on 

the weekend.   I  dof f  my cap 

to a l l  of  you that  made i t  the 

success i t  was.  Huge thanks to 

FRIMLEY CHARITY 
EVENT 2026 

Mark and Rain Fr imley for  out 

doing themselves yet  again. 

The event just  keeps gett ing 

better.  

 The weather  held and 

smiles for  mi les a l l  around. 

Curry night , to  pizza and 

chips del ivered to swims.  Al l 

the amazing food that  was at 

the bbq and buffet  was ta lked 

about by those in attendance 

to how good i t  was.

 Just  to say a massive thank 

you f rom al l  of  us , to  a l l  the 

companies that  donated to the 

event again this  year.  Without 

you, the raf f le  and auctions 

wouldn’t  be possible.

 Wel l , that’s  my f inal  event 

for  the year  now unti l  next 

year.  Time to get  a  bit  of  my 

own f ishing in again.  After 

a  l i t t le  t r ip back to Fr imley 

with an auction winner at  the 

end of  this  month.  Then back 

on the big pit  for  some more 

camping with the hope that 

the biggun pays me a vis i t .

I  wi l l  have a few auctions 

going up between now and 

the next  event, so keep an eye 

out .   Thank you again to a l l  of 

you.  X

Big Carp 23



SHOCKLEADER

Big Carp 22

SHOCKLEADERSHOCKLEADER

What a fantast ic  weekend 

at  the Fr imley 2026 charity 

event.  Everyone has said what 

a great  t ime they had, which 

is  testament to the hard work 

that  everyone involved puts in. 

A lot  of  the work is  done way 

before the event as wel l  as on 

the weekend.   I  dof f  my cap 

to a l l  of  you that  made i t  the 

success i t  was.  Huge thanks to 

FRIMLEY CHARITY 
EVENT 2026 

Mark and Rain Fr imley for  out 

doing themselves yet  again. 

The event just  keeps gett ing 

better.  

 The weather  held and 

smiles for  mi les a l l  around. 

Curry night , to  pizza and 

chips del ivered to swims.  Al l 

the amazing food that  was at 

the bbq and buffet  was ta lked 

about by those in attendance 

to how good i t  was.

 Just  to say a massive thank 

you f rom al l  of  us , to  a l l  the 

companies that  donated to the 

event again this  year.  Without 

you, the raf f le  and auctions 

wouldn’t  be possible.

 Wel l , that’s  my f inal  event 

for  the year  now unti l  next 

year.  Time to get  a  bit  of  my 

own f ishing in again.  After 

a  l i t t le  t r ip back to Fr imley 

with an auction winner at  the 

end of  this  month.  Then back 

on the big pit  for  some more 

camping with the hope that 

the biggun pays me a vis i t .

I  wi l l  have a few auctions 

going up between now and 

the next  event, so keep an eye 

out .   Thank you again to a l l  of 

you.  X

Big Carp 23



SHOCKLEADER

Big Carp 24

SHOCKLEADERSHOCKLEADER

SANDOWN 
WINTER CARP 
SHOW RETURNS

https://www.linear-fisheries.co.uk/


BIG CARP
WATERCOLOUR  CARP  PA INT INGS

The Legendary Big Carp Series

presents

Here she is at last! Regarded by many as the ‘ultimate’ big carp, the stunning Black Mirror, captured here beneath

the Colnemere snags. The Black Mirror joins Bazil and Heather in our ‘legendary carp hall of fame’, soon to be

joined by other famous carp that have shaped our big carp heritage, starred alongside the UK’s most famous carp

anglers and made us all gasp at their beauty and give those who have dedicated their lives in pursuit of them, the

utmost respect. One of my favourite carp of all time – strong, dark and so very difficult to put on the mat. Once

again an absolute masterpiece, the one and only Black Mirror is available now as a small number of signed and

numbered prints (100). Anyone interested in this or any of the others take a look at the website.

At the very modest price of £25, this is a collection not to be missed. 

There will never be a collection like this again. Now is your only chance to own the history fish collection.

www.bigcarpmagazine.co.uk

fine arts

Price £25.00 plus £8.00 Recorded Delivery and tube.
Call 01252 373658 for card payment or go to our website for secure Paypal payment.

B            

https://bigcarpmag.com/#prints
https://www.ebay.co.uk/usr/rarecarpbooksunlimited
https://www.carpbooksonline.com/
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Dear fr iends and family, It 

hurts our hearts to share the 

news that Alan passed away 

on Friday 18th September, 

following a short but courageous 

battle with a terminal i l lness. 

We know this wil l  be a shock 

and incredibly hard to hear.  He 

has loved and been loved by 

so many throughout his many 

walks of l i fe, his r ipples span 

far and wide.

We have set up an email 

address to col late his 

RIP ALAN GREEN

adventures. We would love 

to hear from you, any videos, 

stories, photos, what you loved 

about Alan etc.  Nothing is too 

much, inappropriate or too 

random. We know what he was 

l ike! Alan-greeny@outlook.

com

Details of  his Celebration of 

Life wil l  fol low when arranged.

Rest peaceful ly Alan/Greeny/

Dad. Unti l  we meet again.

Love Marie & Callum (wife & 

son) XXX

Introducing the new atomic 

tackle sales director, Nigel 

Woodcock

We would l ike to give a 

very warm welcome to nigel 

woodcock who has come 

on board at  #atomictackle 

stepping into the sales 

director  ro le  leading the 

charge with the trade side 

of  atomic.  Wasting no t ime 

what so ever  nige has already 

opened his  atomic account 

with a quick overnighter 

down his  syndicate with 

4 f ish landed to upper 20s 

these being the best  of  the 

bunch.

Its  amazing to have you 

onboard mate & look forward 

to seeing some more f rom 

you very soon!

ATOMIC TACKLE’S NEW 
SALES DIRECTOR

Big Carp 27
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TA
C-

TE
C ATOMIC 

TUNGSTEN
SLUGZ

20 years later and these l itt le gems are 

sti l l  going strong, al lowing you to choose 

your sinker weight by braking off  as many 

as you want.  There is no need to have 

to buy multiple packs of dif ferent sized 

sinkers.  One pack does it  al l

70/30 Atomic Tackle Tungsten Mix 

Heavier then normal tungsten products

24 sinkers supplied in one 

packGreat value for money 

Available in 2 dif ferent 

colourways Weed Green & Silt 

Brown

Supplied on a loadermaking 

it  easy for you to load onto 

your r igs or leaders

•  w w w. a t o m i c t a c k l e. c o . u k

•  R R P  £ 2 . 5 0
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There are baits  that  catch carp. 

Then there are baits  that  seem 

to have a habit  of  producing 

the real ly  big, special  carp! 

Complex-T has quiet ly  bui l t 

an incredible big-f ish track 

record.  The images in this 

post  are a just  smal l  sample 

DYNAMITE 
BAITS
COMPLEX-T

we’ve gathered over  the past 

few months!  When you look at 
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powder as wel l  as a few more 

l i t t le  secrets. . . i t ’s  one of  the 

most nutr i t ional ly  complete 

food-source baits  in our  range. 

The result  is  a  soft , open-

textured and highly-soluble 

boi l ie  designed to be fed with 

conf idence year-round that 

keeps carp coming back for 

more and performs season 

after  season.  Complex-T. . .

Bui l t  for  Big Carp.

• www.dynamitebaits .co.uk

• RRP £12.95/kg
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CATCH REPORTS

Stuart  Higgs 
with Jon’s 
Common at 
44.1

SOUTHERN SOUTHERN 
STUNNERSTUNNER

VALLEY VALLEY 
BRUTEBRUTE

CATCH REPORTS

Jason Ford was 
blessed recent ly  with 
a proper Lee Val ley 
matr iarch

MONKEYMONKEY
MAGICMAGIC

Dave Levy was Buzzing to 
see this  big old ful ly  come 
over  the net .  Proper o ld 
Essex carp

Alan Cooper 
with The Mighty 
Sovereign at 
45lb

COOPSCOOPS
COLLECTSCOLLECTS



BigCarp 39

CATCH REPORTS

Stuart  Higgs 
with Jon’s 
Common at 
44.1

SOUTHERN SOUTHERN 
STUNNERSTUNNER

VALLEY VALLEY 
BRUTEBRUTE

CATCH REPORTS

Jason Ford was 
blessed recent ly  with 
a proper Lee Val ley 
matr iarch

MONKEYMONKEY
MAGICMAGIC

Dave Levy was Buzzing to 
see this  big old ful ly  come 
over  the net .  Proper o ld 
Essex carp

Alan Cooper 
with The Mighty 
Sovereign at 
45lb

COOPSCOOPS
COLLECTSCOLLECTS



CATCH REPORTS

NOT SO GRIMNOT SO GRIM

Matt Grimwood with his  second 50+ common of  the year, 
and a pb equal l ing 50.08
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Colin Ti l ler  managed 14 f ish in 4 nights including ‘Cruise’  to 
47lb, as wel l  as ‘Sid’  at  43lb 12oz!

Chemo’s Sutton for  Aaron Butler  at  43

YOU RANG!!YOU RANG!!
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 What  a  sess ion  fo r  Adr ian  Brown — 3  n ights , 5  ca rp  and 
a  new PB o f  53 lb  6oz !
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MAGICMAGIC
MATTMATT

DAN’SDAN’S
THE MANTHE MAN

Dan with One 
of  Glebe Lake’s 
largest  residents 
at  46lb 8oz

A special  f ish for Glenn The Parrot from the Nirvana Syndicate 
at 50.8 caught in memory of Glenn’s Dad

MEMORY MAKERMEMORY MAKER

‘Matthew Fagg 
nuff  said
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The Big Lin 
came as part of 
a f ive bite hit  for 
Garry Tarr.

TARR VERY TARR VERY 
MUCHMUCH

The Scattered Linear graces the bank at a very creditable 46lbs! 
for Luke Brindley

LUCKY LUCKY 
LUKELUKE
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Curtis with an 
Oak stunner 

SOLID SOLID 
OAKOAK

Ian Asher cemented his name in concrete on his syndicate this 
morning when the big one  at  53.14 

IAN’S IAN’S 
BIG ONEBIG ONE

Here’s Jack with ‘Bert’  at 44

BIG BIG 
BERTBERT

C h r i s t o p h e r 
Andrew Deaton 
53lb mirror! 
That’ l l  do donkey 
that’ l l  do 

DONKEYDONKEY
DERBYDERBY
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LININGLINING
UPUP

Fishing B1, Grigore Trohin had 2 carp 
of  35lb and his  new PB of  46lb!! 

MR BURNS -  44LB! 
What a carp.MRMR

BURNSBURNS
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Wayne Underwood  with 
55 pounds of the f inest 

WAYNE’SWAYNE’S
WORLDYWORLDY

Crowey with 
one of Foundry’s 
special  ones at 
46lb

Timothy Fry with a Cokin 48lb 8oz

COOKINGCOOKING
AT COKINGAT COKING

Keith Innes f irst f ish from St Johns - the Big Ghosty at 45lb 11oz!! 

SCARILYSCARILY
GOODGOOD

SUCCESSSUCCESS
FOR FOR 

SIMONSIMON



CATCH REPORTS CATCH REPORTS

BigCarp 55BigCarp 54

Wayne Underwood  with 
55 pounds of the f inest 

WAYNE’SWAYNE’S
WORLDYWORLDY

Crowey with 
one of Foundry’s 
special  ones at 
46lb

Timothy Fry with a Cokin 48lb 8oz

COOKINGCOOKING
AT COKINGAT COKING

Keith Innes f irst f ish from St Johns - the Big Ghosty at 45lb 11oz!! 

SCARILYSCARILY
GOODGOOD

SUCCESSSUCCESS
FOR FOR 

SIMONSIMON



PRIMAL PRIMAL 
MENTALITYMENTALITY

CHAMPIONSHIP CHAMPIONSHIP 

CHRIS JERVIS
BigCarp 57

EXCLUSIVE

What  an  incred ib le  weekend 

a t  t h e  P r i m a l  M e n t a l i t y 

C I C  C a r p  C h a m p i o n s h i p , 

d e l i v e r e d  i n  p a r t n e r s h i p 

w i t h  H u r l s t o n  H a l l  F i s h e r y 

O r m s k i r k  O v e r  1 8 0 l b  o f  c a r p 

w e r e  b a n k e d  i n  2 4  h o u r s , 

s h o w i n g  j u s t  h o w  w e l l  t h e 

f i s h  a r e  f e e d i n g  w i t h  t h e 

r e c e n t  c h a n g e  i n  w e a t h e r 

a n d  w a t e r  p r e s s u r e.

O u r  t h i r d  q u a l i f i e r  s a w 

1 2  f a n t a s t i c  y o u n g  a n g l e r s 

c o m p e t e  f o r  a  p l a c e  i n  t h e 

G r a n d  F i n a l .  C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s 

t o  o u r  t o p  t h r e e :  R i l e y  –  1 s t 
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P l a c e   H a r r y  –  2 n d  P l a c e   Z a k 

–  3 r d  P l a c e

E v e r y  s i n g l e  y o u n g 

a n g l e r  s h o u l d  b e  i n c r e d i b l y 

p r o u d .  T h e  s t a n d a r d  o f 

w a t e r c r a f t , f i s h  c a r e, 

r e s p e c t  a n d  s p o r t s m a n s h i p 

t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w e e k e n d 

w a s  o u t s t a n d i n g.  T h i s 

c o m p e t i t i o n  i s  a b o u t  m u c h 

m o r e  t h a n  c a t c h i n g  f i s h — i t ’s 
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a b o u t  d e v e l o p i n g  t h e  n e x t 

g e n e r a t i o n  o f  r e s p o n s i b l e 

a n g l e r s , b u i l d i n g  c o n f i d e n c e, 

c r e a t i n g  f r i e n d s h i p s  a n d 

m a k i n g  m e m o r i e s  t h a t  w i l l 

l a s t  a  l i f e t i m e.

A  h u g e  t h a n k  y o u  t o  t h e 

P r i m a l  M e n t a l i t y  C I C  Te a m 

f o r  o r g a n i s i n g  a n d  d e l i v e r i n g 

t h e  c o m p e t i t i o n , p r o v i d i n g 

t h e  q u a l i f i e d  c o a c h i n g 

t e a m  a n d  v o l u n t e e r s , a n d 

t o  H u r l s t o n  H a l l  F i s h e r y 

f o r  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  e v e n t 

a n d  h e l p i n g  c r e a t e  s u c h  a 

f a n t a s t i c  v e n u e  f o r  t h e s e 
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y o u n g  a n g l e r s .

We ’d  a l s o  l i k e  t o  s a y  t h a n k 

y o u  t o  a l l  t h e  c o m p a n i e s 

w h o  h e l p  o u t  b y  s u p p o r t i n g 

u s  a n d  d o n a t i n g  p r i z e s 

a n d  a l l  o f  t h e  p a r e n t s 

a n d  g r a n d p a r e n t s  w h o s e 

c o n t i n u e d  s u p p o r t  h e l p s 

m a k e  t h e s e  c o m p e t i t i o n s 

p o s s i b l e.

We  c a n ’t  w a i t  t o  s e e  y o u 

a l l  o n  t h e  b a n k  a g a i n  s o o n 

To g e t h e r, w e ’r e  b u i l d i n g 

s o m e t h i n g  s p e c i a l  f o r  t h e 

n e x t  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  a n g l e r s .

P r i m a l  M e n t a l i t y  C I C  - R e e l 

H e a l i n g  Te a m  

H u r l s t o n  H a l l  F i s h e r y  Te a m 

Ti g h t  L i n e s  -  O n l y  Ta k e s 

O n e  B i t e
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THERE’STHERE’S
ALWAYS A ALWAYS A 

CHANCECHANCE

DAVE FINN
BigCarp 67

EXCLUSIVE

‘ I ’m sure  you’ l l  a l l  agree, 

the  last  couple  o f  weeks  in 

terms o f  temperatures  have 

been unbearable, but  I ’ve 

been us ing my t ime wise ly 

sor t ing k i t , sharpening spare 

hooks , prepping seed etc, just 

making sure  that  I ’m ready 

for  windows of  opportuni ty.

By windows of  opportuni ty, 

I  mean weather  f ront  and 

the  moon phases .  In  recent 

t imes, I ’ve  had some fantast ic 

resu l ts  based around these 

summer  moons.

I  knew we were  coming up 

to  the  new moon as  wel l  as  the 

so lar  ec l ipsem, so  despi te  the 

current  heatwave, I  made the 

e f for t  to  get  down the lake. 

Soon, three  spinners  were  out 

to  good areas  with  a  bucket 

o f  sa l ty  seed spread over  the 

r igs  -  c lass ic  summer  tact ics .
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The night  passed quiet ly 

and then at  5 :20am, my r ight-

hand rod was away.  Af ter  a 

decent  f ight , I  s l ipped the 

net  under  th is  o ld- looking 

mir ror  -  At  43 lb  12oz , I  was 

absolute ly  buzz ing.

Somet imes when the  odds 

are  s tacked against  you or  you 

th ink  they stacked against 

you, there ’s  a lways  a  window 

of  opportuni ty  and chance to 

be  had’ .
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RETURN RETURN 
TO THETO THE

COTSWOLDSCOTSWOLDS

GAZ FAREHAM
BigCarp 73

EXCLUSIVE

To be tota l ly  honest , I ’ve 

never  been a  huge fan o f 

mid-summer  angl ing, but 

th is  year  I ’ve  fu l ly  embraced 

i t  and with  the  prospects  o f 

a  few months’  work  on some 

love ly  new gardens up in 

Cotswolds , I  f igured I  could 

work  some f ish ing in  as  wel l 

-  a  wel l  ca lcu lated bonus! 

I ’d  on ly  done one n ight  s ince 

last  autumn on the  syndicate 

so  was looking forward to 

gett ing back up there  in 

search o f  a  few of  the  b ig  ‘uns 

I  d idn’t  manage in  the  spe l l 

last  summer, and despi te  the 

forecast  temperatures  in  the 

h igh 30’s , I  was  st i l l  mad 

keen to  get  a f ter  them.  After 

f inding them in  the  edge on 

the  end o f  the  f resh wind, 
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some l i t t le  d inner  p late  spots 

were  p inpointed when the 

coast  was c lear, and i t  d idn’t 

take  too  long.

L i t t le  t raps  o f  hemp, 

chopped t iger, peanut  and 

caster  d id  the  t r ick , l i te ra l ly 

just  ha l f  a  handfu l  o f  each, 

and a  shortened vers ion o f  my 

usual  Combi  Mult i  lowered 

in , the  l ink  cut  r ight  down to 

3  inches , and a  Ring Swive l 

Hybr id  Lead Cl ip  used instead 

o f  my usual  QC and ant i  tangle 

s leeve vers ion that  I  use  for 

cast ing -  just  to  a l low a  l i t t le 

more  f ree  movement  on such 

smal l  spots  and over  a  t ight 

spread o f  f ine, smal ler  food 

i tems.

I  managed f ive, the  best 

be ing a  rare  33  pounder  that 

was last  out  3  or  4  years  ago 

and one that  on ly  has  less 

than a  handfu l  o f  captures  to 

i ts  name -  Top buzz!
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I  f i rs t  went  to  Longreach at 

the  end o f  Apr i l  last  year  with 

one carp  in  mind, that  be ing 

the  c lass ic  looking mir ror 

“Mut leys” .  A few t r ips  in 

and a  good f r iend o f  mine o l 

Cheesy boi  had a  roya l  resu l t 

lad ing a  midd 20  common, 

s tarburst  at  over  50  and the 

b ig  fu l ly.  Wel l  once that  s l ing 

was z ipped back revea l ing 

that  b ig  o ld  fu l ly  sca led, I 

just  knew I  wasn’t  going 

anywhere  t i l l  I ’d  caught  that 

one.

Yesterday morning 

everything fe l l  into  p lace  and 

a  dream was achieved the  b ig 

fu l ly  was mine, looked every 

b i t  incredib le  as  I ’d  imagined 

her  too  and at  a  b ig  summer 

weight  o f  47 .6 , to  top i t  a l l 

o f f.  Just  a f ter  we s l ipped her 

back one o f  the  rods  st i l l 

f i sh ing busted o f f  and a f ter  a 

b i t  o f f  a  tuss le  the  lakes  b ig 

common ro l led  over  the  cord . 

Loved my t ime over  there, a 

Propa p i t  that  p lace, test  any 

man to  there  l imits .

B ig  thanks  to  the  two Dans 

for  coming down to  do p ics 

and share  the  moment  Dan 

Yeomans Danie l  Wi ldbore
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22nd July  2018

O v e r  t h e  m o o n  w i t h  t h i s 

f u l l y  f r o m  t h i s  w e e k e n d .

I t ’s  g o t t a  b e  u p  t h e r e  a s 

o n e  o f  t h e  b e s t - l o o k i n g  c a n a l 

c a r p  I ’ v e  c a u g h t .  I  d r o p p e d 

o n t o  a  s t r e t c h  I  h a v e n ’t 

f i s h e d  i n  q u i t e  s o m e  t i m e, 

s p o t t e d  a  c o u p l e  o f  f i s h  a n d 

o n c e  t h e y  m o v e d  a w a y  f r o m 

t h e  s p o t  i t  g a v e  m e  c h a n c e 

t o  p u t  o u t  a  c o u p l e  o f  b a i t s .

T h e  r i g s  m u s t  h a v e  o n l y 

b e e n  i n  f o r  2 0  m i n s  b e f o r e 

t h e  f i s h  r e t u r n e d  a n d  t h e 

r i g h t - h a n d  r o d  r i p p e d  i n t o 

a c t i o n .

W h a t  a  s p e c i a l  f i s h  i t  i s 

t o o .  M a d e  u p 

29th  July  2018
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31st  July  2018

M y  l a s t  s e s s i o n  o f  J u l y  a n d 

w h a t  a  w a y  t o  e n d  w i t h  t h i s 

s t u n n i n g  c o m m o n .

 I  w a s  b e g i n n i n g  t o  r e g r e t 

l e a v i n g  t h e  c o m f o r t  o f  m y 

o w n  b e d  t h o u g h  t h i s  m o r n i n g, 

a s  i t  a b s o l u t e l y  c h u c k e d  i t 

d o w n  s o o n  a f t e r  g e t t i n g  t h e 

r o d s  o u t , b u t  a n y  r e g r e t  s o o n 

v a n i s h e d  w h e n  t h i s  h a r d 

f i g h t i n g  c o m m o n  e v e n t u a l l y 

e n d e d  u p  i n  t h e  n e t .

12th  August  2018

A  r o c k e t  o f  a  c o m m o n 

t h a t  t r i p p e d  u p  y e s t e r d a y 

m o r n i n g.

I  g o t  t h e  r o d s  o u t  j u s t  a s 

i t  w a s  s t a r t i n g  t o  g e t  l i g h t 

q u i e t l y  p l a c i n g  b o t h  r i g s 

r i g h t  i n  t h e  e d g e, a r o u n d  h a l f 

5  t h e  r i g h t - h a n d  r o d  r i p p e d 

o f f  w i t h  t h e  f i s h  p o w e r i n g 

f r o m  t h e  m a r g i n  t o  t h e  f a r 

b a n k  w i t h i n  s e c o n d s .

T h i s  m i n t , d a r k  c o m m o n 

p u t t i n g  a n  e n d  t o  a  r u n  o f 

r e c e n t  m i r r o r s .
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A t  t h e  s t a r t  o f  t h e  s u m m e r, 

I  s p o t t e d  a  l i t t l e  2  t o n e 

c r u i s i n g  u p  a n d  d o w n  t h e 

c a n a l , a  v e r y  r e c o g n i s a b l e 

f i s h  t h a t  I  o n l y  e v e r  s a w  t h e 

o n c e.

 A n y w a y  a b o u t  3  m o n t h s 

o n  a n d  h e r e  i t  i s .  Tr i p p i n g  u p 

y e s t e r d a y  o n  a  l i t t l e  m o r n i n g 

s e s h  t e a r i n g  o f f  f r o m  u n d e r 

t h e  r o d  t i p  j u s t  a s  t h e  s u n 

w a s  c o m i n g  u p .

N o t  a  m o n s t e r  b u t  w h a t  a 

l i t t l e  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  a  g r e a t 

w a y  t o  s t a r t  t h e  d a y.

13th  August  2018

M a d e  u p  w i t h  t h i s  o n e ! 

I  p o p p e d  o u t  f o r  a  q u i c k 

c o u p l e  o f  h o u r s  a g a i n  b e f o r e 

w o r k  t h i s  m o r n i n g, a n d  I ’ m 

g l a d  I  d i d .

T h o u g h  I  w a s  b e g i n n i n g  t o 

t h i n k  i t  w a s n ’t  m y  d a y  a f t e r 

l o s i n g  a  v e r y  s m a l l  c o m m o n 

a n d  c a t c h i n g  a  b r e a m  e a r l y 

o n . B u t  w h a t  a  w a y  t o  s a v e 

s e s s i o n  a t  t h e  v e r y  e n d  w i t h 

a  r i g h t  b a n g e r  o f  a  m i r r o r. . . 

t h a t ’ l l  d o  n i c e l y.

15th  August  2018
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T h e s e  q u i c k  m o r n i n g 

s e s s i o n s  a r e  r e a l l y  d o i n g  i t 

f o r  m e  a t  t h e  m o m e n t  w i t h 

a n o t h e r  q u i c k  b i t e  c o m i n g 

a t  1 s t  l i g h t . A g a i n , r i p p i n g 

o f f  f r o m  a  f o o t  o r  s o  f r o m  t h e 

b a n k , t h e s e  m a r g i n  t a k e s  a r e 

s a v a g e !  T h i n k  i t  m a y  b e  a 

r e c a p t u r e  f r o m  q u i t e  a  f e w 

y e a r s  b a c k  a s - w e l l .

18th  August  2018

Tu c k e d  a w a y  o n  t h e  f a r 

b a n k  w i t h  a  c o u p l e  o f  s n e a k y 

r i g s  p l a c e d  d o w n  t h e  e d g e.

21st  August  2018

M i n t  l i t t l e  c a n a l  g e m  f r o m 

t h i s  m o r n i n g.  M y  u s u a l  s p o t s 

s e e m  t o  h a v e  g o n e  q u i e t  f o r 

n o w  s o  a  l i t t l e  w a l k  w i t h 

a  l o a f  o f  b r e a d  s e e m e d  t h e 

b e s t  b e t , e s p e c i a l l y  a s  I  o n l y 

h a d  a b o u t  a n  h o u r  s p a r e.

A g a i n  a l l  s e e m e d  q u i e t 

u n t i l  a  g r o u p  o f  3  f i s h  p o p p e d 

o u t  f r o m  t h e  w e e d s .  T h i s 

o n e  b e i n g  t h e  u n l u c k y  o n e. 

C o u p l e  o f  p h o t o s  l a t e r  a n d 

I ’ m  o f f  t o  w o r k .

27th  August  2018

L i t t l e  b i t  g u t t e d  a b o u t 
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o u t  f r o m  t h e  w e e d s .  T h i s 

o n e  b e i n g  t h e  u n l u c k y  o n e. 
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I ’ m  o f f  t o  w o r k .

27th  August  2018

L i t t l e  b i t  g u t t e d  a b o u t 
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l o s i n g  a  f i s h  a t  t h e  n e t  t h i s 

m o r n i n g, e v e n  i f  i t  w a s  t i n y.

T h e r e ’s  o n l y  o n e  w a y  t o  g e t 

o v e r  i t  t h o u g h , a n d  t h a t ’s  t o 

m a k e  s u r e  t h e  n e x t  1  g o e s 

i n  t h e  n e t .  Fo r t u n a t e l y, t h e 

n e x t  o p p o r t u n i t y  c a m e  n o 

m o r e  t h a n  1 0  m i n u t e s  a f t e r 

t h e  l a s t  b u t  t h i s  t i m e  a f t e r 

w h a t  f e l t  l i k e  a n  e t e r n i t y, 

s h e  r o l l e d  o v e r  t h e  c o r d  a n d 

w a s  s a f e l y  n e t t e d, a n d  t h i s 

1  w a s  m o r e  t h a n  d o u b l e  t h e 

s i z e  s o  i l  t a k e  t h a t !

29th  August  2018

A  n i c e  l i t t l e  m o r n i n g  w a l k 

e n d i n g  u p  w i t h  t h i s  l o v e l y 

u r b a n  c h a r a c t e r.  A l l  a n g r y 

a n d  t e n s e d  u p  t h r o u g h o u t  i t s 

s h o r t  t i m e  o n  t h e  b a n k .  G o t 

t h i s  o n e  i n  t h e  n e t  j u s t  i n  t h e 

n i c k  o f  t i m e  b e f o r e  t h e  b o a t s 

s t a r t e d  c o m i n g  t h r o u g h .

9th  September  2018

A b s o l u t e l y  b u z z i n  w i t h 

t h i s  o n e. I t ’s  b e e n  a  b i t  o f 

a  s l o w  s t a r t  t o  o n e  o f  m y 

f a v o u r i t e  m o n t h s  o f  t h e  y e a r 

b u t  y e s t e r d a y, a f t e r  a  c o u p l e 

o f  h o u r s  b l a n k i n g  o n  m y  f i r s t 

s t r e t c h  o f  c a n a l , I  s t o p p e d  o f f 

o n  t h e  w a y  h o m e  f o r  a n  h o u r 

o r  s o  o n  a  s t r e t c h  w h e r e  I 

h a d  s e e n  f i s h  t h e  d a y  b e f o r e.

T h i s  s c a l y  o l d  w a r r i o r 

s t u m b l e d  a c r o s s  m y  r i g  a n d 

h a n d f u l  o f  b a i t  r i g h t  i n  t h e 

e d g e.  A n o t h e r  s a v a g e  m a r g i n 

t a k e  a n d  a  c r a c k i n  f i s h  t o 

e n d  a  f e w  h o u r s  f i s h i n g.

30th  September  2018

I t ’s  been  a  qu ie t  end  to  the 

month  fo r  me, a  handfu l  o f 

l i t t l e  morn ing  sess ions  not 

qu i te  coming  up  wi th  a  resu l t 

o ther  than  bream and  Tench .

B u t  h e r e ’s  o n e  f r o m  b a c k  i n 

Au g u s t  I  d i d n ’t  p u t  u p  a t  t h e 

t i m e.  M y  s e c o n d  e v e r  f i s h  o f f 

t h e  S h r o p s h i r e  u n i o n  c o m i n g 

3  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  l a s t  o n e, 

c r a z y  t h i n g  i s  i t ’s  t h e  s a m e 
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f i s h !  W h a t  a r e  t h e  c h a n c e s 

o f  t h a t ? !  s o , I  g u e s s  I ’ v e  s t i l l 

o n l y  c a u g h t  t h e  o n e  ;

S t i l l ,  i t ’s  a  s t u n n e r  a n d  i l 

b e  b a c k  i n  t h e  f u t u r e.

2nd October  2018

A f t e r  a  m a d, u n e x p e c t e d 

t a k e  f o l l o w e d  b y  a  t e n s e 

b a t t l e  t h r o u g h  t h e  w e e d, 

t h e r e  c o u l d  o n l y  b e  1  w i n n e r. 

L u c k i l y  t h i s  t i m e  i t  w a s  m e. . . 

o n l y  j u s t  t h o u g h ! ! !

2nd October  2018

First  l i t t le  morning o f  the 

month and I ’m chuf fed to  be 

k ick ing o f f  October  with  th is 

chap!   Absolute ly  r ipped o f f 

f rom the margin  tak ing me 

through every  weed bed a long 

the  way, I  wasn’t  sure  she 

was going to  end up s l ipping 

over  the  cord  but  for tunate ly, 

luck  was on my s ide.

4th  October  2018

T h i s  m i n t  c o m m o n  c a m e 

i n  t h e  d y i n g  s e c o n d s  o f  t h i s 

m o r n i n g ’s  p r e - w o r k  s e s h . N o 

n e e d  f o r  a l a r m s  t h i s  t i m e  a s 

i t  d i d n ’t  s c r e a m  o f f, i n s t e a d 

i t  w a s  d o i n g  a c r o b a t i c s  i n 

m i d  w a t e r  a b o v e  m y  b a i t e d 

a r e a , I  w a s n ’t  s u r e  w h a t  w a s 

g o i n g  o n  a t  f i r s t , u n t i l  i t 

t u r n e d  t o  f a c e  m e  a n d  I  s a w 

m y  r i g  i n  i t s  m o u t h .  N o t  s u r e 

e v e n  t h e  f i s h  k n e w  i t  w a s 

h o o k e d  a t  f i r s t  b u t  i t  s o o n 

c a m e  t o  l i f e.
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There are certain lakes that 

stand above al l  others.  Waters 

that  have bui l t  a  reputat ion 

through history, incredible 

carp and unforgettable 

captures.  Wraysbury North 

Lake is  undoubtedly one of 

them. Simply walking through 

the gates feels  di f ferent .  You 

immediately sense that  you 

are standing on one of  the 

most iconic carp f isher ies in 

the country, a  place where 

dreams are real ised and 

legends are made. 

My campaign began in the 

depths of  winter.  For  three 

months I  f ished relent lessly, 

enduring long cold sessions 

with very l i t t le  reward. 

Looking back, those blank 

tr ips were never  a  waste 

of  t ime.  They gave me the 

opportunity to study the lake, 

learn i ts  moods and prepare 

for  the spr ing campaign that  I 

knew would eventual ly  come.

By the t ime spring arr ived, 

I  had identi f ied several  areas 

and swims that  suited the 
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al lowing me to f ish conf ident ly 

amongst the heavy weed. 

As the campaign progressed 

and the weed reached i ts 

peak, another  subt le  but 

s igni f icant change was made 

to my approach.  The lead cl ip 

arrangement was replaced 

with a hel icopter  setup, a 

decision dr iven entire ly  by 

the condit ions in f ront  of  me. 

Not only did i t  of fer  far  greater 

conf idence when presenting 

over  dense weed, but  i t  a lso 

a l lowed me to f ine tune the 

posit ion of  the top bead in 

seconds, ensuring the r ig 

sett led perfect ly, no matter 

what lay beneath i t . 

When i t  came to the end 

tackle, I  had complete fa i th in 

just  two presentat ions.  Rather 

than constant ly  chopping 

and changing, I  re l ied on r igs 

that  have consistent ly  proven 

themselves t ime and t ime 

again.   For  bottom baits , my 

choice was the Combi Mult i 

Rig.  For  pop ups, i t  was the 

ever  dependable Ronnie 

way I  l ike to f ish.  Conf idence 

s lowly began to grow and, 

l i t t le  by l i t t le, I  found mysel f 

gett ing amongst the stock. 

Wraysbury holds an 

incredible head of  carp, 

with some truly special  o ld 

residents swimming beneath 

i ts  surface.  The biggest 

chal lenge is  not  f inding f ish, 

i t  is  f inding opportunit ies.  The 

lake is  one of  the busiest  in the 

country, and understanding 

the movements of  the anglers 

became almost  as important  as 

understanding the movements 

of  the carp.  Once I  recognised 

those patterns, I  knew when 

certain swims would become 

avai lable and that  knowledge 

proved invaluable.

As spr ing turned into 

summer, the weed exploded. 

Fishing ef fect ively meant 

changing my approach, so I 

switched to a braided main 

l ine.  I  had been test ing a new 

braid f rom Atomic Tackle, 

and i t  proved to be exact ly 

what the s i tuat ion demanded, 
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Rig.  Two presentat ions that 

complement each other 

perfect ly  and, between them, 

cover  a lmost  every s i tuat ion I 

encounter. 

Both r igs are t ied  exclusively 

with components from ATOMIC 

TACKLE. At the heart  of  each 

is  the Size 4 Grabba Hook, 

a  pattern that  has become a 

permanent f ixture in my tackle 

box.  The subt le  beaked point 

is  perfect ly  suited to f ishing 

in heavy weed, maintaining 

exceptional  hooking potentia l 

while providing the confidence 

needed to f ish demanding 

venues such as Wraysbury. 

The hookl ink mater ia l  of 

choice was 25lb Fluro Wyre 

Soft , a  beauti ful ly  supple 

f luorocarbon that  a l l  but 

disappears beneath the 

surface, creat ing an incredibly 

discreet  presentat ion.  The 

Combi Mult i  Rig is  then 

f inished with JEL-E-WYRE 

Bare-Bak, adding just  the 

r ight  amount of  st i f fness whi le 

st i l l  a l lowing the hookbait 

to behave natural ly  over  the 

lakebed. 

I ’m a f i rm bel iever  that 

conf idence catches carp, and 

these are two r igs that  have 

earned mine completely. 

They travel  with me on every 

campaign and have accounted 

for  some of  my most memorable 

captures.  When everything 

else around you is  changing, 

having absolute fa i th in what 

l ies  at  the business end is 

worth more than any new 

trend or  gimmick 

One of  the def ining edges 

throughout this  campaign 

has undoubtedly been my 

hookbaits .  For  the past  18 

months I have relied exclusively 

on Blackspots Hookbaits , and 

they have played a pivotal  ro le 

in the capture of  some truly 

special  carp, both at  home 

and abroad.  In a game where 

the smal lest  detai ls  often 

separate success f rom fai lure, 

absolute conf idence in every 

component of  your approach 

is  pr iceless. 
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and abroad.  In a game where 

the smal lest  detai ls  often 

separate success f rom fai lure, 

absolute conf idence in every 

component of  your approach 

is  pr iceless. 
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A hookbait  is  the f inal  piece 

of  the puzzle, the one element 

every f ish must commit to, 

so i t  has to inspire complete 

bel ief.  When you cast  out 

knowing your presentat ion is 

r ight  and your hookbait  has 

proven i tsel f  t ime and t ime 

again, i t  f rees your mind to 

concentrate on the things that 

real ly  make the di f ference: 

watercraft , observat ion and 

making the r ight  decisions at 

the r ight  t ime. 

That level  of  conf idence is 

impossible to put a pr ice on, 

and throughout this  campaign 

i t  has been one less var iable 

to think about, a l lowing me to 

focus entire ly  on staying one 

step ahead of  the f ish. 

From that  point  onwards 
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the campaign real ly  began 

to gather  momentum. What 

struck me more than anything 

was the unbel ievable qual i ty 

of  the f ish.  I  was catching 

unnamed mirrors  that  would 

easi ly  be A-Team f ish on the 

major i ty  of  waters across the 

country. 

The f i rst  t ruly memorable 

capture was The Snake.  A 

long, dark, ancient  mirror 

carrying wel l  over  forty years 

of  history.  I t  was one of  those 

carp that  instant ly  leaves an 

impression.  For  many anglers 

i t  would have been the f ish of 

a  l i fet ime.  For  me, i t  s imply 

fuel led the desire to keep 

pushing.One f ish, however, 

dominated my thoughts above 

al l  others.The long Sutton. 

In my opinion i t  is  the f inest 

mirror  in the Colne Val ley and 

arguably one of  the best   carp 

in the country .  In more than 

forty years of  carp f ishing, 

I  had never  s ingled out one 

individual  f ish to target .  This 

was the f i rst  t ime.  I  warned 

my wife that  I  was about to 

dedicate as much t ime as 

possible to the chal lenge, and 

thankful ly  she understood 

exact ly  what i t  meant to me.

As the weeks passed, 

one part icular  area of  the 

lake continued to draw my 

attention.  I  had seen The 

Long Sutton there on several 

occasions, often alongside 

Mike’s  Pet  and Single Scale. 

Everything pointed towards 

that  area being the place to 

be.  The next session coincided 

perfect ly  with the ful l  moon. 

Arr iving before f i rst  l ight , my 

plans immediately changed 

when I  discovered another 

angler  had already bucketed 

the swim I  intended to f ish. 

Rather  than lett ing i t  knock my 

conf idence, I  quickly adapted 

and moved into another  swim 

over looking the same area. 

Two clean spots were located 

in a deep channel  only forty 

yards f rom the bank.  From 

the moment the lead hit 

the lakebed, everything fe l t 
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r ight .  I t  was one of  those 

rare occasions where inst inct 

te l ls  you something special  is 

about to happen.

The f i rst  bite produced a 

lovely upper twenty mirror. 

I t  was quickly unhooked and 

returned.  A beauti ful  carp, 

but  not  the one I  was after. 

The fo l lowing morning, at 

around nine o’clock, another 

rod burst  into l i fe.  This  t ime 

an immaculate upper thirty 

mirror  s l id over  the net  cord. 

I t  deserved a few photographs 

before swimming away, 

another  stunning Wraysbury 

carp added to an already 

memorable campaign.  As 

evening arr ived, the ful l  moon 

cl imbed into the sky and once 

again everything fe l t  perfect . 

The rods were posit ioned and 

the traps were set . 

Less than an hour later  my 

phone rang.  I t  was my good 

fr iend Car l .  He asked i f  I 

could br ing my camera round 

and then apologised.  He had 

caught The Long Sutton.  I t  is 

di f f icult  to  descr ibe exact ly 

how I  fe l t .  I  was genuinely 

del ighted for  Car l  because 

moments l ike that  deserve to 

be shared, but  natural ly  there 

was disappointment too.  After 

months of  ef fort , hear ing 

those words was hard to take. 

I  wound the rods in, picked up 

my camera and made my way 

around the lake.  Car l  even said 

I  did not  have to come i f  I  did 

not  want to see i t , but  there 

was never  any chance of  that . 

Fr iendships in carp f ishing 

are bui l t  around moments l ike 

these, and I  wanted to share 

the occasion with him.

There was another  posit ive 

to take f rom it .  The f ish had 

been caught only yards f rom 

where I  had been f ishing.  I t 

conf i rmed everything.  The 

locat ion.  The t iming.  The 

homework.  I  knew I  was in 

exact ly  the r ight  place.

Later  that  evening the rods 

went back onto the same spots. 

The night passed in complete 

s i lence.  Not a s ingle bleep 
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disturbed the darkness.  Then, 

completely out  of  nowhere, the 

r ight  hand rod tore of f.  After 

a  short  but  powerful  batt le, 

a  huge mirror  ro l led over  the 

wait ing net  cord.  I  looked into 

the mesh and simply stood 

there in disbel ief.  I t  was 

Mike’s  Pet .  One of  Wraysbury’s 

t rue icons.  Not only had I 

landed one of  the lake’s  most 

sought after  carp, I  had also 

achieved a new personal  best 

and caught my very f i rst  UK 

f i f ty.  At that  moment every 

sacr i f ice made throughout 

the campaign suddenly 

became worthwhile.  The 

f reezing winter  mornings, the 

countless hours of  observation, 

the blank sessions and the 

unwavering bel ief  had al l  led 

to one unforgettable capture. 

The Long Sutton may have 

s l ipped through my f ingers on 

this  occasion, but  Wraysbury 

had rewarded me with one of 

i ts  greatest  t reasures. 

Some stor ies have an ending 

-  this  one’s  just  the beginning 
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We are incredibly proud to officially 
announce that Primal Mentality CIC – 
Reel  Healing are now Proud Sponsors of 
the England Ladies Carp Team. 

This partnership is  about so much more 
than fishing.  It  represents our shared 
passion for inspiring the next generation, 
breaking down barriers,  championing 
women in angling,  and using fishing as 
a powerful  tool  to improve wellbeing, 
confidence and resil ience.   At Primal 
Mentality CIC,  our mission has always 
been to create opportunities through 
angling.  Partnering with the England 
Ladies Carp Team allows us to inspire 
even more children and young people to 
believe in themselves,  develop l ifelong 
skil ls ,  and discover just how much fishing 
can change l ives.
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“Very sad news with the passing of Sir Pete Springate, one of 
the genuine legends and pioneers of British carp fishing.

Pete’s place in carp-fishing history is unquestionable. From 
the famous Yeoveney brace of 36½lb and 38½lb in 1978, to 
his extraordinary captures from Wraysbury, his name became 
associated with some of the most memorable moments and most 
iconic carp in British angling.

RIP SIR PETE 
SPRINGATE

In July 1991, Pete caught Mary from Wraysbury at 45lb 6oz. The 
following year he produced one of the great moments in carp-
fishing history when he caught Mary again at 47lb and Mary’s Mate 
at 37lb 8oz within just three hours of each other. His remarkable 
list of captures also included fish such as Basil, Heather and the 
Sonning Eye.

Pete’s ability wasn’t confined to pursuing famous big carp. His 
extraordinary consistency and watercraft were demonstrated 
when he caught a carp from the surface in 48 consecutive calendar 
months — four complete years, including through the winter 
months.

In 2010, Pete was inducted into the Carp Fishing Hall of Fame, 
recognition of an angling career that had already inspired 
generations of carp anglers.

Despite those achievements, 
Pete was renowned for being 
understated and for keeping 
himself away from the limelight. 
His reputation was built on his 
angling, his watercraft and the 
respect he earned from fellow 
anglers.British carp fishing has 
lost one of its truly great figures.

Thoughts are with Pete’s 
family, friends and all those who 
knew him.

Rest in peace, Sir Pete 
Springate. A pioneering angler 
whose name will forever be part 
of British carp-fishing history” 
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“Bit of bad news im afraid...    our dear old friend Paul Hunt, 
best known to us us all ,  as the guy from Canadian Carping on the 
mighty St Lawrence river, and our early exploits over Darenth, as 
part of the Mainline team, a long time friend of Steve and Kevs, 
from before the start of Mainline...was such a happy go lucky guy, 
we had a great time, he even got on really well with young Rael..   
lol..  always plotting and planning what to try next.. .  did love my 
time over Darenth..  and had a great laugh, as did we all. . . . .who’d of 
thought in those early days, as to how many anglers would make 
that mighty trek across the pond to carp fish in Canada..  well 
Paul spotted something we all missed..  and he guided countless 
English anglers on those exploits on the enormous river..

. .i only just found out Paul had sadly passed when i saw this 
post from Pauls wife Lisa...   Paul had not long retired, sold all the 
tackle, and went on a few well deserved holidays...

RIP..  my old friend...”
Zenon Bojko

R I P  PA U L  H U N T
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 Wel l  what  a  fan tast i c  weekend had by  a l l  and  an  equal ly 
g reat  amoun t  of  m on ey  ra ised  for  Prostate  Cancer  UK.  We 
a re  curren t ly  s tan di n g  at  £2 ,002 .70  ( Inc luding  g i f t  a id)  on 
our  Just  Giv i n g  Page!  ht tps ://www.justg iv ing .com/page/
l i ndsey-hum p hrey- 4?utm _medium=FA&utm_source=CL Wel l 
done  to  t he  win n i n g  p air  Kenny and Andy whose  3  f i sh 
c ombined wei ght  o f  8 1lbs  14ozs  won them the  match .  A lso 
too  for  thei r  gen erosi ty  in  donat ing  the  £110 pr ize  money to 
the  char i ty  as  wel l ,  wel l  done  guys  A  weekend fu l l  o f  banter 
a nd laughs  an d a  great  t ime had by  a l l .  PB  buckets  at  the 
e nd as  wel l .  Great  soc i a l  BBQ on  Saturday  a f ternoon,  and 
most  impo r tan t ly  the  p oint  o f  the  weekend was  opening  up 
the  conver sat i on  of  ta lk ing  about  men gett ing  checked early 

ALBURY & HERON 
L AKES CHALLENGE 
CUP 2026 

for  prostate  cancer !  Go  get  your  PSA test  f rom your  GP!  We 
are  a lways  b lown away by  the  generosi ty  o f  our  members 
especia l ly  g iv ing  up  a  weekend to  take  part ,  and  a l l  those 
that  couldn’ t  but  donat ing  through the  just  g iv ing  page  and 
sending  messages  of  support ,  i t  means  a  lot ! !  B ig  thanks 
to  our  weighing  s tewards  Dave  Carter  David  Chamberla in 
and Anthony Gubler  and most  o f  a l l ,  to  a l l  members  of  the 
syndicate ,  you  never  let  us  down for  th is  annual  event .  A lso 
thanks  to  Stephen Dean for  the  f lags .  Thanks  to  donat ions 
of  ra f f le  pr izes  f rom Innovate  Bai ts  Mainl ine  Bai ts  St  Ives 
Tackle  Cambs @Poleposi t iontackle  Dates  for  your  d iary  for 
next  year,  6th  -  8th  August .  2027 for  the  Albury  & Heron 
Lakes  Chal lenge  Cup 2027. 

F R E E L I N E  1 4
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ALBURY & HERON 
L AKES CHALLENGE 
CUP 2026 
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Head to  our  websi te  &  check  out  our  Of f ic ia l  B luebel l  Lakes 
magazine  p acked wi th  lake  informat ion ,  ru les  and tackle  shop 
of fer ings 
D ownloadable  for  f ree!  Our  magazine  inc ludes  behind the 
sc enes  infor m at i on  on  how our  iconic  Bluebel l  Lakes  began 
a nd has  evolved  i n to  the  complex  you see  today.
O ur  team are  avai lable  7days  a  week ,  12hrs  a  day  to  help  make 
yo ur  v is i t  to  Bluebel l  L akes  an  unforgettable  exper ience 
W hen is  your  n ex t  v i s i t  to  Bluebel l  Lakes?

BLUEBELL L AKES MAG 
NOW LIVE 
ON THE WEBSITE
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 Huge congratulations to 
Kayleigh Dowd .  In July she 
WON Individual Gold and Team 
Silver in the Ladies Carp World 
Championships in Latvia… 
Bringing it  home for England 
Here’s her story:  “This year’s 
World Championships were 
held in Latvia on Lake Balote, 
a  lake of  approximately 450 
acres with depths of  up to 10 
feet and a very silty lakebed. 
We also competed on the 

E N G L A N D  W I N :  K AY L E I G H  W O R L D 
C H A M P  

same lake at  the 2024 World 
Championships,  where we 
didn’t  perform as well  as we 
had hoped.
However,  returning this year, 
we had a new plan in place and 
felt  confident as a team.
My partner,  Ellen Beedham, and 
I  drew peg B1,  which we were 
pleased with as it  was an end 
peg.  The first  24 hours were 
fairly slow, but after making 
a few adjustments,  the swim 

continued to improve and got 
stronger as the competition 
progressed.  In the end,  we 
caught 37 fish for a total  weight 
of  165kg,  which was enough 
to make us Individual World 
Champions.
It  was an incredible experience 
and something I  have 
always wanted to achieve at 
international level .  As a team, 
we’re already looking ahead 
to South Africa in 2027 and 

feeling confident about our 
chances.  Hopefully,  we’l l  be 
able to go one better and bring 
home the team title.” 
The final  result  is  super 
impressive:  37 fish for 165kg 
meant she dominated the 
field,  enough to crown herself 
and Ellen Beedham individual 
champions of  the world!
Kayleigh is  back in the UK 
now… but was straight back 
out on the bank.  Well  done
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Not every young person thrives 
in busy, noisy environments.

For many, the biggest 
difference isn’t simply being 
outdoors. It’s having the space 
to breathe. That’s one of the 
reasons Reel Impact delivers 
its sessions at OAK LAKES 
FISHERIES. Nestled within 
the peaceful countryside of 
Southminster, away from the 
noise and distractions of busy 
activity centres, Oak Lakes 
provides a calm, structured 
environment where young 
people can slow down, focus 
and reconnect with themselves, 
with nature and with others.

R E E L  I M PA C T  A N G L I N G

From September 2026, we’re 
opening a limited number of 
additional funded places for 
young people aged 14+and Ellen 
Beedham individual champions 
of the world!

If you support a young 
person who would benefit from 
a calm, supportive outdoor 
environment, we’d love to hear 
from you.

Referrals officially open on 
Monday 10th August .  Keep 
an eye on our social media 
and website for full  referral 
information.

Changing Lives Through 
Angling



Big Carp 12

SHOCKLEADER

Big Carp 12

SHOCKLEADER

Big Carp 13

https://urbancarptackle.co.uk/collections/rogue-carp-rods
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The Sandown Winter Show 
is back again this November 
and it  promises to be another 
fantastic weekend 

Vince Davies,  who created 
and established ‘The Big One’ 
f ishing show as,  arguably, 
the biggest angling show in 
Europe,  brings you The Winter 
Carp show 2026.

After a successful 2023 

S A N D O W N  W I N T E R 
C A R P  S H O W 
R ET U R N S

launch The Winter Carp Show 
2026 brings Vince Davies and 
Stuart Berrie back together in 
an inspired partnership. Vince’s 
vast experience of the angling 
industry and building successful 
shows and Stuart’s unparalleled 
expertise in Exhibition 
installation and operations is 
the perfect and complementary 
match. One thing is certain: they 

understand, in depth, the needs 
of exhibitors and consumers 
alike.

The award-winning venue 
is  highly accessible,  boasts 
a brand new exhibition floor 
and,  importantly,  provides 
ample free parking for all .

It  will  also allow for a highly 
interactive show which will 
include talks,  demonstrations 

and tutorials .
Meet up with friends again 

this year,  see all  the big brands, 
al l  the latest gear will  be on 
show and there’s sure to be 
lots of  special  show bargains 
available as usual .

Plus you can meet the stars, 
get a selfie and an autograph, 
it ’s  a great weekend for all  the 
family.
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ATOMIC STRAIGHT 
POINT HOOKS

I f  you are an avid user  of  straight  point  hooks because you 
love how fast  they contact  and want  a  l i t t le  more security 
when f ishing in  and around weed.  A s imple change from a 
short  shank to  a  long shank pattern could be the exact  tweak 
you need to  avoid dropping f ish in  those weedy situations.

The #Sabre hooks are by far  one of  the deadliest  Wide Gape 
patterns with a  straight  point  featuring that  ultra  sharp 6mm 
tip ,  wide sweeping gape and ever  so s l ightly  in  turned eye. 
The Haula  is  virtual ly  the same but  with an increased shank 
length.

I f  you f ind you are dropping f ish especial ly  in  weedy or 
snaggy situations but  st i l l  want  to  use a  straight  point  then 
the #Haula is  certainly  a  sol id  alternative .

•  RRP £4.99
• www.atomictackle .co .uk
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https://www.atomictackle.co.uk/
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Salmon Oil  is  widely used in the 
fish farming industry,  designed 
to induce fish into feeding. 
Perfect for coating/glugging 
boilies,  particles,  pellets and 
enhancing groundbaits and 
method mixes. 
•  RRP: £6.99
• www.mainline-baits .com

MAINLINE BAITS 
SALMON OIL

Supple braided hooklink with a tungsten infused strippable 
coating.  Pin your rigs to the deck with the extra weight of  this 
tungsten infused coated braid. 
The soft  supple coating does not split  when bedding down 
knots.Comes in a dark green finish to help stay out of  sight in 
wide variety of  f ishing situations.
Each spool has 15 Meters of  hooklink.
• RRP £11.99
• www.banktackle.co.uk

BANK TACKLE
TUNGSTEN INFUSED 
COATED BRAID

https://www.mainline-baits.com/
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https://www.banktackle.co.uk/
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A range of  ready-t ied products  that  of fers  you confidence that 
your end tackle  has been constructed correct ly,  using proven 
components  and the same rig  mechanics  trusted by some of 
our most  wel l -known anglers .
Whether you are new to carp f ishing,  short  on t ime or 
s imply want  dependable  r igs  ready for  a  quick change,  every 
product  is  designed to  help you f ish more ef f ic iently  without 
compromising on presentation.
Featured here:
*  Leadcore Leaders
*  BASIX Hair  Rigs
*  Loops

KORDA BASSIX 
READY-TIED RIGS

*  Dark Matter  QC Hybrid Leadcl ip  Leader
*  Dark Matter  Ring Swivel  Leader
*  Boom Sections
*  Ready Zigs
*  Combi-Mult i  Rig
The BIG benefit  is  s imple:  less  t ime spent  tying,  potential ly 
second-guessing and re-doing things bankside,  and more 
t ime f ishing ef fect ively.  Perfect  for  quick r ig  changes,  staying 
organised and making sure every component  is  working exactly 
as  i t  should.
Tied r ight .  Trusted.  Ready to  go.
Avai lable  at  your local  tackle  shop now
• RRP £2.99
• www.kordatackle .com
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https://www.ebay.co.uk/usr/rarecarpbooksunlimited
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THE LIFE THE LIFE 
OF A OF A 

BOAT BOAT 
CARPERCARPER

ALEX HANSON

I  am Alex Hanson,  and I  started f ishing the River  Medway over 
nine years  ago for  the s imple fact  that  i t  was on my doorstep. 
This  is  my f irst  published art ic le  put  together at  short  notice 
with a  l i t t le  help from a f ishing fr iend,  Pete  Blackett . 

The Medway has had carp in  i t  for  many years  with angl ing 
writers  such as  Nei l  Waite  who wrote River  Carping sharing his 
experiences on the r iver.  There were historical ly  a  few areas 
that  were carp hotspots  such as  the old Trebor sweet  factory 
in  Maidstone town centre ,  which released warm and possibly 
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sweet  ef f luent  back into the r iver.  The Aylesford paper mil l 
used to  pump red warm water  back into the r iver,  which in 
previous years  I  had seen carp and cock salmon basking in . 
Both of  these are no more.

There is  another commercial  water  outlet  in  the t idal  stretch 
near New Hythe,  which is  only  f ishable  from boat;  this  can be 
a  r isky adventure for  even seasoned boaters  and f ishermen, 
so not  advisable  for  the inexperienced.

I  remember there were big  f loods in  December 2013,  which 
caused mass damage to  properties  in  Yalding vi l lage.  This , 
col lect ively  with f loods from previous years ,  is  l ikely  to  be 
responsible  for  adding huge stocks of  carp and other species 
escaping from stock ponds and f isheries  into Medway and i ts 
tr ibutaries  around the Staplehurst ,  Tonbridge and Hadlow 
areas .

I  bel ieve that  the River  Medway experienced f ish ki l ls  in  the 
past  from the introduction of  KHV,  possibly  from these lakes 
or  private  ponds.  There were sadly  hundreds of  dead carp 
seen at  the last  lock section of  the r iver  by the Malta  Inn pub 
in  Al l ington with some of  the old school  carp anglers  c lassing 
these as  “the original  stock”.

Personal ly  I  would est imate there to  be about  100 carp in 
Maidstone town stretch,  50 carp in  Farleigh to  Teston and 
150 carp in  Teston to  Yalding stretch.  I  can only  comment 
from photos I  have seen from other anglers  and f ish I ’ve  seen 
in  other sect ions,  but  there are plenty of  carp in  the upper 
stretches .  The upper stretches are much shorter  due to  the 
number of  locks .  Fish stocks in  a  stretch might  temporari ly 
decl ine when the EA drop stretches by opening up the s luices 
in  preparation for  future f loods.  I  bel ieve the carp quickly  can 
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f ind their  way back into upper sect ions again despite  locks 
and weirs  to  combat . 

Where to start  i f  tackling the river:
Do not  be int imidated in  attempting to  catch r iver  carp 

i f  you are an experienced carp angler  and want  to  reap the 
unknown rewards that  the r iver  has to  offer.  I f  you are new 
to carp f ishing,  the r iver  may not  be the best  place to  start , 
but  please do not  let  me discourage you.  Many blanks can be 
experienced between sessions that  do produce,  so  mental ly 
prepare yourself  for  this .  Consider  which sections of  r iver  you 
want  to  target  and do your homework as  to  which sections 
belong to  which clubs and whether they are day t ickets  or  free 
to  f ish .

Gett ing on a  push bike or  renting a  boat  and covering as 

PAUL BENNETT PAUL BENNETTSTEVE BRIGGS STEVE BRIGGSALEX HANSON
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much water  as  possible  at  sunny t imes of  year  can be a  good 
starter  in  f inding your f irst  carp f ishing spots .  Do not  be fooled 
by bel ieving that  i f  you see a  carp in  the day that  they wil l  be 
there in  the night ,  as  they could well  be around the next  bend 
of  the r iver  where they may move to  for  other  food sources .

Once you’ve found the f ish ,  prebait ing can help hold them. 
I f  you f ind the f ish ,  try  to  keep track of  them over the weeks 
in  case they move up or  downstream.  Sometimes I  prebait  300 
yards up and downstream of  my spots  that  are producing to 
create  new areas to  trap the carp as  they move.  This  pays off 
wel l  i f  you have the t ime,  energy and bait  to  do so .  Some of  my 
best  years  have come from this  tact ic .

How to locate the carp on a river:
Carp are extremely nomadic .  During the summer,  the carp 

are pretty  spread out  over the sect ions of  the r iver;  you can’t 
guarantee that  you’ l l  catch a  large amount of  f ish from the 
same area.  In  my experience,  to  get  more bites ,  you are better 
off  spreading your t ime out  over di f ferent  t imes of  the year 
to  gauge how the f ish respond to  angl ing pressure,  work 
on the locks ,  f loods and low water  condit ions .  In  low water 
condit ions ,  f ish seem to work their  way up the sect ions to 
more oxygenated water  by weirs ,  or  freshwater  springs .

How the weather affects  the carp on the river
Heavy rain seems to  make the carp group up in  larger 

numbers .  After  a  few weeks of  feeding after  summer f loods, 
the f ish wil l  seem to move back to  the mid-stretches again and 
get  back to  feeding on natural  foods.  The Medway carp have 
been witnessed holding up in  the weedy areas by my boat  for 
a  number of  reasons such as  vast  numbers of  snai ls  covering 
everything (snai ls  a l l  the way up my anchor rope for  example) .
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Tiger  nuts  seem to mimic the natural  foods in  the r iver  (maybe 
to  do with the s ize  of  them and the crunch factor) .  They are 
also left  a lone by other nuisance species .  Fishing with t iger 
nuts  under sect ions of  r iver  with oak trees  in  my view has had 
been productive .  This  could possibly  to  do with the acorns 
dropping and the food gathering in  deep holes  caused by root 
systems on the bank.

How the f low affects  the carp behaviour:
In  low water  condit ions in  the summer,  the carp begin to 

act  l ike  chub or  barbel  and can quite  often act  in  the opposite 
way to  which most  anglers  would have thought .  Moving 
towards weirs  and natural  springs seems to  be a  priority  for 
the carp,  as  this  latest  summer proved.  Every season comes 
with di f ferent  condit ions ,  making the current  season prove 
particularly  harder than others .  As  soon as  f ish have spawned, 
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I  have noticed carp seem to switch off  the feed and bask.  (Tip: 
get  out  and look for  this  f ish during this  period) .

I  tend to  f ind there are di f ferent  groups of  carp that  can be 
very dif ferent  in  appearance and which congregate together 
at  the same t ime.  For  example,  old  scaly  mirrors  can be caught 
in  quick succession from a spot  one week and that ’s  a l l  you’ l l 
catch,  then another week a  shoal  of  typical  lake stock carp 
may move in .  These shoals  do not  seem to mix other than when 
they spawn.

I  have noticed that  some of  the oriental  koi  that  had made 
their  way into the r iver  seem to be seen in  pairs  continuously 
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through the year  as  i f  they are a  couple ,  and a  shoal  of  small 
commons are often nearby the two koi . 

Tactics:
Close range f ishing –  for  some reason this  is  my favourite . 

When close range f ishing,  I  general ly  know whether the carp 
are there from a number actual  observations (such as  f ish 
topping)  than i f  I  were f ishing at  distance where guesswork 
would come into i t .  Landing a  30lb r iver  carp at  c lose range 
is  much more l ikely  to  be landed successful ly  when f ished 
f ive  yards off  of  the boat  when compared to  lower odds when 
hooking f ish at  over 20 yards away due to  snags .  I  think carp 
almost  st ick to  areas as  narrow as  a  footpath.  When I  have 
found an area where carp hold up,  I  wil l  a im to place two baits 
c lose to  each other to  increase my odds.  I  am a f irm bel iever 
that  the carp st ick to  routes  in  the r iver  that  hold or  harvest 
natural  foods. 

Rig  wise ,  I  keep i t  s imple with hair  r igs ,  5oz grippa leads 
and leadcore.  I  real ly  do not  think the f ish are that  r iggy 
compared to  pressured lakes .  Back leads are used when f ishing 
the opposite  s ide of  the bank.  Snowman rigs  are often what  I 
use ,  sometimes with a  bright  pop-up.  Birdl i fe  general ly  isn’t 
a  problem on the Medway for  picking up baits ,  as  most  of  the 
spots  are deep,  and the water  is  usual ly  coloured up.

Bait  wise ,  I  bel ieve most  things catch whether i t  is  part ic le , 
boi l ies ,  pel lets  etc .  There are a  few brands,  colours  and 
f lavours that  have obviously  caught  me more f ish than others , 
but  don’t  overthink which baits  to  use .  Shop bought  cheap 
shelf  l i fe  baits  can do as  wel l  as  the leading brands frozen 
ranges .  Location is  everything in  comparison!

How to avoid spooking f ish and maximising multiple 
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captures:
Avoid spooking the carp when night  f ishing by keeping cast ing 

to  a  minimum and keeping head torches off  of  the water.  Carp 
on the r iver  are used to  l ights  in  some areas .  Passing boat 
traff ic  and rowers don’t  af fect  the carp for  long during the 
day,  but  I  f ind f ishing at  night  can be better  when the r iver 
traff ic  has  ceased.

Another top t ip  I  wil l  share is  that  sacking a  f ish most 
def initely  helps  you to  have mult iple  catches .  I  bel ieve once a 
f ish is  caught  and released i t  can leave the area and potential ly 
cause the other  carp to  fol low it .  Big  hits  are  unusual  on the 
r iver,  but  in  previous years  I  have had up to  four f ish in  one 
night  with three f ish sacked and one in  the landing net .

Pre-baiting spots:

PAUL BENNETT PAUL BENNETT
I t  seems only  a  few f ish would be caught  from a prebaited 

spot  before they would move on (aka the spot  has  blown) –  this 
happens al l  too much!  For this  reason I  spread my efforts  into 
prebait ing more than one section to  keep my options open.  I f 
you f ind f ish on the r iver  on the top,  you’d be wise to  f ish for 
them that  night .  You can occasional ly  leave empty handed i f 
the f ish are preoccupied with feeding on natural  foods in  the 
swim or  holding up in  the area ready to  spawn.

Prebait ing a  spot  for  a  long period of  t ime can on occasion 
lead you into a  false  sense of  security,  a l lowing you to  fal l  into 
the trap of  f ishing an area you’ve committed a  lot  of  ef fort  to  and 
subsequently  miss  opportunit ies  elsewhere.  This  happened to 
me at  the beginning of  one season when I  baited up heavi ly 
by my mooring for  weeks before the season started.  Fish were 
boshing so much i t  was keeping me awake at  night ,  and then 
as  soon as  the season started,  the weather condit ions changed 
and the f ish seemed to thank me for  feeding them up prior  to 
spawning and disappeared upstream! This  wasn’t  a  waste  of 
t ime in  my book,  as  the feeding meant  my mooring had three 
areas that  remained clear  of  weed for  the rest  of  the season, 
and these spots  managed to  produce several  carp in  coming 
months.

You can always draw f ish upstream,  but  due to  the f low,  i t 
is  impossible  to  attract  f ish downstream.  I f  you want  f ish to 
come downstream,  you wil l  need to  wait  for  the f ish to  do this 
natural ly  or  be pushed down by strong f lood waters  or  drops 
in  pressure.  Try changing from partic les  to  boi l ies  (and vice 
versa)  i f  you are seeing signs of  carp on or  near the spots 
without  a  run. 

Line lay:
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I f  f ishing the bank,  l ine lay is  not  often good unless  you’re 
f ishing under your rod t ips .  I f  f ishing from the boat ,  you can 
often manoeuvre to  a  spot  for  the session where you can be 
upstream of  snags such as  weed beds,  whereas f ishing from the 
bank you may be faced with no other choice but  to  f ish over 
weed beds and ult imately  have to  negotiate  landing a  carp 
back through i t  again!  I  often feel  the leads hit  the bottom as 
I  cast  to  feel  what  type of  bottom is  there.  Putt ing a  piece of 
PVA foam nugget  on the hook can help improve the way the r ig 
presents  on the bottom.

Where to f ish from a boat:
Fishing by boat  al lows you to  easi ly  f ish areas that  other 

anglers  cannot  get  to  and present  bait  with better  l ine lay 
compared to  bank swims located in  a  less  optimal  location.  In 
my view (which does di f fer  somewhat  from other professional 
r iver  carpers) ,  you want  to  be f ishing direct ly  opposite  the 
bank you’re  moored up on or  cast ing downstream.  Nine t imes 
out  of  ten,  the f ish swim downstream on a  take.  I  have f ished 
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upstream and woken up to  very s lack l ines  and on a  number of 
occasions a  possible  f ish snagged up in  weed (or  lost !) .

There is  general ly  a  far  s ide and a  s lack s ide wherever you 
f ish (the far  s ide being on the outside above the upstream bend 
or  inside of  the bend when downstream).  This  can be used as 
the main tact ics  for  watercraft  in  knowing where hard gravel 
spots  would be with passing food and where s lower water 
may drop passing food to  the bottom.  In  the winter  months, 
the carp seem to lurk in  the s lack,  more si l ty  areas where you 
wouldn’t  f ind them in the summer.

The River  Medway is  a lmost  l ike  a  r iver  inside a  r iver.  The 
original  contour of  the r iver  is  dated back to  pre- lock t imes 
(possibly  wel l  before 1800 in  some areas) ,  which has left  a  deep 
trough in  the central  channel  with shal lower wide margins . 
In  some stretches the margin shelves can span a  third of  the 
width of  the r iver.  Some shelves can be extremely productive 
al l  year  round –  for  instance,  the faster  f lowing ones in  the 
summer and slower moving shelves can be good in  the winter.

Big  tree l ines  can hold big  boulders .  The tree l ined banks do 
not  get  as  much natural  food due to  the shade,  but  can often 
hold f ish looking for  passing food dropping in  underwater  dips 
caused by the roots  etc .  Low grassy banks are general ly  not  as 
snaggy,  but  can be weedier  due to  the amount of  sun -  which 
can hold f ish for  weeks at  a  t ime during the summer.

Li ly  pads are always a  s ign of  a  s i l ty  area and pockets  of  gravel . 
(A good type of  nutrit ious s i l t  compared) .  Fish may spawn 
in l i ly  pads i f  the stretch does not  have Canadian pondweed. 
This  is  typical  of  Teston Country Park on the Medway.  The 
Canadian pondweed seems to  grow in the shal low areas that 
receive more sun,  and again I  bel ieve i t  is  more preferable  for 
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the f ish to  spawn in these areas around June –July.
Bends and deep holes:
I  have often favoured bends due to  the s lack water,  and I 

have often witnessed large shoals  of  carp here.  This  could 
also be due to  the way the depth varies  by the way the r iver 
f low drops food,  s i l t  and other deposits .  During September 
and October,  these areas can produce a  lot  of  f ish with ease.  In 
the summer,  the lower ends of  the stretch can produce bites , 
as  the water  above the lock can be highly  oxygenated as  the 
surface water  moves. 

There are a  few spots  on the River  Medway near the last 
bends of  a  sect ion before the lock where very deep holes  can 
be located.  Two such examples  are found upstream of  East 
Farleigh and Teston locks .  I  think these were created natural ly, 
but  I  have been informed that  East  Farleigh’s  deep spot  may 
have been caused by bomb test ing in  WWII .  Fishing on these 
spots  has  been known to produce carp consistently  in  the past . 
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However,  lock construction works have af fected the carp in 
these areas in  recent  years .

How the stretches change:
Maidstone town stretch averages 9-10ft  through the lower 

stretches with large shal low areas running the whole way 
through the town.  The top of  the stretch averages 5-6ft ,  which 
is  very rocky and has often caught  me out  with huge snags .

Swims can change from one year  to  another.  For  instance, 
I  f ished a  swim at  the end of  the season with good success . 
I t  had a  nice  gravel ly  bottom and had a  spring feeding i t  as  a 
main feature.  The fol lowing year  there were a  large number of 
foreign objects  such as  a  keep net  and lots  of  large branches. 
This  could well  be why some anglers  struggle  to  get  a  bite 
in  the same swim from one season to  another.  I f  you’ve ever 
looked into the Medway from the Maidstone bridges ,  you may 
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well  spot  a  car  tyre ,  shopping trol ley or  even an old bike at 
the bottom! I  think I  counted nearly  20 shopping trol leys  near 
TK Maxx car  park.  Avoid cast ing anywhere near that  bank,  as 
your bait  may only  be 1ft  below the surface sat  upon a  trol ley 
or  two!

The EA does seem to have invested in  introducing salmon 
runs and repairing lock structures on the Medway over the last 
few years .  This  has  impacted on the barbel  and the carp due 
to  noise pol lut ion and changes in  f low,  making prime gravel 
feeding areas s i l ty  and causing the f ish to  migrate  upstream 
(possibly  below Yalding) .  This ,  a long with s luices  being 
opened up in  f lood,  can force carp in  some stretches to  move 
downstream into the next  sect ion.  (although many carp do hold 
up in  their  preferred areas for  many years) .  There could be a 
large number of  carp in  the t idal  sect ion after  Al l ington lock, 
which gets  a  lot  less  angl ing pressure due to  being dif f icult , 
dangerous and unorthodox f ishing condit ions . 

The tidal  stretch:
Carp can be caught  at  high t ide and low t ide in  the t idal 

sect ions depending on how determined you are .  Fishing whilst 
the t ide is  coming in  or  out  is  a lmost  a  waste of  t ime,  as  a 
lead rarely  holds the bottom or your l ines  get  taken out  by an 
insane amount of  debris .

Rainy summers:
Flash f loods during the summer have been known to keep the 

f ish feeding for  longer during the warmer months giving me 
and others  bigger hits  during what  could normally  be a  hard 
t ime of  year.  Try gett ing out  on the r iver  in  these condit ions 
to  try  for  yourself !

Fishing in the winter:
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I  l ive  on the boat  and through the winter,  so  I  have to  priorit ise 
keeping warm over carp f ishing at  t imes,  but  carp can st i l l  be 
found and caught  in  between f loods (occasional ly  in  f loods) . 
There is  something very sat isfying about  f ishing in  the snow 
from the boat  or  the bank,  and I  am yet  to  bank myself  a  “snow 
carp”.  I  have been known to push my luck in  previous years  on 
the boat  by gett ing stranded in  one spot  as  the f loodwaters 
come down.

Grass carp:
I  bel ieve the grass  carp on the Medway to  be territorial ,  and 

I  have seen a  group of  s ix  shoaled up.  I f  regular  carp are in  the 
area,  catching grass  carp can be dif f icult  (maybe the others 
bul ly  them away) .  I  bel ieve there are two grass  carp in  the 
Farleigh stretch around 8lbs  and 11lbs ,  and six  grass  carp in 
the Maidstone stretch averaging between 19 and 25lbs with 
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two pushing high 20s to  low 30s.  They do not  feed as  heavi ly 
on the bottom when the r iver  levels  or  depths are low.  I  do not 
seem to get  as  good hook holds on grass  carp when shal low 
(3-6ft)  as  when catching them from deeper water.

Caution should be taken with Grass  carp,  as  they seem to be 
particularly  del icate .  They can go bel ly  up in  the net  before 
they ’ve even been l i f ted out  the water,  so  take care not  to  keep 
them out  of  the water  long and certainly  do not  sack them. 
Grass  carp can act  strangely  when in  the net  before weighing 
them and spin l ike a  pike before stopping bel ly  up.  I  have 
witnessed burst  blood vessels  under the scales  of  the grass 
carp,  which can give them a red t inge.

Don’t  be fooled by what everyone else is  doing (or at  least 
saying):

On occasion,  once the word gets  out  that  I ’ve  caught 
somewhere on the r iver  or  my wet  unhooking mat  is  spotted 
on my boat ,  I  can return back to  my spot  later  that  day after  a 
shower and supplies  only  to  f ind the local  yob sitt ing on the 
bank with his  rods out  and mates next  to  him where my l ines 
were hours before.  As  I  f ish certain spots  from the boat ,  which 
are often hard to  f ish from high banks,  I  have been concerned 
over the abi l i ty  of  such anglers  i f  they were to  hook a  r iver  carp 
and attempt to  land i t  without  causing damage to  themselves , 
their  tackle  or  even worse,  the carp.

As a  new angler  trying to  get  into r iver  carping (no matter 
what  r iver) ,  you might  be misled by anglers  when asking what 
they caught  or  what  tact ics  they are using.  I f  what  you’ve been 
told sounds si l ly  or  unl ikely,  i t  may be the carper is  playing 
his  cards c lose to  his  chest .  Tip:  look out  for  wet  mats  or 
sacked f ish .
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Crabs:
One of  the hazards of  f ishing for  carp on the Medway is  crabs! 

There tend to  be crabs in  the Maidstone stretch that  come up 
from the t idal  sect ion and plague you i f  you are presenting 
f ishmeal  boi l ies .  Fishing with partic le  when the crabs are at 
their  peak can be detrimental ;  you may reel  in  your l ine to 
discover i t  has  been damaged severely  or  even cut  through by 
the crabs feeding intensely.

Pop-ups 6in off  the bottom can help combat  this ,  and is  ideal 
for  f ishing above underwater  cabbages trying to  mimic snai ls . 
Another t ip  is  to  f ish t iger  nuts  to  avoid crab troubles .  Using 
Armowrap has helped me to  f ish boi l ies  amongst  crab when 
al l  e lse  fai ls .  Towards the end of  October,  as  the weather gets 
colder  and the rains  come,  the crabs seem to disappear.

Leaves and debris:
Again,  in  the winter,  the strong winds and rain wil l  f i l l 

the r iver  with mil l ions of  leaves and branches.  This  can be 
problematic  when f ishing,  as  this  wil l  catch your l ine and bow 
it  downstream potential ly  dragging your 5oz grippa leads off 
their  spots .  The leaves become less  of  a  problem after  the 
f irst  few f loods push through,  making i t  easier  to  present  baits 
again.

Rowers and boats:
Fishing the r ivers  come with a  strong health warning for 

those with a  weak heart  or  stressful  tendencies .  Rowers seem 
to be the carp angler ’s  natural  enemy,  as  they are often rowing 
towards you at  speed,  facing the other way.  I f  your l ines  are 
not  pinned down with back leads,  you wil l  probably end up 
with the oars  stretching your l ines  and possibly  causing you to 
respool .  For  this  same reason,  you may lose hundreds of  yards 
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of  l ine i f  a  boat  propel ler  catches your l ine(s) .  On a  couple 
of  occasions,  I  have actual ly  managed to  pul l  a  motor boat  in 
which wrapped my lead core around its  prop and stal led the 
engine (much to  the owners dismay) .  That  said ,  I  now am a 
proud boat  owner myself  and much of  my f ishing is  done off 
my boat .

Night-t ime kayaking seems to  be a  “thing”  now,  and i t  is  not 
strange to  get  a  run at  4am from a burly  bloke in  a  kayak with a 
glow st ick as  a  spotl ight!  In  recent  weeks,  whilst  pike f ishing, 
I  had an encounter  with another male  canoeist  who savagely 
went  through a  pike setup with a  whole mackerel  result ing 
in  an almighty girly  scream.  This  did amuse me as  much as  i t 
annoyed me.

First  committed season for carping on the river Medway:
In  my f irst  proper season on the River  Medway,  i t  was a 

wet  summer with the r iver  f looding a  week before the season 
started.  I  focused my efforts  at  the River  Bar in  Maidstone 
town centre ,  which is  now a Thai  restaurant  by the two road 
bridges .  I  had prebaited for  a  whopping three weeks before 
the start  of  the season,  even whilst  the r iver ’s  banks were 
breached. 

On the opening day,  I  was rewarded with a  23lb common to 
start  the season,  fol lowed by three more nights ,  which produced 
two 21lb ful ly  scaled mirrors ,  an upper double  common,  a  20lb 
mirror  and a  35lb mirror,  which I  had seen lurking by the 
bridges for  the previous f ive  summers.  The 35lb mirror  was 
often seen with a  large ghost  carp and the longest  common you 
would ever  have seen!  After  catching these s ix  f ish ,  I  started 
prebait ing another spot  downstream,  and during a  couple  of 
day sessions,  I  managed to  catch a  double  common and a  20lb 
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mirror.  By this  point ,  the water  was back up to  normal  summer 
temperatures ,  and the carp seemed to be shoal ing up ready to 
spawn. 

On a  random day session,  I  was lucky enough to  capture 
potential ly  one of  the r iver ’s  largest  residents  in  the shape 
of  a  37lb 12oz common.  I  was pretty  sure this  was the long 
common I  spotted swimming alongside the 35lb mirror and 
ghostie  for  the last  f ive  summers.

Later  on in  the week,  I  went  for  a  quick day session at 
another spot  I  was prebait ing upstream and within the f irst 
hour managed to  catch a  low double  common.  I  then continued 
to  f ish this  swim for  the next  couple  of  weeks without  a  snif f . 
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I  moved back to  the town centre stretch early  that  August  and 
managed to  land a  26lb mirror and a  27lb common in the same 
night . 

I  then fished the opposite bank a few weeks on and caught a 
20lb leather.

Tip:  Helicopter rigs seemed to present best in the weedy 
conditions that exist  in the town centre stretch.

I  had an open season blank in town centre accompanied by 
the trouble that occurs with fishing in town centre,  brought 
by the drunks that rall ied around the banks at  night .  (This 
only seemed to be an issue in town due to the pubs).  I  decided 
to move upstream. The first  night I  f ished at East Farleigh,  I 
managed to hook into a 21lb common with some scars followed 
up by a 22lb jet  black common!

The following night ,  I  landed a chub weighing 9lbs 8oz,  which 
would have beaten the official  UK record if  I  had submitted it . 
At the time I  did not want to report the location of  the capture, 
as I  was worried that I  would lose my newly found spot to keen 
match fisherman.

Anyway,  that was a season to remember,  and I  could talk for 
hours about it .  Many more carp were caught later on this season.

The fish:
Most  seasons,  I  manage to  catch roughly the same number 

of  carp no matter  how hard I  try.  I  have been quite  lucky with 
the number of  30lb-plus  f ish I  have landed from the Medway. 
I  have had six  di f ferent  30s and one recapture in  the last  nine 
seasons,  averaging about  one 30lb carp in  every ten captures 
unti l  my fourth season where a  20lb carp seemed hard to  come 
by,  let  a lone a  30! 

I  do hope that  we see a  40lb carp come out  of  the r iver  soon, 
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and I  strongly  bel ieve there must  be at  least  one in  there 
considering how many years  ago the common I  caught  weighed 
37lb 12oz!  (Who knows…? Maybe someone has caught  one and 
kept  quiet  about  i t !) .

The 30-pounders:
Below is a gallery of  the 30lb-plus carp I  have been lucky 

enough to catch from the River Medway.  Please remember these 
were caught over a number of  years and that other anglers who 
regularly f ish the Medway have not all  been as lucky as I  have.

Changing colours:

ALEX HANSON ALEX HANSON
Fish in  the r iver  have been noted to  change colours  from 

the waters  in  the summer where carp are darker from basking 
in  shal low water.  Often after  f loods in  the winter,  the same 
f ish can appear to  have dif ferent  pigmentation due to  c loudy 
condit ions .  See the di f ference between the colours  of  the same 
carp caught  by my fr iend Peter  Blackett .  (Very obvious i t  is 
the same carp due to  the deformity) .

Same carp,  12 hours later:
Recently  I  received a  cal l  from a fr iend,  Joe ,  who was on his 

way up to  see me and decided to  stop and f ish a  hook bait  over 
a  showing carp as  he cruised up the r iver.  I t  resulted in  a  mid-
twenty mirror.  I  went  down to meet  him and photo the f ish at 
about  2pm.  However,  that  night  I  was back at  my mooring with 
my rods out ,  and at  2am (12 hours later) ,  I  caught  the very 
same f ish a  few hundred yards upstream,  which was a  real 
turn up for  the books.

Summary:
Waking up to  f ishing in  a  misty  weirpool  while  the sun 

breaks the horizon is  just  amazing to  me,  and whilst  l iving on 
a  boat  on the r iver,  I  consider myself  privi leged and lucky to 
be able  to  do as  much f ishing as  I  do.  These are most  enjoyable 
t imes for  me and wil l  remain my sole  passion in  l i fe . . .  from the 
fantastic  social  boat  f ishing tr ips  to  dragging each other out 
of  bed at  6am to photo a  f ish or  helping each other with boat 
maintenance.  I  have a  lot  to  thank my f ishing buddies  for,  so 
thank you.

Boat  f ishing and river  carping real ly  adds a  unique dynamic 
to  carp f ishing and I  can see why more anglers  attempt the 
r ivers  every year.  Put  in  the ef forts ,  and you wil l  eventual ly 
reap the rewards.
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A RETURNA RETURN
TO THETO THE

THAMESTHAMES

GRAHAM STEVENS

At the end of my last article ‘A Season on the Thames’, I wrote that the river 
is never far from my thoughts and that I might return, and I did, although 
I haven’t solely targeted the Thames since that 2012 season. These days, I 
prefer to mix it up with my lake fishing on the likes of the Sheepwalk and 
Ellis pits and more recently Frimley. You’ll never catch all the carp in the 
river, so it’s always a work in progress. My old haunts on the river had got 
busier and busier, and I fancied a change anyway. I had looked at some club 
stretches, but they were as busy with anglers as the public ones, although at 
least you don’t get the footfall of joggers, dog walkers, drunks and the like. It 
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was time to go back afloat. 

Throughout most of my adult life, I’ve at least had access to a boat on the 
river, the first one being a 38ft Norseman with twin Bedford engines, which 
was owned by a friend of mine, Martyn Halsey. It was such a lovely old boat 
with loads of mahogany called San Antonio. It was like a home from home 
on the inside with a double bedroom at the stern, complete with ensuite 
bathroom, wheel house/lounge, kitchen, shower room and two single beds 
in the bow. I was only around 16 or 17 at this time and used to ride my bike 
down to the mooring with a rucksack full bits and bobs to work on the boat 
for a bit of pocket money. 

Any wood on boats takes so much maintenance, and this one had loads. 
Every year it needed sanding down completely then reapplying seven coats 
of yacht varnish. Obviously, this was done with the rods out during the open 
season. But with it being so big, I was restricted to fishing the mooring it 
was on, and there were just no carp present. It was quite a novelty to have 
access to a boat like that at the age I was. At times I would take some female 
company down on the cross bar of my bike, and they’d have a drink and a 
sunbathe whilst I got some work done, then wined and dined… and we make 
use of that double bed in the back, LOL. All in all, it was a bit big to use as a 
fishing boat, and it wasn’t mine. It did teach me about boats and life on the 
river though. Let’s face it, after learning to manoeuvre a 38-footer, the rest 
should be easy. We made a good job of the restoration, and when it was sold, 
it made the front cover of a boat and yacht magazine with Martyn and me 
keeping a silver goblet each that was engraved with its name to remember 
it by. 

After that, there were a few inflatables and little dinghies, which were 
mainly used for transportation to areas that couldn’t be reached from the 
bank, but none were really suitable at all. Then I had joint ownership of a 
boat and trailer that a friend of mine, Steve Beeby, had kindly sold us for a 
cheap price, as he needed it gone from where it was stored. This is always 
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an issue, unless you own a property with enough room to store a boat on a 
trailer or have a permanent mooring. We had to store it on my mate’s drive, 
as I lived in a flat, I didn’t have a tow bar and we could only fish together, as 
it needed two of us to get it in and out. We did do the boat up as an out-and-
out fishing boat and even did the trailer up so it could take the same wheels 
as his car. We caught a few carp, but the boat had no cabin or cuddy, so again 
it was just used as transportation or short sessions. Sadly that didn’t work 
out, the boat was sold and that was the end of that… which brings me back 
to the end of the 2012/13 season that I fished from the bank and wrote 
about last time. 

A couple of years passed after that, and I was getting itchy feet on the Ellis 
Pit, as I’d already had the Dink, which was by then the biggest fish in the lake. 
Out of the blue, my friend Jim phoned me and said that he was now living 
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on a boat and had a mooring on a weir. As he was on the river grapevine, I 
asked him to keep an eye out for a cheap boat with a cabin or a cuddy that I 
could use for fishing. Pretty soon one turned up too. He was going to keep it 
as tender, but with space at a premium on his mooring, he decided to sell it. 
It was perfect for what I needed, but there was a proviso that I had to take 
it by the Friday, in three days’ time! It came with a rusty old 70s Mercury 
outboard, which wasn’t a runner, so I borrowed a 4hp Johnson off a friend, 
John Merritt. 

Unfortunately, this wasn’t running either, but after couple of hours’ 
tinkering with my mate Turtle and some basic tools, we had it running off 
one cylinder. It was like an episode of Scrapyard Challenge or the A-Team, 
minus the oxy acetylene equipment that seemed be in every location they 
needed it. Hi fives and hugs all round! We were buzzing! Jim also lent me 
his 2hp Johnson for an emergency but understandably didn’t want it used 
for the entire journey. I then went and picked up another friend, Phil Healy, 
at the location I was taking the boat to, so he would have his car at that end 
of the journey and be able to drive home when we got there. I was staying 
on the boat for the night, so I could take it to the mooring in the morning, 
leaving my car at the other end. I had already booked a lift back to that the 
following morning; it was like a military operation! 

By the time we set off, it was dark, and I was on a boat I’d never been on 
before, using a 4hp outboard running of one cylinder, tiller steering it from 
the back whilst trying to look over the roof, as it wasn’t compatible with the 
boat’s steering control. To be honest, it was great fun for us both, and we had 
a whale of a time just getting it there. Even in the dark of night, the scenery 
was awesome, and the miles between the three locks we had to go through 
passed so quickly. I dropped Phil off, found somewhere safe to moor up for 
the night and made a cup of tea. It was then that I realised for the first time 
in my life that I was on my own boat. Oi, oi!

The boat was a 13ft dory type with a closed off cabin with two 6ft long 

moulded seats. One would take a Coleman compact inflatable bed for a 
sleeping bag and the other side was ample for tackle and creature comforts. 
It also had an area of about 6x6ft at the back, just enough room for full 
size unhooking mat and still have room to move. The boat was solid but 
bright yellow… well, fifty shades of yellow to be precise. The previous owner 
actually said that if he’d kept it, he would have put the Trotters Independent 
Traders’ stickers on it… but it had to go! 

I stripped it down to the good fibreglass, removed the remains of an old 
pilot screen and rusty screws, took off the rotten window rubbers and 
wooden handles, painstakingly removed the flaking emulsion paint from 
the inside of the cabin, filled all the holes, sanded it, masked up all the good 
white gel coat and painted it green. It was now the carpiest boat on the river. 
I named it ‘Project G’, and at the start of the 2015 season, I was ready to go, 
buzzing to explore a new section. I still had the tiller mount 4hp outboard 
but had replaced the points, and it was now running perfectly. I only had the 
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actual 16th off, so I set out the night before and picked a swim on a public 
mooring with a big overhanging willow on the opposite side and cast out 
the rods at midnight. Sadly nothing happened that night, and just after first 
light, I decided to set out and find some fish. It was already warm, and a hot 
day was forecast, so I put on my Polaroids and set off. 

It wasn’t long before I started to realise that there were a hell of a lot of 
features in the section. It had it all – shed loads of overhanging trees and 
islands, boats, inlets and outlets, marinas and private mooring cuts, as well 
as the same features that are in every section – the top and bottom of locks 
and weirs at each end. I was spoilt for choice… where did I start? I went up 
and down the full length of the section twice before finally seeing a carp, a 
good common, which was sitting between the branches of a spindly dead 
tree at the bottom end of the section. It was the only dead tree in a row 
of thick foliage. The carp was obviously sunning itself in the safety of its 
branches without the fear of being run over by the boat traffic. 

I circled back to an opening in the foliage downstream of the dead tree and 
manoeuvred the boat straight into the gap. I then tied off the bow of the boat 
to a branch and dropped a mud weight off the stern on the upstream side 
and sat back to gather my thoughts. What I saw next blew my mind! A carp 
topped in the middle of river, then another and another and another… What 
the hell was going on? It was some show, like the carp Olympics. I did flick 
a rod out to the dead tree, but it was about 10ft deep right next to it with a 
clean gravel bottom. I was never that confident of bite once I felt the depth. 
All the carp were obviously up in the water, but to this day, I don’t know 
why they were showing so much. They were jumping, rolling, porpoising, 
boshing, trying to fly and everything. Everyone I called that day even heard 
them top on the phone, whilst I was telling them what was going on. “Was 
that another one I just heard?” they’d say. “Yep” I’d reply. It was mad. 

I stayed and watched them until the light started to go and then went back 
to my mooring. I saw well over a hundred shows that day, which was quite 
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ironic, as I never saw another carp top for the rest of the season! I tried 
baiting several spots on the biggest features in the section but didn’t have a 
bite from a carp, just the obligatory bream. That was until one day, as I got 
to my mooring and saw a carp in the water next to my boat. Cheeky bugger, 
I thought! 

I had left a bucket of bait on the boat since the last session a few weeks 
before, and it stunk honkerton, so I emptied it in the deepest part of my 
mooring on the way out. The night was uneventful where I ended up, and I 
made my way back. As I was pulling into my mooring, floating past the spot 
I’d tipped the bucket of bait on, it was clouded right up with a couple of 
tails vortexing! With my heart racing, I moored up in the corner and quickly 
walked up to the action. After watching for a bit, I could see three carp – 
one mirror at least mid-twenty, an upper-double common and a tiny mirror. 
They would go into the cloud, drop down and feed, then circle around the 
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clear water and come back. I quickly went and grabbed a rod from the boat 
and walked back up. I waited until they left the cloud, then lowered the rig 
in and walked the rod back to the boat. 

A few minutes passed until temptation got the better of me, and I went 
for a look. I saw the common go down, come straight back up spooked, and 
swim off. The rod I picked up had a chod rig on, and it was obvious by the 
carp’s reaction that a pop-up was the wrong rig for the situation. I reeled 
it in straight away and got one of the other rods, which had a snowman rig 
on with a Wraysbury Baits Red Hot Squid hardened hookbait and a bright 
pop-up. As the fish were still in the clear water, I dropped it straight out in 
the cloud and walked back to my boat and put the rod down. I reached into 
my pocket and pulled out the bits I needed to construct a rollup, when the 
rod tip pulled over, and I was in! Sweet, I thought… not! I knew there was 
something wrong immediately. 

The line was going into the same spot in the water, yet the fish was going up 
and down under the other moored boats, obviously stuck round something 
on the bottom. I had no control, and soon the inevitable happened and the 
hook pulled. I was not happy to say the least! When all the disturbance had 
settled, the common and the tiny mirror were still in the area, but the big 
mirror was gone. Guess which one I lost? As this was the only bite I’d had 
from a carp, I was starting to get a bit frustrated by the section as winter 
came, so I sought some advice and local knowledge. 

I was put in touch with two proper anglers that had fished the section in 
the past and had moved on, so they didn’t mind giving me some info. What 
both said was eerily similar – that there weren’t a lot of carp in the section 
full stop. Both said, “I bet you’ve been fishing all the main features, haven’t 
you?” “Yes,” I said. It turned out that they had actually caught from some 
of the featureless parts. It also turned out that there were a few ‘garden’ 
anglers who either worked for, or owned bait firms. Fair play to them – if I 
had a house that backed onto the river and access to ‘free’ bait then I’d be 
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baiting it every night too. To be honest, I wouldn’t dream of fishing those 
areas, and that bit of info worked for places to leave alone. Add to that three 
or four more proper boat anglers, and I really was up against it! They did 
also both say that the carp were flighty on that section, and when they did 
get one, after baiting a spot and catching one, the carp would do one, the 
bream would move in, and they’d be back to square one. Both had struggled 
to break double figures for a season despite fishing the river as their target 
water, and like I said before, they are proper anglers. Great, I thought! The 
section was granite hard, and I only had a couple of nights a month fish 
it! The winter was cold and bitter, and the season ended without anything 
more than more bream.

During the closed season, I had upgraded the outboard to a 9.9 Yamaha, 
which fitted on the boat’s steering controls. At last I could now stand up 
and pilot the boat! That was after I stripped down the controls it came 
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with, reconditioned and painted them, added new cables and serviced the 
outboard. One of the best features of this boat was that the steering wheel 
is on the right-hand side, as most are on the left, and on the river you have 
to keep to the right, so I could look straight down into the marginal water 
– great for fish spotting. 

At the start of the next season, my friend Nikk Aylin and I had done a bit of 
prep on a swim in the next section up. We had fished the odd session there 
in the past and knew the carp were there early season. We loaded up Project 
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G and set out on the afternoon of the 15th – we were buzzing like a couple 
of school kids all the way up the river and into the lock. I love the feeling of 
opening day on the river. We made our way through and out the other side 
and all the way to the area. After re-cutting out an old swim for Nikk and a 
path leading to the boat where I was staying, we were ready for the start. 

Fishing-wise, the first night passed without event, but we did have a bottle 
of champagne and few beers and cigars to celebrate the start of the season. 
We had both prebaited our swims a couple of days before. Nikk went for a 
bit of everything, whereas I went for a boilie-only approach – about 15-20kg 
of Wraysbury Baits Red Hot Squid and MCNut, which were spread down the 
shelf. I hadn’t put out any more free offerings other then my usual ten-bait 
stringer on one of the rods and the another just the hook bait, which was 
back on my ‘standard’ 18mm hardened hook bait and 16mm bright pop-up 
snowman. 

We were both feeling a bit worse for wear by the evening. I was confident 
that my baits were still fine, and I didn’t want to disturb the swim so left 
them out and went to bed. This was a good move, as in the dead of night my 
right-hand rod folded over, and the spool on my reel was screaming as loud 
as the bite alarm. I grabbed hold of the rod and just managed to stop the fish 
going round a post in the water downstream from where I was moored. It 
was sending up big, inky swirls in the dark water, pulling the boat round till 
the mooring rope tightened up like something from Jaws. It was such a hard 
fighting fish, and even when I got it close to the boat, it was it was trying to 
pull my arm off, sending lily pads and streamer weed up from the bottom, 
which floated off downstream. 

After what felt like an eternity, it popped up on the surface, and I managed 
to get it in the net and secured it. My heart was racing, so I steadied myself, 
put the kettle on and woke Nikk up. We got the carp care, weighing kit and 
camera sorted on the bank, and I went back on the boat to get the fish. On 
the scales it went 31lb 4oz. At last – my first Thames thirty! This is still an 
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achievement for the river these days. I’ve got friends that have had in excess 
of two hundred carp out of the Thames and only had one thirty. I’m also 
talking about ‘main river’ fish, not a lake that the fish can’t return to the 
river from or landlocked between weirs on parts of the river with a different 
name. 

For me, the epitome of a Thames carp is one that if it so desired, could 
swim up to Lechlade or down to London Bridge. I’m very fortunate that I’ve 
also got a few friends that keep track of Thames carp, and this one was easily 
identifiable, as apart from being a mirror, it had a chopped bottom lobe of its 
tail. After a quick search, I was sent a pic of when it was caught some years 
before by a mate of mine four sections downstream and another pic from 
even further away. They all have a story to tell. 

This brings me on to another subject, which was raised on Facebook by 
a Thames angler I have a lot of respect for – Neil Wayte. I referred to it as 
Chopped Tail on my Facebook post, and he commented, “Don’t start naming 
them!” LOL. I do agree with him in most respects, but I was just describing 
the fish. I had one from Thames Ditton years ago, which was known as Floppy 
Tail, a fish which I’d seen a few years ago on the front of UK Carp mag when a 
friend of mine, Terry Hearn, had it from Kingston one winter. Unfortunately, 
I also saw it in the Anglers Mail not a year after I had it with an unscrupulous 
angler claiming it to be over 32lbs. It was 21lb 12oz when I had it, and it was 
known to have been around that weight for years. 

The most famous Thames carp I knew of when I was growing up was one 
called the Schoolgirl, an old school fully scaled carp that fuelled my interest in 
the river many years ago. So it’s not like they’ve never been named, although 
I do prefer the names to be a description of the fish. One plus point is that 
in this day and age of carp fishing booming and social media, there is more 
and more knowledge and records of Thames fish. This should hopefully stop 
people taking them out and stocking their own venues for their own profits. 
A main river Thames fish is a fish of the people – power to the people! 

PAUL BENNETT PAUL BENNETT

Anyway, back to the session… After we’d weighed, photographed and put 
it back, we went back to our respective swims and got some much-needed 
kip. The next night passed without any excitement, but at first light, the same 
rod was away and a small, gnarly, old-looking common was soon in the net. 
I did some self-takes with it and let Nikk catch up on some much-needed 
zeds, as he’d been plagued with line bites from bream and chub all night. 
That turned out to be the last carp caught, and despite returning a couple 
more times throughout the season, they’d gone. I did lose something on an 
end-of-season trip, which snagged me in a underwater tree. Although it felt 
massive it didn’t fight like a carp; it was probably a cat. 

I was still only able to give the river a night or two a month, which is a bit 
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like pissing in the wind, especially as I now wanted one from the granite 
section my boat was actually moored on. The next season, I spent my limited 
time on the river in pursuit of that goal, but only had shed loads of snotty 
bream… Yuk! The only thing of note was when I had a social with Nikk on 
the section just down from the weir. I had moored my boat up on an old 
platform on the next swim down and cast a couple of rods out – one on 
a bush downstream and one down the track for a barbel. That rod ripped 
off around midnight, and soon after, I had a barbel in the net. It was like 
a baseball bat, really long and skinny but went 13lb 12oz, a bloody good 
summer weight, and we wondered what else was in the section. 

Back to the carp fishing… I did have one chance at the end of the season… 
I think… After some strong winds, I noticed that two trees had fallen near an 
outlet. One was completely covering the swim from the bank, and the other 
was horizontal in the water next to it. After some trimming the tree in the 
water, I managed to ‘dock’ the boat against a big branch running perpendicular 
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to the bank. I flicked out three rods – one on the upstream margin, one in 
front and down the shelf and with the other to the downstream margin. All 
of them hand three or four big handfuls of Wraysbury Baits Red Hot Squid 
and MCNut thrown around them. I had a few bream before it all went quiet, 
and I got some kip. 

I do remember waking up to a single beep on the middle rod, but I looked 
at the motionless tip, dead straight up in the air and fell back to sleep. When I 
awoke in the morning and looked at the rods, I knew something wasn’t right. 
In the mist, I could see that the line from the middle rod was at the wrong 
angle. It was going upstream and under the left-hand rod. I immediately 
picked it up and started to reel it in. The line went under the boat and in 
‘knit one, pearl one’ fashion through the branches of underwater trees, as 
far upstream as I’d cast it out in front of me. I eventually got my rig back, 
as whatever it was I’d had on had transferred me to a branch… None of the 
bream had done that! It must have been a carp. Unfortunately, I didn’t get 
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back before the season ended, and that was that. 

At the start of the year before, I had obtained another bigger boat, and 
it was high time to get that up and running. I loved ‘Project G’, as it was the 
carpiest boat on the river and perfect for one person for a night or two, but 
unfortunately, my circumstances had changed. I was now separated from 
my wife and daughter and living with friends. So, I now wanted something 
that bit more comfortable that I could take someone else with me on and 
use as a leisure boat too. This was a Birchwood 18ft Continental, which had 
a lot more room and features without being too big for fishing, but it needed 
a complete restoration and modifying for my own preferences, a ‘restomod’ 
if you like. 

By then I had also been made redundant from the company I’d worked 
for over 20 years. Although this was another kick in the nuts, it did allow 
me to fish full time for a bit. I was right into my lake fishing on Frimley Pit 
4, and I had also had a productive winter on Pit 3 – stories for another time, 
maybe? But June soon came around and I had to do something. I decided 
that if I kept ‘Project G’, I’d probably have got sidetracked from the other 
boat with actually fishing the river and couldn’t afford to keep paying two 
lots of mooring fees anyway, so I put it up for sale. It was after all a ready to 
go carp fishing boat. 

It wasn’t advertised for long when I was messaged by a proper angler 
looking for a boat, and it was sold in quick time and went to a good home. 
I actually could have sold it two or three times over. Now I had to get the 
other one done. By now it was dry-docked, and I had done some bits and 
pieces. It was one of the hottest years on record, which hindered as much 
as helped me. If I’d have known it was going to last as long as it did, I’d have 
taken it down to a bare hull from the start and made my life a bit easier, but 
I enjoyed most of it in some sick way Even when the season started with the 
calls and messages from friends telling me what they had caught from the 
river,. including Nikk having his first Thames thirty in the shape of a 30lb 
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2oz fish, I was still buzzing and well happy for him. 
After two months of working from dawn till dusk, it was finally ready. The 

River Monkey was born! I’ve cut the story on this one short, as I’ve started 
a Facebook page for it (River Monkey), which you’re welcome to look at 
or like. After the initial Launch and joyrides with friends and family, it was 
finally time to get fishing. I still wanted a carp from the granite section but 
struggled to find somewhere I was happy to fish. That was until on the last 
lap of the section on my first fishing trip, when I remembered the occurrence 
I’d had the year before in the Fallen Tree swim. 

I quickly spun the boat round and headed to the spot. I first had to make 
sure the bigger boat fitted in the same hole as Project G, and it did. I quickly 
deposited a bucket of Wraysbury Baits Red Hot Squid on one spot and headed 
back home. I returned to the boat a couple of days later, which was now the 
15th of August. After the long journey up the other end of the section, I was 
relieved to find the swim empty. The boat was moored up with minimal fuss, 
and the rods went out just before dark. A procession of bream then followed 
on the left and middle rods until daylight. I thought it was a bit strange that 
I’d not had anything on the right-hand rod, as it was on that spot I’d put the 
majority of the prebait on. When I picked up the rod, I found out why. It was 
snagged solid! I tried everything I could to get it free, but eventually pulled 
for a break. I hate doing that, but it was making a mess of the swim. I tied on 
another complete setup and cast it back to the spot. 

By then it was starting to rain, and I was on the phone to a friend, Ryan 
Boyda, telling him about the endless bream when the right-hand rod finally 
went. I threw the phone down on the bed and shouted to Ryan to hang up. I 
fully expected it to be yet another bream, but something was different. The 
fish came straight towards me, went under the boat and attempted to get 
down the upstream margin, the same as the ‘occurrence’ that I’d had the year 
before. I had to ‘give it the butt’ and beast it out. When it eventually surfaced, 
it looked a good fish with a massive head and wide across the shoulders. I 
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Here she is at last! Regarded by many as the ‘ultimate’ big carp, the stunning Black Mirror, captured here beneath

the Colnemere snags. The Black Mirror joins Bazil and Heather in our ‘legendary carp hall of fame’, soon to be

joined by other famous carp that have shaped our big carp heritage, starred alongside the UK’s most famous carp

anglers and made us all gasp at their beauty and give those who have dedicated their lives in pursuit of them, the

utmost respect. One of my favourite carp of all time – strong, dark and so very difficult to put on the mat. Once

again an absolute masterpiece, the one and only Black Mirror is available now as a small number of signed and
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sent a quick pic of it in the net to a few friends who all replied with similar 
comments: “That looks a chunk!” 

At long last, I’d finally caught one from the granite section, on the 16th of 
August, exactly two months after the start of the season. I prepared the carp 
care, weighing kit and camera and bought it aboard. I was a bit surprised 
with how little it weighed when I picked it up in the net, only needing one 
arm to lift it in the boat. On the mat, it was clear to see why; it had an unusual 
shape – all back end and no front, it reminded me of a Savay escapee, and 
could well have been. On the scales it went 24lb 8oz, but it looked massive. 
It didn’t matter though, as it was a special fish to me. The rest of the day 
passed without event, and I couldn’t wait for the night to start. 

The bream were a bit quieter, and I’d actually managed to get to sleep 
when the middle rod screamed off at some rate of knots. I lifted the rod 
and got the fish under control, when out of the blue the hook pulled, or so 
I thought… It had actually snapped! Oh well, I thought. Actually, that’s a lie! 
I was furious! I have been with the JPrecision hooks team since the owner 
Jamie Peters started out, but I hadn’t used a sharpened hook on the river 
before for obvious reasons. But now thought I’d try, as the hook holds I’d 
had whilst using them on lakes had been mega, and they are super strong. I 
tied up a few new rigs, rebaited all the rods and got them back out. 

Nothing happened until first light the following morning when the right-
hand rod melted off again. This time a double figure ghostie common was 
the culprit, with a good hook hold. This was the second time I’d had a large 
mirror followed a night later by a smaller common. One bonus was, as I 
was unhooking it, I noticed some erroneous line in the net. I grabbed hold 
of it and pulled it in, and I ended up getting the rig back that I’d lost the day 
before when I pulled for a break! I did return to the spot a couple more times, 
but only had bream. The swim was now a bit blatant, and other boat anglers 
were getting in there, which made prebaiting a bit pointless and expensive, 
especially when you total up the time and distance it takes to get to the boat 
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then get to the swim and the cost of the bait itself – not for the faint hearted. 

By then another well-known Thames angler had moved his boat on the 
section, and as it turned out had been baiting the same spot. But after 
exchanging a few messages, I decided to let him have it and concentrate the 
little time I had left of the season a bit further upstream where I could fish 
for barbel and carp – a bit of carbeling if you like, or as I don’t mind chub 
and the same tactics are now used to catch them all, I coined the phrase 
carbarchubling! There was actually one massive barbel I was after that Nikk 
had caught at 18lb 12oz in the autumn, and it had done over 20lbs at the end 
of the last season. I was still prebaiting with loads of Wraysbury Baits Red 
Hot Squid but had now started to add pellet, as there were fewer bream in 
the faster water, and I wanted something to break down and draw the fish 
in. I’d had a few barbel to 10lb 8oz and small chub at the bottom of the weir 
section, but no more carp. I was a member of the club that had the fishing 
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rights to this bit, but unfortunately, they lost it just after Christmas. 
I had intended to leave the boat alone in the New Year and fish the reminder 

of the season from the bank, but with the club losing the section, the boat 
was the only option. I went for a look and managed to find a spot I could get 
the boat in and have a big feature to fish on the upstream side in the shape 
of a large fallen tree in the water. This was baited with copious amounts of 
Wraysbury Baits Red Hot Squid and pellet at least once a week. But even 
with all the will in the world, I could only fish it once a month due to looking 
after my daughter most weekends, and I was now back working full time. 
Then the winter floods came. I still made the effort to keep baiting, but it 
wasn’t until the last couple of weeks of the season that I managed to get 
some ‘free’ time to actually fish. I’ve got to admit, I’ve never had a buzz like 
it, driving down to the river to fish for a potential British record barbel and 
big carp and chub on a prebaited spot I was 99% sure of actually getting in. 

When I eventually got to the swim, I put two rods out on my usual boilie 
approach, but one on my “modest” quarter-of-a-tin of luncheon meat rig 
that I have caught my biggest barbel on in the past. The first night passed 
without a beep, but on the second night, I had a steady take on the luncheon 
meat rod, which weirdly turned out to be an upper double figure pike! This 
was then followed with a barbel on the left-hand boilie rod, yet another at 
10lb 8oz. Not being big headed, but I’ve had every weight in the tens from 
10lb 1oz to 10lb 15oz and many of them too, but only few above 11lbs. 

The next session, I was confident I was getting some fish in the swim, and 
felt like a bite was on the cards. I didn’t have to wait long either, as a 9lb 
barbel was soon in the net, quickly followed by another. The river was fining 
down, and the colour was dropping out… it really was spot on. I could even 
hear the odd crash of fish topping near the boat too, which I wasn’t sure 
were carp or barbel. As the night got later and later, I thought the fish had 
done the off and went to bed when the right-hand boilie rod fished next to 
the tree folded in half and let out an almighty scream! 

PAUL BENNETT PAUL BENNETTSTEVE BRIGGS STEVE BRIGGSALEX HANSON ALEX HANSON
I ran down to the boat in my socks and grabbed hold of the rod. Immediately 

the fish surfaced three quarters of the way across the river. I could clearly 
see the massive swirls from it heading downstream in the considerable flow. 
The fight was epic, and all along, I was convinced that it was that big barbel 
I’d been hoping for… But as it reached the shallow water near my boat and 
within headtorch distance, I thought WTF – it’s a carp, and big’un too. After 
a few more powerful runs, I got it under control and safely in the net. It was 
so long and wide, I was sure I’d broken my Thames PB again. I joked to Nikk 
on the phone that I thought I was at Frimley! 

After letting my heart rate slow down and recovering with a cup of tea, I 
set up the carp care, weighing equipment and camera and went to retrieve 
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the fish in the net, but similar to the Savay looking one I had earlier in the 
season, it didn’t have the weight. John Wilson’s saying of, “It’s not as big 
as I first thought… ha ha ha!” springs to mind. On the scales, it went 29lb 
8oz, still a big fish by ‘main river’ Thames standards. It looked superb in 
its winter colours – dark on top with yellows and a bit of pink on its belly. 
Nothing more happened that night, and I left the river, already clucking to 
get back for the last weekend of season. Unfortunately, it had rained nonstop 
in between the sessions, and the river was up and coloured. I did manage to 
winkle out a 9lb-odd barbel and one at a PB-shaking 13lb 14oz on the first 
night, but the river rose and fell by over two feet the following day, and that 
was that – the end of the season. 

Whilst I’ve been typing this, I’ve worked out that I’ve caught carp from 
every section on the Thames from below Teddington lock up to Eton lock, 
except one. I think I’ll have a go on that section this year…
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