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Well how hot has the last month or so been 

- Jesus!! Those that have braved the record 

breaking temperatures have been treated to 

some excellent fishing despite the rapidly 

falling water levels. 

Someone who is on a roll recently is young 

Amelia Rose. She’s back after another 

exciting trip to Yateley. Gaz Fareham has 

been searching the canals of Europe for a big 

carp and comes up trumps. Ever consistent 

Oscar Thornton has been enjoying the 

summer sessions. Follow his tips to make 

the best of the current conditions. Rich 

Hogg continues is ventures on the local 

canals. Scott Sweetman has some great 

tips for maximising your marker game. Then 

lastly it’s cover star Tintisan Rares with an 

epic capture of Linear’s new Big Fully.
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“Very sad news with the passing of 

Sir  Pete Springate, one of  the genuine 

legends and pioneers of  Br i t ish carp 

f ishing.

Pete’s  place in carp-f ishing history 

is  unquest ionable.  From the famous 

Yeoveney brace of  36½lb and 38½lb in 

1978, to his  extraordinary captures f rom 

Wraysbury, his  name became associated 

with some of  the most memorable 

moments and most iconic carp in Br i t ish 

angl ing.

In July 1991, Pete caught Mary from 

Wraysbury at 45lb 6oz. The fol lowing 

RIP SIR PETE 
SPRINGATE
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year he produced one of the 

great moments in carp-fishing 

history when he caught Mary 

again at 47lb and Mary’s 

Mate at 37lb 8oz within just 

three hours of each other.  His 

remarkable l ist  of  captures also 

included f ish such as Basil , 

Heather and the Sonning Eye.

Pete’s  abi l i ty  wasn’t  conf ined 

to pursuing famous big 

carp.  His  extraordinary 

consistency and watercraft 

were demonstrated when he 

caught a carp f rom the surface 

in 48 consecutive calendar 

months — four complete years, 

including through the winter 

months.

In 2010, Pete was inducted 

into the Carp Fishing Hal l 

of  Fame, recognit ion of  an 

angl ing career  that  had 

already inspired generat ions 

of  carp anglers .

Despite those achievements, 

Pete was renowned for 

being understated and for 

keeping himsel f  away f rom 

the l imel ight .  His  reputat ion 

was bui l t  on his  angl ing, his 

watercraft  and the respect  he 

earned f rom fel low anglers .

Br i t ish carp f ishing has lost 

one of  i ts  t ruly great  f igures.

Thoughts are with Pete’s 

family, f r iends and al l  those 

who knew him.

Rest  in peace, Sir  Pete 

Springate.  A pioneering angler 

whose name wil l  forever  be 

part  of  Br i t ish carp-f ishing 

history” 

Mart in Wake
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“Bit of bad news im afraid...   our 

dear old friend Paul Hunt, best 

known to us us all , as the guy 

from Canadian Carping on the 

mighty St Lawrence river, and 

our early exploits over Darenth, 

as part of the Mainline team, a 

long time friend of Steve and 

Kevs, from before the start of 

Mainline...was such a happy 

go lucky guy, we had a great 

time, he even got on really well 

with young Rael..   lol.. always 

plotting and planning what 

to try next... did love my time 

over Darenth..  and had a great 

laugh, as did we all.....who’d 

RIP PAUL HUNT

of thought in those early days, 

as to how many anglers would 

make that mighty trek across 

the pond to carp fish in Canada..  

well Paul spotted something 

we all missed..  and he guided 

countless English anglers on 

those exploits on the enormous 

river..

..i only just found out Paul had 

sadly passed when i saw this 

post from Pauls wife Lisa...  Paul 

had not long retired, sold all the 

tackle, and went on a few well 

deserved holidays...

RIP..  my old friend...”

Zenon Bojko
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“Still feels a little surreal writing 

this… After drawing a really 

good peg for the final, we knew 

we were going to be in with a 

great chance of winning, as long 

as the fish turned up.

Thankfully, the fish did turn 

up! From there, it was all about 

sticking to the plan and working 

together throughout the final. 

The first 24 hours were a little 

tight at times, but we managed to 

keep ticking fish off and putting 

ourselves in a strong position.

Going into the second night, 

we knew it was going to come 

DREAM COME TRUE 
FOR BCAC PAIR 

down to that last morning when 

the fish hopefully rocked up on 

the surface. Thankfully, they did, 

and we managed to make the 

most of it, landing 15 fish on the 

final morning.

That was enough to secure 1st 

place and become British Carp 

Angling Champions 2026! 

When the final hooter sounded 

and we knew we’d done enough, 

it was an unbelievable feeling. 

All the preparation, long hours 

and hard work had finally paid 

off,” reported Lewis Brown and 

Blaise Price.
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 Wel l  what a fantast ic  weekend 

had by al l  and an equal ly 

great  amount of  money raised 

for  Prostate Cancer UK.  We 

are current ly  standing at 

£2,002.70 ( Including gi f t  a id) 

on our  Just  Giving Page! 

h t tps : / /www. jus tg iv ing.com/

p a g e / l i n d s e y - h u m p h r e y -

4 ? u t m _ m e d i u m = F A & u t m _

source=CL Wel l  done to the 

winning pair  Kenny and 

Andy whose 3 f ish combined 

ALBURY & HERON 
LAKES CHALLENGE 
CUP 2026 

weight of  81lbs 14ozs won 

them the match.  Also too for 

their  generosity in donating 

the £110 pr ize money to the 

charity as wel l , wel l  done guys 

A weekend ful l  of  banter  and 

laughs and a great  t ime had 

by al l .  PB buckets at  the end 

as wel l .  Great  social  BBQ on 

Saturday afternoon, and most 

important ly  the point  of  the 

weekend was opening up the 

conversat ion of  ta lking about 
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men gett ing checked ear ly  for 

prostate cancer!  Go get  your 

PSA test  f rom your GP! We 

are a lways blown away by the 

generosity of  our  members 

especial ly  giving up a weekend 

to take part , and al l  those that 

couldn’t  but  donating through 

the just  giving page and 

sending messages of  support , 

i t  means a lot!!  Big thanks to 

our  weighing stewards Dave 

Carter  David Chamberlain and 

Anthony Gubler  and most of  a l l , 

to al l  members of  the syndicate, 

you never  let  us down for  this 

annual  event.  Also thanks to 

Stephen Dean for  the f lags. 

Thanks to donations of  raf f le 

pr izes f rom Innovate Baits 

Mainl ine Baits  St  Ives Tackle 

Cambs @Poleposit iontackle 

Dates for  your diary for  next 

year, 6th -  8th August .  2027 

for  the Albury & Heron Lakes 

Chal lenge Cup 2027. 
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Head to  our  websi te  & check 

out  our  Of f ic ia l  B luebel l  Lakes 

magazine  packed with  lake 

in format ion, ru les  and tack le 

shop o f fer ings 

Downloadable  for  f ree!  Our 

magazine  inc ludes  behind 

the  scenes  in format ion on 

how our  iconic  B luebel l  Lakes 

BLUEBELL LAKES 
MAG NOW LIVE 
ON THE WEBSITE

began and has  evo lved into 

the  complex you see  today.

Our  team are  avai lab le  7days 

a  week, 12hrs  a  day to  he lp 

make your  v is i t  to  B luebel l 

Lakes  an unforgettable 

exper ience 

When is  your  next  v is i t  to 

B luebel l  Lakes?
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https://www.iktus.fr/
https://wa.me/33644359635
https://facebook.com/IktusBearn
https://facebook.com/IktusCorreze
https://instagram.com/iktusbearn
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 Huge congratulations to 

Kayleigh Dowd .  In July she 

WON Individual Gold and Team 

Silver in the Ladies Carp World 

Championships in Latvia… 

Bringing it  home for England 

Here’s her story: “This year’s 

World Championships were 

held in Latvia on Lake Balote, 

a lake of approximately 450 

acres with depths of up to 10 

feet and a very si lty lakebed. 

We also competed on the 

ENGLAND WIN: KAYLEIGH 
WORLD CHAMP  

same lake at the 2024 World 

Championships, where we 

didn’t perform as well  as we 

had hoped.

However, returning this year, 

we had a new plan in place 

and felt  confident as a team.

My partner, El len Beedham, 

and I  drew peg B1, which we 

were pleased with as it  was an 

end peg. The f irst 24 hours were 

fair ly slow, but after making 

a few adjustments, the swim 
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continued to improve and got 

stronger as the competition 

progressed. In the end, we 

caught 37 f ish for a total  weight 

of 165kg, which was enough 

to make us Individual World 

Champions.

It  was an incredible experience 

and something I  have 

always wanted to achieve at 

international level.  As a team, 

we’re already looking ahead to 

South Africa in 2027 and feeling 

confident about our chances. 

Hopeful ly, we’l l  be able to go 

one better and bring home the 

team tit le.” 

The f inal result  is super 

impressive: 37 f ish for 165kg 

meant she dominated the 

f ield, enough to crown herself 

and Ellen Beedham individual 

champions of the world!

Kayleigh is back in the UK 

now… but was straight back 

out on the bank. Well  done
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Not every young person thrives 

in busy, noisy environments.

For many, the biggest 

difference isn’t simply being 

outdoors. It’s having the space 

to breathe. That’s one of the 

reasons Reel Impact delivers 

its sessions at OAK LAKES 

FISHERIES. Nestled within 

the peaceful countryside of 

Southminster, away from the 

noise and distractions of busy 

activity centres, Oak Lakes 

provides a calm, structured 

environment where young 

people can slow down, focus 

and reconnect with themselves, 

with nature and with others.

REEL IMPACT ANGLING

From September 2026, we’re 

opening a limited number of 

additional funded places for 

young people aged 14+and Ellen 

Beedham individual champions 

of the world!

If you support a young 

person who would benefit from 

a calm, supportive outdoor 

environment, we’d love to hear 

from you.

Referrals officially open on 

Monday 10th August. Keep 

an eye on our social media 

and website for full referral 

information.

Changing Lives Through 

Angling
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https://mycarppal.com/
https://mycarppal.com/
https://mycarppal.com/
https://www.facebook.com/MYCP0708/
https://mycarppal.com/
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The Sandown Winter Show 

is back again this November 

and it  promises to be another 

fantastic weekend 

Vince Davies, who created 

and established ‘The Big One’ 

f ishing show as, arguably, 

the biggest angling show in 

Europe, brings you The Winter 

Carp show 2026.

After a successful 2023 

SANDOWN 
WINTER CARP 
SHOW RETURNS

launch The Winter Carp Show 

2026 brings Vince Davies and 

Stuart Berrie back together in 

an inspired partnership. Vince’s 

vast experience of the angling 

industry and building successful 

shows and Stuart’s unparalleled 

expertise in Exhibition 

installation and operations is 

the perfect and complementary 

match. One thing is certain: they 
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understand, in depth, the needs 

of exhibitors and consumers 

alike.

The award-winning venue 

is highly accessible, boasts a 

brand new exhibition f loor and, 

importantly, provides ample 

free parking for al l .

It  wil l  also al low for a highly 

interactive show which wil l 

include talks, demonstrations 

and tutorials.

Meet up with fr iends again 

this year, see al l  the big brands, 

al l  the latest gear wil l  be on 

show and there’s sure to be 

lots of special  show bargains 

available as usual.

Plus you can meet the stars, 

get a self ie and an autograph, 

it ’s a great weekend for al l  the 

family.
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p o i n t  h o o k s  b e c a u s e  y o u  l o v e  h o w 

f a s t  t h e y  c o n t a c t  a n d  w a n t  a  l i t t l e 

m o r e  s e c u r i t y  w h e n  f i s h i n g  i n  a n d 

a r o u n d  w e e d .  A  s i m p l e  c h a n g e  f r o m 
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Big Carp  27

a  s h o r t  s h a n k  t o  a  l o n g 

s h a n k  p a t t e r n  c o u l d  b e  t h e 

e x a c t  t w e a k  y o u  n e e d  t o 

a v o i d  d r o p p i n g  f i s h  i n  t h o s e 

w e e d y  s i t u a t i o n s .

T h e  # S a b r e  h o o k s  a r e  b y 

f a r  o n e  o f  t h e  d e a d l i e s t 

W i d e  G a p e  p a t t e r n s  w i t h  a 

s t r a i g h t  p o i n t  f e a t u r i n g  t h a t 

u l t r a  s h a r p  6 m m  t i p ,  w i d e 

s w e e p i n g  g a p e  a n d  e v e r  s o 

s l i g h t l y  i n  t u r n e d  e y e.  T h e 

H a u l a  i s  v i r t u a l l y  t h e  s a m e 

b u t  w i t h  a n  i n c r e a s e d  s h a n k 

l e n g t h .

I f  y o u  f i n d  y o u  a r e  d r o p p i n g 

f i s h  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  w e e d y  o r 

s n a g g y  s i t u a t i o n s  b u t  s t i l l 

w a n t  t o  u s e  a  s t r a i g h t  p o i n t 

t h e n  t h e  # H a u l a  i s  c e r t a i n l y 

a  s o l i d  a l t e r n a t i v e.

•  R R P  £ 4 . 9 9

•  w w w . a t o m i c t a c k l e .

c o . u k



Salmon Oil  is widely used in the 

f ish farming industry, designed 

to induce f ish into feeding. 

Perfect for coating/glugging 

boil ies, particles, pel lets and 

enhancing groundbaits and 

method mixes. 

• RRP: £6.99

• www.mainline-baits.com

TAC-TEC

BigCarp 28

MAINLINE 
BAITS SALMON 
OIL
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https://www.thewintercarpshow.co.uk/


TAC-TEC

BigCarp 30

A range of  ready-t ied products 

that  of fers  you conf idence 

that  your end tackle has been 

constructed correct ly, using 

proven components and the 

same r ig mechanics trusted by 

some of  our  most  wel l-known 

anglers .

KORDA BASSIX 
READY-TIED 
RIGS

Whether you are new to 

carp f ishing, short  on t ime 

or  s imply want dependable 

r igs ready for  a  quick change, 

every product is  designed to 

help you f ish more ef f ic ient ly 

without compromising on 

presentat ion.

Big Carp  31

TAC-TEC

Featured here:

*  Leadcore Leaders

* BASIX Hair  Rigs

* Loops

* Dark Matter  QC Hybrid 

Leadcl ip Leader

*  Dark Matter  Ring Swivel 

Leader

*  Boom Sections

* Ready Zigs

* Combi-Mult i  Rig

The BIG benef i t  is  s imple: less 

t ime spent tying, potentia l ly 

second-guessing and re-

doing things bankside, and 

more t ime f ishing ef fect ively. 

Perfect  for  quick r ig changes, 

staying organised and making 

sure every component is 

working exact ly  as i t  should.

Tied r ight .  Trusted.  Ready to 

go.

Avai lable at  your local  tackle 

shop now

• RRP £2.99

• www.kordatackle.com
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Supple braided hooklink with 

a tungsten infused strippable 

coating. Pin your r igs to the 

deck with the extra weight of 

this tungsten infused coated 

braid. 

The soft supple coating does 

not split  when bedding down 

TAC-TEC

BigCarp 32

BANK TACKLE
TUNGSTEN
INFUSED 
COATED BRAID

knots.Comes in a dark green 

f inish to help stay out of sight 

in wide variety of f ishing 

situations.

Each spool has 15 Meters of 

hooklink.

• RRP £11.99

• www.banktackle.co.uk
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https://kudostackle.com/
mailto:info@kudostackle.com
tel:+447760260148
https://www.instagram.com/kudostackle/
https://www.threads.net/@kudostackle
https://twitter.com/kudostackle
https://www.tiktok.com/@kudostackle
https://www.facebook.com/kudos.tackle/
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CATCH REPORTS

Scott  Parry with 
the unmistakable 
‘Bert ’  at  a  very 
nice weight of 
45lb+

BERNER’SBERNER’S
BEASTBEAST

DOCTORDOCTOR
DOCTORDOCTOR

Mike Deakin 
with Doc’s Fish 
at  45lb, caught 
f rom Kingsmead 
One
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DOCTORDOCTOR
DOCTORDOCTOR

Mike Deakin 
with Doc’s Fish 
at  45lb, caught 
f rom Kingsmead 
One
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BIG PITBIG PIT
BRUTEBRUTE

CATCH REPORTS

Andrew Bennett 
with a recent 
c lassic mirror

Alan Jackson said “ 
new uk pb at  50.10oz, 
buzzing!”

NOT SONOT SO
COMMONCOMMON



CATCH REPORTS

SO CLOSESO CLOSE

Dan Coffey has just  returned f rom a tr ip to Combley Main 
lake on the Is le  of  Wight where he managed to bank not 
only the lakes largest  resident, but  a lso the is land’s largest 
weighing an impressive 59lb 8oz
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SO CLOSESO CLOSE

Dan Coffey has just  returned f rom a tr ip to Combley Main 
lake on the Is le  of  Wight where he managed to bank not 
only the lakes largest  resident, but  a lso the is land’s largest 
weighing an impressive 59lb 8oz

https://www.bluebell-lakes.co.uk/product/winter-2026-2027-membership/
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VALLEYVALLEY
GEMGEM

BigCarp 42

Ralf  Wilkinson, 
wel l  happy with 
this  mid-forty 
stunner.

Lee Plant  breaks 
a long standing PB 
with this  incredible 

BRONZE BRONZE 
BEAUTYBEAUTY
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Ralf  Wilkinson, 
wel l  happy with 
this  mid-forty 
stunner.

Lee Plant  breaks 
a long standing PB 
with this  incredible 

BRONZE BRONZE 
BEAUTYBEAUTY

CATCH REPORTS

BigCarp 43

Farley Clark caught this  36lb f rom a London park lake.

LONDON LUMPLONDON LUMP



CATCH REPORTS

YES SIR YES SIR 
SARGEANT SIRSARGEANT SIR

Alan  Harper  wi th  The  Sergeant  a t  43 .14  f rom Long  Lake.
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CATCH REPORTS

https://niteglowcarpproducts.co.uk/
https://niteglowcarpproducts.co.uk/
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SPELLSPELL
BINDINGBINDING

NIFTY NIFTY 
FIFTYFIFTY

Apples, a l l 
53Ib of  her.  Wel l 
in  applesMatt 
Cammack.

‘Hagrid’  makes 
an appearance
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BigCarp 47

Robert Higgins landing arguably one of the most sort after f ish in 
Grenvil le and doing it  on his birthday..  Brown 15 at a top weight of 
57.01 and smashing his PB.

GRENVILLE’S GRENVILLE’S 
MOST WANTMOST WANT

George Benos 
with the saddle 
back common from 
Burghfield at 44+

SADDLE SADDLE 
UPUP



CATCH REPORTS

Adam Rawlings 
and a 49lb NOT THENOT THE

UNITUNIT

Charlie’s Mate from Frimley Pit  3 — one of the UK’s most sought-
after carp and a f ish that’s been f irmly on Dan Winfield’s hit  l ist .

HELLOHELLO
MATEMATE
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after carp and a f ish that’s been f irmly on Dan Winfield’s hit  l ist .

HELLOHELLO
MATEMATE

https://www.sharptackle.co.uk/ultralock-plus
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A bucket load of 
Legacy and The 
Big Linear lay in 
Oz’s net 

0ZZIE0ZZIE
OZZIEOZZIE
OZZIEOZZIE

Alan Clarke with another absolute unit, but this t ime ful ly scaled 
too 45lb 7oz from his local day ticket lake 

DAY TICKETDAY TICKET
DELIGHTDELIGHT
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James Holtom Fished St John’s landing 8 f ish from 22lb to his 
new pb of 45lb!

LINEAR LINEAR 
LUMPLUMP

Tom Stokes and a 
Self-take of a Pit  4 forty 
from this week 

STOKEDSTOKED



CATCH REPORTS

RIVER RIVER 
RESULTRESULT

RIVER 40!  Check out this  mega 40lb 4oz r iver  common for  Nicky 
Mil ls!  What a mega f ish! 

Michael  Ryan and 
one of  the A team at 
47-02.

SYNDICATE SYNDICATE 
SUCCESSSUCCESS

BigCarp 52
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CATCH REPORTSOut now iPhone & Android
B U I LT  B Y  A N G L E R S ,  F O R  A N G L E R S

FREE TO DOWNLOAD ·  UK MADE

It is not a catch log.
It is the whole bank.
Most people hear "carp fishing app" and think somewhere to note a weight. Carp Army is a social network, a venue map, a
booking system, a tackle marketplace and a live shopping channel — and it is free. Here is the whole thing on one page.

For anglers Everything below is free
R E C O R D  E V E RY F I S H

W O R K  O U T  W H E N  TO  G O

T H E  C O M M U N I T Y

S TA N D I N G S

K I T

F I N D  WAT E R

S H O P

S E L L L I V E ,  E A R N  C O M M I S S I O N

B A D G E S  W O R T H  H AV I N G

Earned on the bank, kept on your profile.

C A R P A R M Y P R O  —  O P T I O N A L ,  A N D  E V E RY T H I N G  A B O V E  W O R K S  W I T H O U T  I T

For tackle shops & brands Free to list · 5% when we sell it · 0% on your own channels
S E L L E V E RY W H E R E  AT  O N C E L E T  A N G L E R S  S E L L I T  F O R  Y O U R U N  I T  P R O P E R LY

T H E  B I T  T H AT  P U T S  E V E RY O N E  O F F  —  H A N D L E D

Fisheries

1%  per booking, plus card processing.
Free to be listed. Paid to you as the angler pays.

Bait brands

5%  when we sell it. 0%  on your own channels.
Free to list. Nothing to be in catch reports.

Out now, free to download. Scan and have a look.
No scanner? Go to carp.army  ·  Business, fishery or bait brand?
business.carp.army

iPhone Android

Full capture log — weight, length,
species, photos
Bait, rig and tackle used, from real
brands
Venue, lake and swim recorded
Your own catch book, all in one place
Personal bests and platform records
Session mode for a whole trip

Solunar feeding score from moon
phase
Weather, pressure and wind for your
water
Best conditions from real catch data

Feed, stories and reels
Live streaming from the bank
Direct messages and group chat
Mates and follows
Socials and syndicates, with join
codes
Hashtags and discovery

Challenges and earned badges
Leaderboards across the platform

Classifieds — buy and sell used gear
Wishlists and saved items
Search across gear, venues and
anglers

Interactive fishery map across the
UK
Lakes, swims, rules, species,
directions
What has actually come out, and on
what
Book a swim and pay in the app
Whole-lake hire for groups
Your bookings in one place

Full tackle and bait marketplace
Live shopping — buy as you watch
Offers, vouchers and flash sales
Orders, tracking and returns
Reviews from anglers who bought it

Add products to your own live
stream — viewers tap to buy as you
talk
You earn commission on every sale
Paid to your own account from £5

Pro badge on your profile
Post and capture analytics

The affiliate programme — Pro only
Export your catch history

Private Pro members' feed
Early access to new features

List once, publish to Carp Army, eBay, Shopify
and WooCommerce
One stock pool across every channel, or a quota each
Sells out on one, pulled from the rest automatically
Variations with their own price, RRP, cost and stock

Live selling with buy-now while you broadcast
An affiliate army — anglers feature your products in
their own live streams and earn on what they sell
Flash sales, vouchers and targeted offers
Boosted listings and in-app advertising

Orders, dispatch, tracking and refunds
Paid straight into your own Stripe account
Sales, margin and channel analytics
Statements, reviews and a shop front page
Embed your catches on your own website

Upload your whole inventory as one CSV — no re-
typing, no re-photographing
Shopify and WooCommerce exports import as
they are — variants, images and prices come across

Or pull a single product straight from a supplier link
Packing slips printed per order, ready to go in the
parcel

A pick list for the whole day's orders — pick once,
pack in order
Weights and dimensions carried through to postage

Your lakes on the map, in front of anglers looking for water
Swim-by-swim booking, paid in the app
Whole-lake hire, your prices, your opening dates
Block out closures and maintenance
Every catch logged at your water, on your page

Your whole range — type, flavour and pack size
Named in anglers' catch reports — proof no advert can buy
Live sellers feature it in their streams and earn on what they shift
Push the same stock to eBay, Shopify and Woo

F O U N D E R  M E M B E R S  ·  1 , 0 0 0  P L A C E S

Be one of the first 1,000. Keep the
badge for good.
Post a catch and a post to claim your numbered Founder badge —
yours permanently, and it comes with a month of Carp Army Pro
free. Once the thousand are gone, that is it.

F O U N D I N G  B U S I N E S S E S  ·  1 0  P L A C E S

The next 10 to open an account sell
commission free for 6 months.
Tackle shop, bait brand, fishery — or all three. List five products, or one lake on
the booking system, and pay us nothing on sales for six months from the day
you go live. Card processing still applies.

App Store Google Play

https://carp.army/
https://carp.army/
https://business.carp.army/
https://carp.army/go/ios
https://carp.army/go/android
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BigCarp 54

Job done. Tom 
Loraine with Bullnose, 
it  was only a matter 
of  t ime 

NO BULLNO BULL

Steve Bardens was absolutely made up with this mega upper 40.

MEGA MEGA 
MIRRORMIRROR
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Job done. Tom 
Loraine with Bullnose, 
it  was only a matter 
of  t ime 

NO BULLNO BULL

Steve Bardens was absolutely made up with this mega upper 40.

MEGA MEGA 
MIRRORMIRROR

CATCH REPORTS

BigCarp 55

An awesome sized carp for the Midlands. 46lb 4oz of 
impressiveness for Craig Banks

BANKSBANKS
BANKSBANKS

BEAUTYBEAUTY

Sandmartin completed by Keith Newton, the queen of the 
awesome bluebell  complex Til ly 52.10

COMPLEXCOMPLEX
QUEENQUEEN
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RETURN RETURN 
TO YATELEYTO YATELEY

BigCarp 57

EXCLUSIVE

After  catching my f i rst  ever 

30lb carp f rom Yateley Pads 

Lake back in March, I  couldn’t 

wait  to return.  That f i rst 

t r ip was already one of  my 

favourite f ishing memories, 

so when my dad told me I  was 

going back to Yateley, I  was 

absolutely made up.  This  t ime 

i t  was going to be even more 

special  because my mum was 

coming too.  She’s  watched me 

and my dad go f ishing loads 

of  t imes, but  now I  wanted 

to show her how much I ’d 

learned, how I ’d been doing 

and hopeful ly  teach her  a  few 

things too.  I  didn’t  know it 

yet , but  this  was going to turn 

into one of  the best  sessions 

I ’ve ever  had

Back at  the Pads: We arr ived 

at  Yateley at  around 9:30am 

and I  was so excited to be 

back.  Straight away the lake 

looked completely di f ferent 

f rom when I ’d last  seen i t  in 

March.  The l i ly  pads had come 

r ight  up, there was weed 

everywhere and the whole 
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me. Before my dad could claim 

it , my rods were going in Peg 

11!  Dad had to sett le  for  Peg 

12 next  door.

I f  I t  Isn’t  Broken. . . : I  decided 

to st ick with exact ly  what had 

been working for  me al l  year. 

Sol id bags, Or as I  cal l  them, 

my Rob Burgess Specials!  I ’d 

learned loads about sol id bag 

f ishing f rom watching Rob’s 

videos, and when I  met him at 

the Fish N Show he showed me 

lake looked real ly  carpy. 

Before gett ing any tackle out , 

we walked a ful l  lap of  the 

lake looking for  s igns of  f ish. 

When we got  around to Peg 

11, The Reeds, I  saw a couple 

of  f ish showing in the area.  I 

a l ready knew a l i t t le  bit  about 

the swim because our f r iend 

Michael  had f ished i t  when 

we were there I  March and 

caught the Redmire Common 

from it .  That  was enough for 
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even more l i t t le  t r icks about 

how he prepares them. They’d 

caught me f ish everywhere I ’d 

been this  year, so there was 

absolutely no chance I  was 

changing now. I  got  the rods 

f ishing at  around 12 wraps and 

sett led into the swim. Now we 

just  needed a carp.

Meet Benny: The f i rst  act ion 

f inal ly  came at  around 6pm. 

The alarm sounded and I 

picked up the rod, but  i t  didn’t 

take long before we real ised 

this  wasn’t  quite the Yateley 

or iginal  I  had been hoping for.

I t  was a bream, We were told 

i t  was actual ly  an old bream 

known as Benny, supposedly 

one of  the oldest  bream in 

the lake My dad thought this 

was hi lar ious and has been 
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winding me up about Benny 

ever  s ince.  Apparent ly, Benny 

is  Lumpy’s best  f r iend, and 

usual ly  gets caught together.  

At  the t ime, none of  us knew 

this  or  real ised how funny 

that  joke was going to become 

later  in the session.

Mum’s Turn: Not long 

afterwards my left-hand rod 

was away.  This  t ime I  decided 

to let  my Mum take i t .  I  wanted 

her  to experience catching a 

Yateley carp for  hersel f, so I 

handed her  the rod and talked 

her  through playing the f ish. 

Eventual ly, we s l ipped the 

net  underneath a lovely l i t t le 

9 lb z ip l inear  I t  was Mum’s 

f i rst  ever  mirror  carp and 

her  f i rst  Yateley carp.  I  was 

real ly  happy for  her. . .But  that 

was enough.  I  to ld her  she’d 

had her  turn and she wasn’t 

gett ing any more of  my f ish! 

I t  was my turn again.

Gett ing Ready for  the Night: 

As darkness arr ived, I  wanted 

everything perfect  for  the 

night.  I  t ied two fresh sol id 

bags and this  t ime gave them 

a dip in Bloodworm Liquid 

before cast ing them back 

onto the spots.  The lake went 

dark, everyone sett led down 

and eventual ly  we cl imbed 

into bed.  Then at  around 

12:45am, one of  my alarms 

went.  I  jumped up and soon 

had a smal l  mirror  of  around 

8lb in the net .  We quickly 

took a photograph and video 

before s l ipping i t  back.  I  was 

absolutely shattered.  I  t ied 

another  sol id bag on, cast 

i t  back out  and pretty much 

cl imbed straight back into 

bed.  I  didn’t  stay there for 

very long.  Something Much 

Bigger, Suddenly I  was woken 

by another  a larm. This  one 

was di f ferent .  The alarm was 

absolutely melt ing of f  and 

l ine was r ipping f rom the 

spool .  I  grabbed the rod and 

as soon as I  connected with 

the f ish, I  knew it  was better. 

I t  fe l t  heavy the f ish powered 

away and started taking me 

through the weed beds.  Every 
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a dip in Bloodworm Liquid 

before cast ing them back 

onto the spots.  The lake went 

dark, everyone sett led down 

and eventual ly  we cl imbed 

into bed.  Then at  around 

12:45am, one of  my alarms 

went.  I  jumped up and soon 

had a smal l  mirror  of  around 

8lb in the net .  We quickly 

took a photograph and video 

before s l ipping i t  back.  I  was 

absolutely shattered.  I  t ied 

another  sol id bag on, cast 

i t  back out  and pretty much 

cl imbed straight back into 

bed.  I  didn’t  stay there for 

very long.  Something Much 

Bigger, Suddenly I  was woken 

by another  a larm. This  one 

was di f ferent .  The alarm was 

absolutely melt ing of f  and 

l ine was r ipping f rom the 

spool .  I  grabbed the rod and 

as soon as I  connected with 

the f ish, I  knew it  was better. 

I t  fe l t  heavy the f ish powered 
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through the weed beds.  Every 
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t ime I  thought I  was gaining 

some l ine, i t  seemed to f ind 

another  patch of  weed.  I 

was nervous but a lso real ly 

excited.  More than anything, 

I  wanted to land i t  because 

Mum was there.  She’d heard 

about a l l  the f ish I ’d caught 

this  year, but  now she was 

actual ly  there watching me 

batt le  what fe l t  l ike a real ly 

big carp.  Eventual ly  we 

managed to get  i t  moving 

towards us.  Then i t  ro l led, 

Dad got  the net  underneath 

i t  and we looked down. Bosh! 

I t  was an absolute chunk.  I 

knew straight away this  was 

the f ish we’d been wait ing 

for.  When we weighed i t , the 

scales sett led at . . .  35.8 lb!  A 

NEW PB!

I  couldn’t  bel ieve i t .  Another 

30lb-plus carp and another 

incredible old Yateley f ish. 

We took our  photographs 

and videos before careful ly 

returning her  to the lake. 

This  t ime I  didn’t  even bother 

putt ing the rods back out.  I  was 

exhausted.  I ’d had enough for 

one night and went straight 

back to bed!

It  Was Lumpy!: The fo l lowing 

morning things got  even 

better.  We managed to conf i rm 

the identity of  the f ish.  I ’d 

caught Lumpy, one of  the old 

Yateley or iginals .  I  couldn’t 

bel ieve i t .  We learned that 

Lumpy is  one of  the oldest  carp 

in the lake and can normal ly 

reach around 42lb, a l though 

she was down in weight after 

spawning.  And then we learned 

something else. . .  Lumpy is 

known for  sometimes gett ing 

caught around the same t ime 

as Benny the bream! Dad 

couldn’t  bel ieve i t .  So after 

a l l  his  jokes the night before 

about me catching Lumpy’s 

best  mate Benny, I ’d actual ly 

gone and caught Lumpy as 

wel l .  I ’m never  going to hear 

the end of  that  one.  More 

important ly, Lumpy at  35.8 lb 

became my new personal  best 

and my fourth carp over  30lb 

of  the year.
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Dad Was Gett ing Worr ied: 

By the next  morning, Dad was 

start ing to feel  the pressure. 

Mum had caught, I ’d caught. 

I ’d a lso just  landed the biggest 

f ish of  the tr ip and Dad st i l l 

hadn’t  had one!  He kept trying 

and eventual ly, at  around 

9:30am, his  a larm f inal ly 

sounded.  He landed a lovely 

l i t t le  ful ly  scaled mirror.  Then 

he admitted something.  Whi le 

I ’d been asleep, he’d changed 

over  to sol id bags. . .  MY sol id 

bags!  He’d been steal ing the 

bags I ’d made whi le  I  was 

asleep! He might be a good 

teacher, but  apparent ly  the 

student is  start ing to teach 

him a few things now.

Doing My Homework: The 

f ishing s lowed down during 

the day, but  I  didn’t  want 

to waste the opportunity of 

being at  Yateley.  I  got  the 

rods out  and spent some t ime 

pract is ing in di f ferent  swims. 

I  used the lead to feel  the 

lakebed, looked for  di f ferent 

spots and pract ised my cast ing 

and spodding.  I  a lso made 

notes about what I  found in 

the di f ferent  areas, Yateley is 

somewhere I  def inite ly  want 

to keep coming back to, so 

everything I  learn now could 

help me on a future session. 

Even when I ’m not catching, I 

love learning.

Son of  Black Spot: At around 

7pm, we sat  down for  our 

tea.  Mum was cooking and 

we were al l  ta lking about the 

session when suddenly. . .  The 

rod absolutely screamed of f, 

Dinner would have to wait!  I 

grabbed the rod and was into 

another  carp.  After  another 

great  f ight  we s l ipped the net 

underneath a beauti ful  o ld-

looking f ish.  We soon found 

out this  wasn’t  just  any carp 

either.  I t  was another  known 

Yateley f ish. . .The Son of  Black 

Spot.  At 27.5lb, i t  was another 

incredible carp to add to the 

session.  First  Lumpy at  35.8 lb 

and now Son of  Black Spot at 

27.5 lb.  I  couldn’t  bel ieve the 

session I  was having, Whi le 
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we were taking photographs, 

suddenly Dad’s a larm went 

as wel l .  He ran back to his 

swim and managed to land 

a l i t t le  common. That meant 

we could get  something I ’d 

real ly  wanted f rom the tr ip – 

a photograph together  with 

my mum & dad holding a 

carp.  That moment is  one of 

my favourites f rom the whole 

session.  I t  wasn’t  about which 

f ish was biggest .  I t  was me 

and my dad, s i t t ing together 

at  Yateley Pads Lake, both 

holding carp we’d caught at 

exact ly  the same t ime.

One Last  Morning: That night 

everything f inal ly  went quiet . 

For  once, I  actual ly  managed 

to get  a  proper night’s  s leep! 

The fo l lowing morning i t  was 

t ime to start  packing away. 

We s lowly began loading 

everything up but, l ike a l l  carp 

anglers  do, we left  the rods 

out  unti l  the very last  minute. 

You never  know. There might 

a lways be one more bite.  And 

there was.  Unfortunately. . . 
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Dad’s rod went!  Then i t  went 

again.  He managed a 18lb 

mirror, fo l lowed by another 

mirror  of  19.7 lb.  And just 

when we thought the session 

was f inished, he even added 

a tench.  Dad was suddenly 

catching everything! By the 

end he’d managed to beat 

me on the number of  f ish 

caught.  But there was one 

smal l  problem for  him.. .  Every 

s ingle one of  his  carp was 

under 20lb!  So I ’ve agreed 

he can have the numbers.  I ’ l l 

keep the big ones.

More Than Just  a  PB: Looking 

back, this  session wasn’t 

special  just  because I  caught 

my new PB.  Of  course, catching 

Lumpy at  35.8 lb is  something 

I ’ l l  remember forever.  Finding 

out afterwards that  she was 

one of  the old Yateley or iginals 

made i t  even more incredible. 

Then adding The Son of  Black 

Spot at  27.5 lb made an already 

unbel ievable tr ip even better. 

But my favourite thing about 

the session was being able to 



EXCLUSIVE

BigCarp 66

Dad’s rod went!  Then i t  went 

again.  He managed a 18lb 

mirror, fo l lowed by another 

mirror  of  19.7 lb.  And just 

when we thought the session 

was f inished, he even added 

a tench.  Dad was suddenly 

catching everything! By the 

end he’d managed to beat 

me on the number of  f ish 

caught.  But there was one 

smal l  problem for  him.. .  Every 

s ingle one of  his  carp was 

under 20lb!  So I ’ve agreed 

he can have the numbers.  I ’ l l 

keep the big ones.

More Than Just  a  PB: Looking 

back, this  session wasn’t 

special  just  because I  caught 

my new PB.  Of  course, catching 

Lumpy at  35.8 lb is  something 

I ’ l l  remember forever.  Finding 

out afterwards that  she was 

one of  the old Yateley or iginals 

made i t  even more incredible. 

Then adding The Son of  Black 

Spot at  27.5 lb made an already 

unbel ievable tr ip even better. 

But my favourite thing about 

the session was being able to 

EXCLUSIVE

BigCarp 67

exper ience i t  wi th  both  my 

mum and dad.  I  got  to  he lp 

Mum catch her  f i rs t  ever 

mir ror  carp .  I  got  to  show 

her  some of  the  th ings  Dad 

has  taught  me.  I  got  to  f i sh 

a longside  Dad, even though he 

kept  s tea l ing my so l id  bags . 

And we got  our  f i rs t  proper 

fami ly-catch photograph 

together.  I  a lso  came away 

knowing more  about  the 

lake  than when I  a r r ived. 

I  pract ised my watercra f t , 

found new spots  and made 

notes  ready for  the  next  t ime 

I ’m lucky enough to  return . 

That ’s  one o f  the  th ings  I 

love  most  about  carp  f ish ing. 

Every  sess ion teaches  you 

something.  And somet imes, 

i f  everyth ing goes  r ight , you 

get  to  meet  a  very  specia l  o ld 

carp  a long the  way.  Lumpy – 

35 .8 lb.  My new personal  best . 

My fourth  30 lb-p lus  carp  o f 

the  year.  And def in i te ly  a 

n ight  at  Yate ley  Pads  Lake 

that  I ’ l l  never  forget .

Unt i l  next  t ime, Yate ley. . .
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Last  Spr ing’s  canal  t r ip 

was a  pret ty  specia l  one.  I ’d 

done a  s imi lar  t r ip  the  year 

before  and managed just 

two bi tes , admit tedly  one 

was a  whisker  under  f i f ty 

and the  other  a  goodun too , 

but  I ’d  worked r id icu lous ly 

hard  and been stung by 

severe  weather.  I ’d  done the 

legwork  though and knew I 

needed to  get  back.  Hal fway 

through the  fo l lowing years 

t r ip , I  was  beginning to  th ink 

i t  was  going to  be  another 

wi ld  goose chase, resu l t ing in 

nothing other  than a  s tack  o f 

ca lor ies  burned walk ing and 

looking.

The European canals  can 

be crue l  and unforgiv ing 

p laces  to  angle  -  savage f low, 

mass ive ly  weedy, boat  t ra f f ic, 

publ ic  and o f ten hugely 
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nomadic  carp  and l i tera l ly 

mi les  and mi les  for  them 

to  h ide  in .  F ina l ly  though, 

a  couple  o f  s ight ings  gave 

the  game away, serendipi ty 

p layed i ts  hand -  I  made the 

r ight  choices  a  few days  o f 

b ig  bai t  ups  pr imed the  areas 

and everything came together 

in  a  few unbel ievable  days 

angl ing.  This  turned out  to  be 

my last  b i te  o f  the  spe l l , the 

f i f th  or  s ixth  that  day, and a 

proper  o ld  canal  g iant .

 I  couldn’t  te l l  you how 

big  i t  was , for  once I  wish 

I ’d  weighed i t  but  a l l  my 

rods  were  out  o f  the  game, 

I ’d  just  done se l f - takes  o f 

another  mega brace inc luding 

another  mir ror  around for ty 

pound, the  l ight  was fading 

by the  minute, there  was 

publ ic  everywhere  and to 

be  honest , I  was  b l iss fu l  by 

th is  point  and couldn’t  rea l ly 
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have cared less .  E i ther  way 

i t  wasn’t  smal l , but  was st i l l 

the  smal lest  o f  the  best  three, 

and was probably  ten pound 

smal ler  than the  b iggest  o f 

them at  just  under  60 .  The 

se l f  takes  were  a  poor ly 

executed rush, but  captured 

the  moment  per fect ly  -  she 

was b ig, and o ld, and I ’d 

had my f i l l .  The bubble  was 

burst  that  evening as  another 

couple  o f  anglers  asked when 

I  was leaving, and that  was 

that , I  headed o f f  happy to 

pastures  new.

 Tact ics  were  s imple  -  s ize 

4  Choddy hooks , whipped to 

Mouthtrap and f ished long 

25 lb  Dark  Matter  so f t  boom 

hinges  on Hel i  sa fes  with  3oz 

leads .  Prototype Bai tworks 

pop ups  f ished over  b ig 

spreads  o f  Creamino d id  the 

business  amongst  the  f resh 

spr ing weed growth.’
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We spend months  in 

the  winter  crav ing warm 

evenings , barbeques  and 

nomadic  b ig  carp  in  search o f 

food.  Summer  no doubt  o f fers 

some of  the  best  f i sh ing you 

can get , and qui te  o f ten, I 

f ind lakes  can be rea l ly  quiet 

through th is  per iod dur ing 

the  lead up to  autumn.

For  me, summer  angl ing is 

about  putt ing r igs  and bai t 

into  areas  I  know they are 

spending the  n ights  and ear ly 

morning per iods .  Where  I ’m 

seeing them show and f izz  at 

f i rs t  l ight  are  the  areas  I ’m 

looking to  target .

Lake and stock dependant, 

I  general ly  l ike to give them 

some bait  –  Hemp, seed, nuts 

and boi l ies, usual ly  put  on one 

spot with a few rods f ished 

over  the top would be my go to 

– Looking for  c lean channels 

with decent l ine lay a longside 

the weedbeds.  Big hookbaits 

over  the top, snowman style 
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is  my go-to approach, giving 

them a big blatant  hookbait 

to home in on.

I ’ve  a lways  got  my sta lk ing 

k i t  ready to  go, as  o f ten, 

you just  need a  few hours 

before  or  a f ter  work  to  create 

an opportuni ty.  You don’t 

need to  do loads  o f  hours 

in  the  summer, just  f i sh ing 

for  chances  and seeking 

opportuni t ies  wi l l  o f ten br ing 

consistent  resu l ts
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1 1 t h  J a n u a r y  2 0 1 8

S o , t h i s  i s  h o w  I ’ m  s t a r t i n g 

2 0 1 8  o n  t h e  c a n a l s ,  w i t h  a 

c o l o u r f u l  l i t t l e  k o i  w h i c h  h a s 

b r i g h t e n e d  u p  a n  o t h e r w i s e 

d u l l  d a y.

 O n  t h e  w a y  h o m e  f r o m 

w h a t  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  a 

b l a n k , I  t o o k  a  d e - t o u r  t o 

a n o t h e r  s p o t  f o r  a  q u i c k  l o o k 

( w i t h  a  r o d  o f  c o u r s e )  a n d 

t h i s  l i t t l e  f e l l a  w a s  s t i c k i n g 

o u t  l i k e  a  s o r e  t h u m b, s o  i t 

s e e m e d  o n l y  r i g h t  t o  h a v e  a 

f e w  c a s t s  f r e e - l i n i n g  a  s m a l l 

c h u n k  o f  V N F  b o i l i e  a s  I  h a d 

n o  b r e a d .

L u c k  w a s  f i n a l l y  o n  m y  s i d e 

a s  i t  h a l f - h e a r t e d l y  t o o k  t h e 

b a i t  a s  i t  s a n k .
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10th March 2018

I t ’s  been a long and quite 

honest ly  crap winter  and 

iv  only put in a handful  of 

hal f-hearted sessions s ince 

Christmas, but  now that 

spr ing is  f inal ly  start ing to 

show its  face, I  thought i t  fe l t 

r ight  to jump back on the tow 

path this  morning so I  set  up 

in the pouring rain.

 I  chose a stretch that’s 

a lways proved a bit  di f f icult 

in the past  and expected 

to blank but i t  was great  to 

10th February 2018

First  t ime out today in a few 

weeks and i t  was my f i rst  t ime 

targeting r iver  carp.

Anticipat ion was high and 

the thought of  the rod r ipping 

round with a hard f ighting wi ld 

f ish f rom the r iver  was enough 

for  me but unfortunately, luck 

wasn’t  on my side and the 

result  was a blank.

Hopeful ly  i l  get  chance for 

another  r iver  session before 

they close in a few weeks’ 

t ime.
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10th March 2018

I t ’s  been a long and quite 

honest ly  crap winter  and 

iv  only put in a handful  of 

hal f-hearted sessions s ince 

Christmas, but  now that 

spr ing is  f inal ly  start ing to 

show its  face, I  thought i t  fe l t 

r ight  to jump back on the tow 

path this  morning so I  set  up 

in the pouring rain.

 I  chose a stretch that’s 

a lways proved a bit  di f f icult 

in the past  and expected 

to blank but i t  was great  to 

10th February 2018
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the thought of  the rod r ipping 

round with a hard f ighting wi ld 

f ish f rom the r iver  was enough 

for  me but unfortunately, luck 

wasn’t  on my side and the 

result  was a blank.

Hopeful ly  i l  get  chance for 

another  r iver  session before 

they close in a few weeks’ 

t ime.
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be back out and as long as 

there is  no more snow in the 

forecast , i t  should be a more 

regular  thing.

1st April  2018

So yesterday, the curse of 

the new f ishing gear  f inal ly 

came to an end with this 

stunning 20lb warr ior  of  a 

canal  common, which fe l l  to 

a  yel low #VNF pop up with 

matching f reebies c lose by.

The rod r ipped of f  l i teral ly 

minutes into a short  and 

f reezing cold afternoon sesh 

and after  init ia l ly  snagging 

me up, she somehow ended 

up in the net  result ing in me 

just  about scraping a ‘march 

carp’!  Buzzin’ .

17th April  2018

After  a  quiet  couple of 

weeks I  decided to do my f i rst 

staf fs  worcs session of  the 

year.  Only a quick couple of 

hours at  f i rst  l ight  so I  wasn’t 

expecting too much, but  this 

hard f ighting l i t t le  mirror 

stumbled across the boi l ie 

crumb just  in the nick of  t ime 
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and picked out the matching 

br ight  yel low #VNF pop up.

A couple of  photos later  and 

I ’m of f  to  work.

25th April  2018

I  managed to get  the rods out 

for  a  couple of  hours at  just 

gone 4 this  morning, in hope 

of  a  quick result .  As I  c l ipped 

the last  bobbin on, I  caught I 

g l impse of  a  shooting star  in 

the ref lect ion of  the water.  I 

made my wish, sat  back and 

waited, did i t  come true?. . . 

wel l , no I  wanted the biggest 

f ish in the stretch but this  mint 

common showed up r ight  at 

last  knockings so I  was made 

up! A few crumbed up #vnf 

boi l ies and a couple of  whole 

ones along with matching 

pop up was i ts  downfal l , a l l 

cupped out to the boats on 

the far  bank.

1st June 2018

Back on i t  this  weekend and 

I ’ve gotta say, what a massive 

buzz i t  was to watch this 

stunning canal  fu l ly  stumble 

over  the net  cord.
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Just  a  quick couple of  hours 

at  f i rst  l ight  needed to tr ip 

her  up and what better  way 

to kick June of f !  Genuinely 

doesn’t  matter  how big they 

are when they look l ike this .

7th June 2018

I  popped out this  morning 

for  an hour or  so to f l ick a bit 

of  bread about in hope of  a 

quick result , but  after  a  whi le 

i t  became clear  they weren’t 

up for  taking of f  the top and 

after  spott ing a few carp 

feeding on the bottom it  made 

sense to run back to the van 

and grab a made up rod and 

sit  i t  out .

I  p laced a r ig with a #VNF 

wafter  r ight  down the edge 

where I  previously saw the 

f ish and only had to wait  20 

minutes before spott ing a dark 

grey shape on the far  bank.

My luck was obviously in 

as i t  s lowly cruised over  and 

dropped down r ight  on top of 

the bait .
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There’s  absolutely no way 

to descr ibe how awesome it 

is  to watch al l  the act ion up 

close and personal  including 

the moment the f ish picks up 

the hookbait  and tears of f  to 

the far  bank again!  Love i t , 

and what a l i t t le  gem too!

10th June 2018

A couple of  hours on the tow 

path this  weekend produced 

this  mint  canal  common, not 

a  monster  but  a  beauti ful  dark 

old f ish in perfect  condit ion 

and f ighting f i t .  Again burst ing 

of f  f rom under the rod t ip and 

another  one fa l l ing to a #VNF 

wafter  on a short  session.

12th June 2018

Over the moon with this scaly 

character from this morning. 

I turned up at half 6, saw the 

fish jump clean out the water 

so I semi - spooked it with a 

handful of #vnf half baits before 

under-arming a rig close to the 
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reeds on the far bank.

Hal f  hour later  the left-

hand rod tears of f  and I  f ind 

mysel f  doing batt le  with this 

stunning old canal  warr ior!

15th June 2018

From scaly old warr iors  to 

leathery characters l ike this , 

the reason I  love canals  so 

much is  because of  the var iety 

they have to of fer  and the 

‘not  knowing’  what wi l l  come 

along next.  This  mint  leather 

carp burst  out  of  the water  l ike 

a dolphin after  t r ipping up on 

one of  this  morning’s traps.

17th June 2018

Another mega quick sesh 

this  morning dropping on 

showing f ish.  After  about 

hal f  an hour of  watching and 

wait ing, the rod burst  in to 

act ion and this  was the result , 

a  hard f ighting angry looking 

common. Absolutely loving 

the takes f rom under the rod 

t ip of f  these beauti ful  wi ld 

f ish.
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12th July 2018

Absolutely buzzing with 

this  leathery old character 

f rom this  morning.After  losing 

1 just  minutes before, this 

stunner more than made up for 

i t !Our paths actual ly  crossed 

a few years ago so I ’m real ly 

happy to see her  st i l l  going 

strong and this  t ime, on the 

bank as 20 plus f ish.  Fingers 

crossed she’s  got  some years 

left  in  her.

20th July 2018

A lovely l i t t le  brace of 

mirrors  f rom this  morning.

After  stumbling across a 

couple of  f ish the night before, 

I  thought i t  would be a good 

idea to head back to the spot 

this  morning just  as i t  was 

gett ing l ight .

After  hal f  an hour or  so of 

wait ing, the f lat  calm water 

was disturbed by a carp 

barging i ts  way through the 

l i l ies  which was fo l lowed up 

by a 1 toner  of f  the margin 

spot .  Just  as the f ish found 

the back of  the net , the other 

rod f lew of f  too. . .  happy days!
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K n o w i n g  w h a t  y o u ’ r e 

f i s h i n g  o v e r  i s  I M P O R TA N T ! 

P r o n g e d  l e a d s  h a v e  b e e n  a 

h u g e  p a r t  o f  m y  a r m o u r y  f o r 

y e a r s ,  a n d  w h e n  i t  c o m e s 

t o  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  e x a c t l y 

w h a t  t h e  c a r p  a r e  f e e d i n g 

o v e r,  I  d o n ’ t  t h i n k  t h e r e ’s 

a n y t h i n g  b e t t e r.

One of  the biggest 

advantages is  being able to 

br ing back a sample of  the 

lakebed on the lead.  I ’ve had 

carp f izzing over  areas that 

fe l t  terr ible on a bare lead – 

soft  drops, no clean drag – but 

after  pul l ing a pronged lead 

back, i t ’s  come in covered in 

thick red bloodworm. That 

te l ls  you everything you need 

to know; a deep si l ty  area 

packed with natural  food and 

an absolute money spot.

Another  reason I  re ly  so 
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heavi ly  on pronged leads is  for 

spot  f inding.  With complete 

conf idence in my IQ2 D-Rig, 

I ’m always looking to f ish 

direct ly  on the bottom, and 

the only way to be absolutely 

sure a spot  is  c lean is  to run 

a pronged lead across i t  after 

locat ing i t  with a bare lead.

I ’ve had plenty of  occasions 

where a spot  has fe l t  great  on 

the cast , only for  the pronged 

lead to come back tangled in 

s i lkweed.  The same appl ies to 

gravel .  Some areas can feel 

fantast ic  through a bare lead 

but turn out  to be mussel  beds 

or  real ly  rough, lumpy gravel . 

I f  a  pronged lead gl ides 

ef fort lessly across a gravel 

spot , that’s  exact ly  the type 

of  area I ’m looking for.

For  me, pronged leads are 

more than just  a  lead – they’re 

one of  the best  f ish-f inding 

tools  you can have. 
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How a casual joke turned 

into a front-cover reality on 

only my second session at 

Linear Fisheries.

Every carp angler carries 

a bucket l ist .  For some, it ’s a 

milestone weight;  for others, 

it ’s the historical  aura of a 

legendary venue. But for me, it 

has always been about a specific 

look. I  wanted a “ful ly”—one 

of those breathtaking, heavily 

scaled mirror carp that looks 

more l ike a gal lery painting 

than a f ish.

Exact ly  one month ago, 

dur ing my b lank debut  sess ion 

on Manor  Farm at  the  famous 

L inear  F isher ies  complex, I 

was  winding up a  few of  my 

mates .  I  jok ingly  sent  them a 

message c la iming I ’d  landed 

Manor ’s  f inest : the  legendary 

“Big  Ful ly.” We had a  laugh, 

packed up, and went  home.

Li t t le  d id  I  know, the  angl ing 

gods were  l i s tening.  On only 

my second-ever  sess ion on 

the  venue, the  joke  became 

a  rea l i ty.  I  s t i l l  haven’t  qui te 
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processed i t .  A genuine f ish 

o f  a  l i fe t ime.

The Mid-Sess ion Reset : The 

day hadn’t  exact ly  gone to 

p lan.  Af ter  a  quiet  morning, 

my spot  was gatecrashed by a 

cat f ish .  Dejected, I  sat  in  my 

bivvy convinced the  heavy 

predator  had complete ly 

c leared out  the  zone and 

spooked any feeding carp .  I t 

fe l t  l ike  a  mounta in  to  c l imb.

At  3 :00  PM, I  decided i t  was 

t ime to  re-pr ime the  area  and 

create  some compet i t ion .  I 

prepped a  5kg mix  o f  my go-to 

ingredients : pre-soaked 10mm 

Main l ine  Cel l , c runchy t iger 

nuts , and mixed part ic les , 

a l l  heavi ly  laced and boosted 

with  Main l ine  Smart  L iquid . 

By  4 :00  PM, ha l f  a  bucket  o f 

ba i t  was per fect ly  d is t r ibuted 

over  the  dancef loor.

T h e  r e s p o n s e  w a s  a l m o s t 

i n s t a n t .  J u s t  4 0  m i n u t e s 

l a t e r,  t h e  r o d  w r a p p e d 

r o u n d — b u t  i t  w a s  j u s t  a 

s m a l l ,  l i v e l y  c o m m o n .

Knowing the  main  bai t ing 

t r ick  had drawn f ish  but  might 

now be a  b i t  chaot ic, I  made 

a  tact ica l  audib le.  Instead o f 

dropping another  r ig  r ight 

back in  the  middle  o f  the  bai t , 

I  t ied  up a  t ight  so l id  bag and 

cast  i t  just  o f f  the  edge o f  the 

spot , f i sh ing for  a  c lever  b i te.

Heavy P lodders  and 

Heartaches : At  6 :30  PM, the 

t rap sprung.  The bobbin  d idn’t 

f ly  to  the  rod top;  instead, i t 

l i f ted  s lowly, de l iberate ly, 

and locked up.

The moment  I  l i f ted  the 

rod, the  b lank doubled over 

and the  compress ion went 

r ight  into  the  butt .  This 

was no smal l  res ident .  A 

heavy, unstoppable, p lodding 

weight  anchored i tse l f  in  the 

deep water.  My heart  was in 

my mouth as  the  l ine  grated 

against  th ick  weed beds . 

I  took  my t ime, breathing 

through the  panic, s lowly 

gain ing inch a f ter  inch o f 

prec ious  l ine.

As the  f ish  f ina l ly  neared 

the  margins  and broke the 
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sur face, the  a f ternoon l ight 

caught  her  s ide.  My jaw hi t 

the  f loor.

I  recognized her  instant ly. 

I t  was  her.“P lease  don’t  pop 

out .  P lease  don’t  lose  th is 

one,” I  repeated l ike  a  mantra . 

The agoniz ing tens ion only 

evaporated when she gave 

one f ina l  ro l l , r ight  over  the 

drawstr ing and into  the  sa fety 

o f  the  mesh.

Front  Cover  Mater ia l : L i f t ing 

her  onto  the  unhooking mat , 

the  sheer, majest ic  beauty 

o f  the  f i sh  took my breath 

away.  Every  s ingle  sca le 

was f lawless—a textbook 

specimen, a  prehistor ic-

looking creature, and an 

absolute  uni t  o f  a  carp .

My good  f r i end  Thomas 

R iches  was  on  the  bank  wi th 

me, and  honest ly, I  th ink 

he  was  jus t  as  buzz ing  as  I 

was .  See ing  her  sa fe ly  on  the 
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mat , any  remain ing  ang l ing 

composure  went  comple te ly 

out  the  window.  The  two 

o f  us  were  jumping  a round 

the  swim l i ke  abso lu te 

schoo lk ids , cheer ing  in to  the 

a f te rnoon  a i r.

We  n a i l e d  t h e  p h o t o g r a p h y, 

s l i p p e d  h e r  s a f e l y  b a c k  i n t o 
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Another brilliant day on the bank 
with our young anglers with Reel Healing! 
Yesterday’s carp session was packed with 
action, smiles, and plenty of fish on the 
bank! It’s amazing to see the confidence and 
skills of these young anglers growing every 
week. From learning how to safely handle 
fish to landing some fantastic carp, every 
session is another step forward. Fishing is 
about so much more than catching fish—
it’s about patience, teamwork, respect for 
nature, building confidence, and making 
lifelong memories.

If you’d like your child to get 
involved in our sessions, we’d love to 
hear from you. Whether they’re complete 
beginners or already enjoy fishing, everyone 
is welcome. Just send us a message for more 
information and upcoming session dates. 
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It is with great sadness that the Tubemonkeys Team shares 
the heartbreaking news of the passing of one of the greatest 
gentlemen we have ever had the privilege to know,
Mr Lane Chittenden.
We have lost a dear friend, a valued member of our team, and 
someone who will  be deeply missed by everyone who knew him. 
Our thoughts and heartfelt condolences are with Lane’s wife, 
Tina, and all  of his family during this incredibly difficult time. 
Please bear with us over the next few days as we come to terms 
with this devastating loss. Thank you for your understanding.
“Rest easy, Lane. You’ll  always be part of the Tubemonkeys 
family

LANE
CHATENDEN RIP
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Our Get Fishing sessions are designed for children who are new 
to angling or want to build confidence and learn the basics in a 
fun, safe, and supportive environment.
From setting up a rod and tying knots to safely handling fish, 
casting, and water safety, our qualified coaches guide every young 
angler step by step. Along the way, they can work towards their 
Get Fishing Awards, celebrating their progress and achievements.
It’s about so much more than catching fish—it’s about building 
confidence, making new friends, spending time outdoors, and 
creating memories that last a lifetime. All equipment is provided, 
so there’s no need to own any fishing gear—just come along and 
give it a try!
If you’d like your child to get involved, send us a message to find 
out more about our upcoming Get Fishing sessions. We’d love to 
welcome you to the bank! 

R E E L  H E A L I N G  P R I M A L 
M E N TA L I T Y
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The Carp Society Junior Carp 

Camp 2026 – Limited Spaces 

Available! 

We’ve got a rare opportunity for 

young anglers aged 12–16!

A small number of places have 

become available for this year’s 

Carp Society Junior Carp Camp 

– and they won’t hang around 

for long.

Junior Carp Camp 2026 

Dates: Saturday 25 July – 

Tuesday 28 July 2026

Ages: 12–16 years old (at the 

https://www.instagram.com/nextgen.carper/
https://www.instagram.com/nextgen.carper/
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E D D I E  L U C I A  R I P  B Y 
M AT H E W  H A R T

A total  of  20 students from the College’s Level  3 Land & Wildlife 
and Agriculture Diploma courses took part in a day of  practical 
learning at  the College’s impressive onsite f ish farm and lakes.
A further eight students attended a follow-up visit  to Embryo’s 
Baston fishery near Peterborough.  The project offered students 
a rare opportunity to work directly within a professional f ishery 
environment and gain real  insight into the industry.
This fantastic learning event was captured in a new fi lm 
that brings the students work in f isheries management and 
conservation to l i fe .  Produced for the Embryo YouTube channel , 
the f i lm follows the full  journey of  f ish from rearing through to 
stocking,  highlighting the strong connection between Embryo 
and Shuttleworth College.
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CARP CHAT
The film begins at the College’s fish farm, where students took 
part in netting ponds and learning the foundations of fish 
husbandry, before progressing to real-world experiences at 
Embryo’s Baston site.
Neil Sampson, Land and Wildlife Technician at Shuttleworth 
College, said:
“It’s real industry experience. They’re out there getting wet, 
getting cold and fully involved in the work. The students 
absolutely love it and don’t stop talking about the experience 
for weeks afterwards.”
“Without partners like Embryo, they simply wouldn’t get 
these opportunities as regularly. It’s been fantastic to see the 
partnership grow over the past five years, and long may it 
continue.”
The partnership forms part of Shuttleworth College’s ongoing 
work with Embryo Angling, part of the wider Korda Group, 
which includes providing a growing-on facility for fish supplied 
to the Shuttleworth Fish Farm and giving students direct access 
to industry expertise.
Matt Pettitt , Director of Embryo Angling Habitats, said: “This 
project is something we are very proud of, creating meaningful 
real-world opportunities for education and engagement. Working 
with Shuttleworth College is a great example of how we can support 
both the environment and future careers within the industry.”
The film concludes by showcasing the finished fishery and what 
it offers to visiting anglers, demonstrating the full  journey 
from fish rearing through to stocking and sustainable fishery 
management.
The film is now available to watch on the Embryo YouTube 
channel
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ATOMIC
ZIG KITS

A t o m i c  Z i g  K i t s  a r e  a  g r e a t  w a y  g e t t i n g  k i t t e d  u p  f o r 
z i g  f i s h i n g .  S u p p l i e d  w i t h  3  p i p e s  o f  h i g h  d e n s i t y  s u p e r 
b u o y a n t  f o a m ,  6  a l i g n e r s  f o r  y o u r  h o o k s  &  a  l o a d e r  t o o l . 
A l l  y o u  n e e d  t o  a d d  i s  a  h o o k  a n d  s o m e  z i g  l i n e .  I f  y o u 
a r e  l o o k i n g  t o  r e a l l y  j a z z  u p  y o u r  z i g s  t h e n  t h e  # Z i g B u g 
r a n g e  i s  p e r f e c t  f o r  t h i s .  m u l t i p l e  a l i g n e r  o p t i o n s 
a n d  c o l o u r w a y s  t o  m i x  a n d  m a t c h  i n c l u d i n g  o u r  N E W 
# N i t e G l o w  o p t i o n s .

E v e r y t h i n g  y o u  c o u l d  n e e d  i n  y o u r  # Z i g F i s h i n g  i s 
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a v a i l a b l e  f r o m  t h e  # A t o m i c Ta c k l e  r a n g e .  M o r e  i m p o r t a n t l y, 
e n d  t a c k l e  c o m p o n e n t s  d e s i g n e d  a t  a n  e x t r e m e l y  h i g h 
l e v e l  t o  h e l p  y o u  c a t c h  m o r e  f i s h !

W h e t h e r  y o u  a r e  a n  e x p e r i e n c e d  Z i g  a n g l e r  o r  j u s t 
s t a r t i n g  o u t ,  We  h a v e  e v e r y t h i n g  y o u  c o u l d  p o s s i b l y 
n e e d !  a s w e l  a s  s o m e  g r e a t  i n f o r m a t i v e  m e d i a  o v e r  o n  o u r 
Yo u T u b e  c h a n n e l  # A t o m i c Ta c k l e T V

• RRP £4.99
• www.atomictackle .co .uk
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Carp Scene

The next generation f loating nylon headline for the serious 

carp f isherman. Made of ultra-soft Japanese nylon.  Micro-air 

bubbles each 25 cm for real  propulsion. Perfect for zig, dober 

and surface f ishing.  Very unnoticeable underwater thanks to 

two-tone brown color.   Maximum control , throwing accuracy 

and sensitivity. 

Rize combines finesse, control, and performance in one 

innovative headline. Available in 150m  spools in 0,30 mm / 12lb.

• RRP: £7.00

• www.pbproducts.co.uk

PB PRODUCTS
RIZE ZIG LINE
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Are you Dipping this  summer? The Dedicated Smart  Dips 
combine the food source f lavours used in  our Dedicated Freezer 
Bait  and Shelf  Li fe  range of  boi l ies  with the act ive elements 
of  Smart  Liquids –  the result ,  a  thick dip designed to  coat 
and enhance your hookbait  with the ult imate in  intel l igent 
attract ion!
•  RRP:  £11.99
• www.mainl ine-baits .com

MAINLINE BAIT  
SMART DIPS
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SHARP TACKLE
SNAG MONKEY

Sharp have combined snag ears with a monkey cl imber 

to produce their  Snag Monkey Indicators.  These virtual ly 

e l iminate wind af fects.

Featuring 3k carbon ears that  can be adjusted or  t r immed 

to your needs.  There are 2 arm lengths.and a threaded col lar 

system to remove the Snag Monkey for  t ransportat ion.  The 

monkey bodies feature a 3x15mm isotope s lot  and can take an 

internal  10g weight.  Avai lable in black, white, red, blue and 

green

• RRP: £39.00 each

• www.sharptackle.co.uk





NEMO, NEMO, 
TEMPLETEMPLE

BURY HILLBURY HILL

JON BOTTING

After  a  gruel l ing f irst  season back in  2017,  last  year  I  started 
to  work i t  a l l  out ,  catching al l  of  the A-team.  I  only  had Nemo, 
the lake’s  biggest  f ish ,  to  snag.  On the fourth session back, 
condit ions looked perfect  with big  winds pushing r ight  into 
the corner of  the lake where I  decided to  set  the traps.  I  found 
numbers of  the lake’s  decent  residents  deep in  the pads,  and 
I  waded along the margin,  placing the r ig  on a  c lear  patch I ’d 
found,  and baited heavi ly  and waited.  This  was about  3  o’c lock 
on the Friday afternoon,  and I  left  i t  unti l  I  baited again at 
3am.  At  9 .30am,  I  had a  couple  of  bleeps on the Nevi l le ,  and 
the rod arced round –  I  was in!  After  an incredible  batt le 
of  40 minutes ,  I  was buzzing to  see i t  was Nemo in my net , 
weighing in  at  45lb 1oz and caught  on A2 baits  CT over chops 
and partic les .  Job done!
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ZIGSZIGS
FOR FOR 

PIGSPIGS

JON COLLINS

I  decided to  go for  a  day session and that  I  would f ish zigs , 
as  I  was down the previous day and new they were up in  the 
layers .  After  marking al l  three rods and the Spomb to the 
same distance,  I  went  about  making my f irst  cast ,  only  for 
my t ip  to  crack off  some how.  After  f ive  minutes  of  anger,  I 
managed to  calm myself  down.  Next  I  began putt ing out  my 
sloppy spod mix,  which consisted of  garl ic  hemp,  2mm hemp 
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pellet ,  porridge oats ,  sweetcorn soaked in  Isotonic  Goo,  dog 
biscuits ,  which I  turned to  dust ,  and about  3kg of  Maxinut 
boi l ies ,  which I  had crushed up the night  before . 

30 minutes  later,  I  had a  drop back,  so  I  picked the rod up 
and l i f ted into to  i t  –  f ish on!  After  a  nervous batt le  playing 
the f ish on a  18ft  r ig ,  I  s l ipped i t  in  the net .  I  looked into 
the net  and thought  to  myself ,  look at  the s ize  of  those 
shoulders!  I  quickly  asked my mate and bait  supplier  i f  he 
would do some pics  for  me,  which he said yes  to .  Once in 
my swim,  I  l i f ted the f ish out  of  the water  and my mate said , 
“What ’s  your PB?”  I  repl ied,  “34lb 4oz.”  He then repl ied, 
“You’ve def initely  beat  that!”  I  weighed i t ,  and at  40lb 12oz, 
I  was over  the moon.  A few pics  were then taken,  and then I 
released i t .  That  was al l  for  me for  the day… 

Unti l  next  t ime,  t ight  l ines!
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FURZEBURYFURZEBURY
PART 2PART 2

JORDON MARSH

Well ,  i t  a l l  started on the 9 th of  January when my fr iend and 
I  planned a  48-hour session on Is land Lake at  Furzebray Lakes 
in  South Molton!  That  week I  was counting down the days and 
preparing my f ishing gear!  The 16 th of  January couldn’t  have 
come around any quicker.  We left  Bude at  the crack of  dawn and 
were on the way to  Furzebray Lakes!  We arrived at  Furzebray 
at  7:30am and had a  walk around the venue.  Is land Lake i tsel f 
is  only  three acres  with ten swims on the lake!  There are a 
maximum of  seven anglers  on the lake at  a  t ime,  so  there are 
good swim options! 

Around the lake you have white  marker posts  to  your left , 
and to  your r ight  are your f ishing boundaries .  I  decided to  go 
in  the Inlet  swim because there were signs of  carp around the 
area and there’s  an is land.  As  we al l  know,  carp l ike swimming 
around is lands.  I  had three casts  with my new Kodex KX-i  carp 
rods with a  bare lead towards the is land and found a  cracking 
feature –  a  gravel  bar  –  so I  decided to  place my right  rod off  the 
back of  i t !  The middle  rod I  placed towards the far  margin off 
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the marginal  shelf  and the left  rod against  the far  margin t ight 
to  a  reedy corner.  On al l  of  my rigs  I  had a  Monster  Ice  coated 
wafter  and a  PVA st ick with crushed and crumbed Monster  Ice 
boi l ies  to  protect  the hook points .  The r igs  I  was using are my 
go-to blowback rigs ,  consist ing of  15lb Micro Strip hooklink, 
a  r ig  r ing,  a  s ize  4  Genomic Wide Gape hook and a  l ine al igner. 
I  scattered 20 Monster  Ice  boi l ies  over  each of  the spots ,  and 
that  was my traps set! 

As  the dayl ight  faded away and the night  drew in ,  there was 
a  lot  of  f ish act ivity  around the lake.  There were f ish rol l ing 
and bubbling al l  over  the place ,  and that  put  my confidence 
r ight  up!  From 10pm and al l  through the night ,  I  was gett ing 
l iners  on my right  and left  rod!  At  1:30am,  my receiver  let  out 
a  load of  bleeps,  so  I  put  my shoes on quickly  and checked the 
rods.  Litt le  did I  know I  was in ,  and the f ish was s lowly kit ing 
to  the r ight .  I  picked the rod up and started playing this  f ish . 
For  a  minute ,  I  thought  I ’d  lost  i t ,  as  I  was just  reel ing l ine in! 
Al l  of  a  sudden i t  was underneath the rod t ip  and darted off 
again!  I t  looked a  good f ish ,  so  I  was playing i t  with caution! 
After  a  ten-minute batt le ,  the carp surfaced,  and into the net 
i t  went .  I  rang my fr iend who was in  the Lawn swim,  and he 
quickly  popped over to  take photos and weigh i t !  The culprit 
that  s l ipped up weighed 21lb 12oz.  After  I  released that  f ish , 
I  got  the rod straight  back out  on the spot  immediately!  The 
rest  of  the night  was uneventful ,  but  I  was very pleased to 
have bagged my f irst  f ish from Furzebray. 

The morning came around,  but  there was no more act ion! 
I  left  the rods out  unti l  about  11am and brought  them in to 
put  fresh baits  on!  I  left  the rods in  for  ten minutes  and had 
a  walk around the lake to  see i f  anyone had caught  anything! 
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No one else  had caught  anything,  so  I  walked back to  my swim 
to cast  the rods back out .  The rods went  back out  on the same 
area,  but  unfortunately  i t  was uneventful  through out  the day 
and the night .  I  woke up on the last  day at  9am and had a  look 
out  at  the lake to  Swim Ten and saw some guy playing a  f ish! 
I  grabbed my receiver  and wandered around there… As I  got 
around there,  i t  seemed he had a  good f ish on,  so  I  stayed 
there to  watch him land i t !  After  a  20-minute f ight ,  the f ish 
f inal ly  went  into the net  and the pressure was off  for  him! 
He weighed the f ish ,  and i t  went  31lb 2oz.  As  he retained the 
f ish in  the margin,  my receiver  let  out  a  few single  bleeps,  so 
I  started to  run back around to  my swim.

As I  was getting closer to my swim, the bleeps on the receiver 
started turning in to a run,  and before I  knew it ,  I  was in!  I  got 
to my swim to see that my island rod was away,  and l ine was 
peeling off  the spool .  As soon as I  picked up the rod,  I  knew it 
was a decent f ish!  It  was really slow and felt  reasonably heavy. 
I  kept the rod high to get the fish over the gravel  bar,  but it 
had other intentions!  I  could tell  straight away it  was trying to 
snap me up on the gravel  bar!  I  felt  the l ine grating along the 
bar,  and that was a really hairy moment ,  but it  certainly put 
the new Kodex K-Pulse l ine to the test!  I  kept the rod high,  and 
with constant pressure,  the f ish eventually came over the bar! 

To the r ight  of  the is land,  there is  an old tree stump that 
comes out  of  the water.  The f ish tr ied taking me around the 
tree stump,  but  I  managed to  turn her  away from it .  She swam 
back up towards me and rol led on the surface r ight  in  front 
of  me.  I  had the shakes then,  as  i t  looked a  real ly  decent  f ish , 
so  I  concentrated on landing i t .  She darted off  back towards 
the is land,  but  I  wasn’t  lett ing her  go anywhere near that 
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gravel  bar  again!  I  was playing i t  with real  care for  another 
f ive  minutes ,  and f inal ly  she surfaced and went  straight  in 
the net .  I  rang my fr iend Chris  up to  come and help me with 
the weighing and photos ,  and up he came!  I  unhooked her in 
the net  and exchanged her  over to  the retention s l ing.  Before 
I  l i f ted her  out  the water,  I  checked i f  her  pectoral  f ins  were 
al l  tucked in  and she was ready to  l i f t .  At  the beginning of 
this  year,  I  set  myself  a  target  to  break my personal  best  and 
catch a  30lb carp.  One of  the f irst  things that  popped into my 
mind when I  l i f ted her  out  of  the water  was that  she could be a 
30lb-plus  f ish .  We hoisted her  up on the scales ,  and she went 
30lb 4oz!  Get  in!  My chal lenge of  the year  was complete… and 
in  January.
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STONEACRESSTONEACRES
MARK COOKSON

BI  ar r ived  at  S toneacres  at  f i rst  l i ght  Tuesday  morn ing  af ter 
the  bank  ho l iday  weekend to  f ind  the  lake  busy.   A f ter  a  lap 
of  the  lake ,  I  then  dec ided  to  set  up  in  a  swim ca l led  B ig  Po int 
af ter  spott ing  a  not iceab le  amount  of  f i sh  act iv i ty  near  the 
v ic in i ty.   With  th i s  t r ip  on ly  be ing  a  48-hour  sess ion  I  thought 
not  to  use  the  boat  on  th i s  occas ion  and  stay  mobi le  and  fo l low 
the  f i sh . 
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The weather  was due to  change for  the better  after  a  b l ister ing 

hot  weekend with a  drop in  pressure and south wester l ies  arr iv ing 
at  some point  in  the afternoon.  After  f inding some areas  to  f i sh 
for  the upcoming night  us ing a  few casts  with  a  bare lead,  I  was 
soon doing more laps  of  the lake and c l imbing trees  on the lookout 
for  any s igns  of  feeding f ish,  eventual ly  f inding a  group of  them 
r ight  on the end of  the warm south wester ly,  quite  textbook on 
big  gravel  p i ts  real ly.  I  approached them with a  s ingle  yel low 
s ingle  S ignature pop-up,  surpr is ingly  not  spooking them as  I 
lowered my r ig  in .  These Stoneacres  carp are  very  f in icky  –  one 
s l ight  wrong move and they wi l l  be gone. 

S tand ing  back  beh ind  th i s  t ree  wi th  my eyes  pee led ,  what 
I  saw nex t  was  tota l l y  mind  b lowing .  I  p i cked  out  the  No.  9 
Bus  wi th  a  common that  looked  around low 30  patro l l ing  the 
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marg in ,  l i tera l l y  tak ing  i t  in  turns  at  what  I  thought  looked  l i ke 
one  of  them was  go ing  to  p ick  the  hookba i t  instant ly.  A  couple 
o f  hours  passed  and  they  sussed  out  whether  i t  was  a  t rap  or 
not .  I  found them hover ing  over  my  r ig  and  then  t r y ing  to  move 
or  tang le  i t  w i th  the i r  ta i l  and  f ins ,  which  they  d id ,  and  then  in 
a  f lash  they  had  d i sappeared,  and  my chance  had  gone.  Walk ing 
back  to  my peg ,  fee l ing  defeated  but  determined  not  to  g ive 
up ,  I  knew i f  they  came back  aga in  tomorrow I  had  to  tweak  a 
few th ings ,  so  I  star ted  wi th  scatter ing  16mm and 20mm Kr i l l 
a long  the  marg ins .  The  n ight  passed  wi th  noth ing  more  than  a 
couple  o f  tench

Around ha l f  f i ve ,  I  f l i cked  the  kett le  on ,  watch ing  out  across 
the  lake  th ink ing  of  what  happened the  prev ious  day.  B i te 
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t ime had  passed,  so  I  qu ick ly  wound in  and  then  found myse l f 
search ing  for  those  e lus ive  S toneacres  carp .  Go ing  back  to  the 
area ,  I  t r ied  to  pursue  one  the  day  before .  Noth ing  much  was 
occurr ing ,  but  I  d id  not ice  the  f i sh  were  more  off  the  wind  now, 
twenty  to  th i r ty  yards  say.  Th i s  t ime,  instead  of  us ing  a  br ight 
pop-up,  I  swi tched  to  a  Kr i l l  waf ter  and  p laced  i t  per fect ly  on 
th i s  l i t t le  grave l  patch  whi le  noth ing  was  there .  Instead  of 
stand ing  up  t r y ing  to  watch  them take  my hookba i t  mess ing 
wi th  my bra in ,  I  dec ided  to  s i t  back  and  pat ient ly  wa i t . 

About  an  hour  passed,  and  out  o f  the  b lue  my rod  went  into 
mel tdown.  My heart  raced  as  I  qu ick ly  jumped up  to  grab  my 
rod,  the  carp  st r ipp ing  50/60  yards  o f  l ine  go ing  lef t  towards 
some overhang ing  t rees ,  so  I  went  st ra ight  in  the  lake  wi th  no 
hes i tat ion .  Af ter  a  ten-minute  batt le ,  which  fe l t  l i ke  a  hour,  I 
got  the  f i sh  about  twenty  yards  away  f rom the  bank .  I t  head 
and  ta i led ,  t r y ing  ever y th ing  to  d i tch  the  r ig .  I t  looked  b ig ,  and 
I  saw i t s  heav i ly  p lated  sca les ,  and  then  I  knew which  f i sh  th i s 
was .  S tay ing  ca lm,  I  s lowly  wa lked  out  fur ther  in  the  lake ,  as 
now the  f i sh ’s  head  was  up ,  and  i t  looked  ready  for  the  net .  At 
the  f i rst  t ime of  ask ing ,  i t  went  over  the  cord  _  GET  IN!

As  looked  down,  i t  took  my breath  away.  There  was  the  No.  9 
Bus!  I  cou ldn ’ t  be l ieve  i t ,  a f ter  coming  c lose  to  catch ing  i t  the 
day  before .  A  qu ick  phone ca l l  to  Myles ,  who informed Dan,  he 
was  soon  round wi th  Scott  and  Pete  to  g ive  me hand and  take 
some r id icu lous ly  good photos .  I t  t ipped  the  sca les  at  43 lb  4oz 
and  was  a  new PB  for  me just  to  put  the  i c ing  on  the  cake .  I t 
was  t ime to  get  her  back ,  so  we took  a  couple  o f  water  shots , 
and  I  got  a  t rad i t iona l  L inch  soak ing .  I  watched  her  dr i f t  o f f 
into  the  depths  to  f ight  aga in  and  make  somebody  e l se ’s  dream 
come t rue . 
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MICHAEL WEBB

A couple  of  years  ago,  I  was offered a  t icket  for  the Manor,  a 
wel l -known circuit  water  in  Essex.  Over the years ,  from being 
a  youngster,  I  have seen numerous photos in  the magazines of 
f ish that  one day I  hoped I  would have a  chance to  have in  my 
album – some well  known carp that  are part  of  the Manor’s 
history such as  Stel la ,  the Northern Linear,  The Anchor and 
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the Bream to name a  few.  The lake holds an incredible  stock, 
which currently  is  in  the region of  25 40s and three 50s.

On the 14 th February,  I  had two nights  planned,  arriving at 
the lake just  before f irst  l ight  to  f ind I  had the lake to  myself 
–  a  rare thing,  but  I  certainly  wasn’t  going to  complain.  I  set 
of f  for  a  couple  of  laps in  the hope that  something might  give 
me a  c lue as  to  their  location.  I  have tr ied to  do the odd night 
through the winter  to  keep in  touch with the lake.  Things have 
been very quiet  with nothing seen or  caught  s ince the end of 
December.

I  opted to  do my f irst  night  in  a  swim known as  the Garden, 
s i tuated in  the middle  of  the lake.  Three rods were posit ioned 
at  varying depths on Tai ls  Up pop-ups,  two on the St inky 
Squidz,  which have done most  of  my previous captures and 
one on a  trusty yel low pineapple ,  the Solar  Flarez .  I  scattered 
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December.

I  opted to  do my f irst  night  in  a  swim known as  the Garden, 
s i tuated in  the middle  of  the lake.  Three rods were posit ioned 
at  varying depths on Tai ls  Up pop-ups,  two on the St inky 
Squidz,  which have done most  of  my previous captures and 
one on a  trusty yel low pineapple ,  the Solar  Flarez .  I  scattered 
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around 10-15 baits  over each,  my usual  mix of  the Pro Marine 
and the Pro Seed.  The night  passed uneventful ly,  with nothing 
seen to  go on.

We seem to have escaped a  harsh winter  this  year.  The 
weather has been quite  warm recently  with some good periods 
of  sunshine.  I  had heard through fr iends of  some lake nett ings 
that  had been happening and that  one had been very successful . 
I t  was done on the shal lowest  area of  a  lake,  which is  around 
4ft .  I  decided to  have a  good look in  the corners  of  the Manor… 
maybe they had been holding up in  the shal lower corners  of 
the One or  the End Pads.  I  kept  an eye on these areas ,  but  i t 
didn’t  seem to me that  this  was the r ight  move.

With another mild day forecast  with high pressure,  day temps 
of  14 degrees and eight  hours of  sunshine,  I  decided to  get  on 
the zigs .  I  had a  move to  a  swim known as  the Rope.  This  swim 
gives  access  to  quite  a  lot  of  water  in  comparison to  others . 
I t ’s  an area out  in  the middle  that  the carp love to  spend a  lot 
of  their  t ime in  throughout  the year.  They are often seen here 
away from the angl ing pressure and soaking up the sun.

I  missed a  massive opportunity  last  spring,  which most 
def initely  cost  me f ish .  There were bites  to  be had,  but ,  in 
my stubbornness ,  I  didn’t  get  involved.  The previous year  I 
had done well  f ishing on the bottom and managed to  catch 
consistently.  I  stuck with i t  this  season,  expecting the bites 
would eventual ly  come.  Although I  managed a  few,  the zigs 
outf ished the bottom by far.  Not  only  that ,  but  a  few of  the 
lake’s  tr ickier  residents  s l ipped up once or  twice on the zigs .

I  think the weather played a  massive part  in  the success  of  the 
zigs  last  year.  We seemed to go from a long,  cold winter  with 
the Beast  from The East  in  March to  pretty  much summer l ike 
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temperatures .  With the depths of  the Manor and the current 
water  level  being around 20ft  those upper layers  warmed up 
very quickly,  and the carp made the most  of  i t .  I  had decided at 
the end of  last  year  I  wasn’t  going to  make the same mistake, 
so  I  kitted myself  out  with a  dedicated zig  setup –  three rods 
set  up and ready to  go in  the van i f  needed. 

I  have had some good results  on zigs  over  the years .  I  recal led 
a  t ime on a  lake quite  s imilar  in  topography,  the Top Lake 
on the Cleverley Fisheries  t icket .  I  learnt  a  lot  about  my zig 
f ishing there and enjoyed a  good spel l  of  f ish from late  February 
through to  May.  Depths there were around 16ft  in  the middle , 
and I  was able  to  f ish zigs  straight  of  the lead.  I  began to  get 
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an understanding on the depths and colours ,  which seemed to 
work coming out  of  the winter  in  to  late  spring.

The depths of  the Manor meant  that  I  was going to  get 
used to  the adjustable  zig .  The rods were set  up with 12lb 
Ridgemonkey mono mainl ine to  an adjustable  zig  f loat ,  then a 
3ft  hook l ink to  a  s ize  8  Ridgemonkey straight  point .  Two rods 
had a  small  piece of  black foam,  which had been soaked in  the 
Solar  Flarez bait  spray.  The was other  on a  Black Flyz  small 
dumbbell  pop-up,  again boosted with the bait  spray.

At  this  t ime of  year,  I  have found that  i t ’s  a lways been about 
the middle  third of  the water  column,  so in  18ft ,  I ’d  be looking 
at  exploring the 6-12ft  zone.  With the temperatures and long 
periods of  sunshine we’d had the last  few days and forecast 
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for  the day ahead,  I  had a  feel ing that  the carp just  maybe 
were making the most  of  this .  To start  with,  I  stuck them al l 
out  at  the same depth at  the top of  this  zone and 6ft  under the 
surface.  The plan was to  leave them there for  a  couple  hours 
and then start  to  explore the depths a  l i t t le  more.  Moving into 
spring,  say from Apri l ,  I  would be looking to  be in  the top 
third,  and this  is  when I  have had my best  results ,  anywhere 
from just  under the surface to  4/5ft  under.  The carp are then 
in  depths you can hopeful ly  see from a higher viewpoint .  I 
have found bite  indication to  be very interesting,  with a  s ingle 
bleep 90% of  the t ime meaning that  the hook is  in  a  carp’s 
mouth.  The length of  l ine between the hook and the lead give 
the carp a  lot  of  scope for  movement without  us  even knowing. 

Another member came around for  a  chat ,  and we sat  there 
talking about  what  we thought  was going on.  I  remember 
saying to  him that  I  fe lt  l ike  I  was f ishing for  them today and 
not  spending another night  behind motionless  rods.  For  some 
reason,  I  just  fe lt  confident  and excited to  see what  the day 
held in  store .

I t  was about  three hours after  the rods were put  out  that  I 
had a  s ingle  bleep on the middle  rod.  As  I  glanced over,  the rod 
t ip  bounced on the t ight  l ine ,  and then as  I  walked down,  i t 
did i t  again.  I  l i f ted the rod up and felt  the resistance.  The f ish 
s lowly kited around out  in  the middle ,  and i t  wasn’t  unti l  I  got 
i t  within 20 yards that  i t  real ly  woke up.  The other member 
noticed the act ivity  and came around to  assist .  We caught  a 
gl impse of  the f ish as  i t  rol led under the surface,  and i t  was 
c learly  vis ible  that  i t  was a  big  f ish .  Thoughts  of  a  s ize  8  and 
7lb hook l ink were now playing on my mind,  and the f ish didn’t 
want  to  give in . 
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Final ly,  the f ish turned and was heading straight  towards 

me.  Over the net ,  and i t  was panic  over.  We both looked at 
each other as  we recognised i t  to  be a  f ish known as  Gracie ’s , 
last  out  at  over  50lb.  The chances were that  this  was not  only 
going to  be my f irst  z ig-caught  carp out  of  the Manor but  my 
f irst  ever  UK 50lb’er.

I  got  myself  together,  and we set  about  doing the weighing 
and photos .  Something I  have always l iked about  the other 
members here is  that  they are always there,  happy to  help and 
share the moment with you.  The scales  sett led on 51lb 2oz,  a 
new UK PB,  and in  February!  A massive thanks goes to  Jay for 
doing a  perfect  job on the photos of  a  capture that  I  certainly 
won’t  forget .
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LAKE OFLAKE OF
DREAMSDREAMS

PAUL BENNETT

It  was the first  t ime out this week for me as the lake of  dreams 
finally opened up again,  having been closed for a couple of 
months for spawning.  Now, to say I  was a l itt le bit  excited would 
be a l itt le understated! I  couldn’t  wait  to get another chapter 
underway on the phenomenal Grenville .  I  was all  loaded up, 
bait  prepped and ready for an early start  for the 320-mile round 
trip down the A1 to my piece of  heaven on Earth.  I  arrived 
in good time,  being first  at  the gate,  which is  always a bonus, 
but it  wasn’t  too long before a couple more members arrived. 
Seven o’clock arrived,  and it  was time to make our way to the 
lake as my first  session of  the season began.  After exchanging 
pleasantries with Paul ,  the creator of  Grenville ,  it  was time to 
take a walk and choose our swims.  For no other reason other 
than I  wanted to start  my season from where I  left  it ,  I  opted 
for peg 12… Does l ightning strike twice?
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Well ,  to  say I  was rusty is  putt ing i t  mildly,  but  after  a  few 

minor hiccups and lots  of  leading around,  I  eventual ly  found 
an area that  I  was happy with and proceeded to  introduce a 
good spread of  Mainl ine Hybrid and Essential  Cel l  boi l ies  at 
range.  With two rods on the baited area,  I  opted for  my third 
rod to  be a  rover and placed this  in  my left  hand margin where 
there was a  l ight  covering of  weed over which I  catapulted 
a  l i t t le  bait .  The f irst  night  of  my 72-hour session came and 
went  with nothing to  show for  my efforts  unti l  lunchtime on 
my second day,  when after  a  spirited f ight  and a  weed bed, 
I  f inal ly  s l ipped my net  under my f irst  Grenvi l le  gold of  the 
new season,  and at  37lb 6oz I  couldn’t  be happier.  Photos 
were done,  and i t  was t ime to  introduce a  l i t t le  more bait  to 
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hopeful ly  entice  one or  two more.  I  had to  wait  unti l  the early 
hours for  more act ion,  but  sadly  the weed beat  me this  t ime, 
as  i t  s imply dropped off !  Grrrr!  Don’t  you just  hate  i t  when 
that  happens? I  didn’t  bother putt ing the rod back out  unti l 
the morning. 

The fol lowing day,  more bait  was introduced,  again with no 
further  act ion unti l  the early  hours of  my last  day when my 
middle  rod went  into meltdown,  and again,  after  a  sol id  tussle 
but  thankful ly  no weed this  t ime,  another piece of  Grenvi l le 
gold graced my net ,  certainly  bigger  than the last  one,  and 
at  41lb 12oz i t  wasn’t  a  bad start  to  a  new chapter  on the 
lake of  dreams!  My usual  and ever-faithful  mult i -combi  r igs 
combined with Deception Angling s ize  6  SWG hooks baited 
with my Mainl ine Baits  specials  did the do again… God,  I  love 
this  place .  Well ,  what  can I  say,  as  the lake of  dreams del ivers 
once more for  me? 

On arriving at  the lake of  dreams for  another of  my fortnightly 
sessions,  I  opted to  head to  the shal lowest  part  of  the lake for 
no other reason apart  from the fact  that  there was nobody else 
in  this  area and that  I ’d  managed a  couple  of  f ish out  of  the 
same area on my last  tr ip .  Now I  knew where my spots  were, 
so  i t  was a  s imple case of  start ing where I ’d  left  of f .  Once I ’d 
got  set  up,  i t  was t ime to  introduce some bait  with an init ial 
8kg of  Mainl ine Baits  Hybrid and Essential  Cel l  boi l ies  mixed 
roughly 70/30 in  various s izes  and chops to  my chosen area 
and keeping i t  topped up l i t t le  and often,  working the swim.

The f irst  24 hours came and went  with not  so much as  a 
l iner,  but  then well  into my second day,  I  received my f irst 
pick-up only  to  suffer  the dreaded hook pul l !  Gutted would be 
an understatement ,  but  taking the posit ives  from a negative , 
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i t  was a  pick-up,  so  I  quickly  rebaited the rod and introduced 
more bait ,  and within a  couple  of  hours ,  i t  was away again,  but 
again I  suffered the same outcome!  How unlucky is  that? 

I  got  the rod back in  the hope that  I  could redeem things with 
another chance,  and indeed in  the early  hours of  the fol lowing 
morning,  I  got  my chance,  as  my right  hand rod melted away. 
Fol lowing a  spirited f ight ,  I  f inal ly  had a  carp in  my net ,  a 
lovely  scaly  at  that ,  going 27lb 8oz!  Needless  to  say,  I  was 
very happy,  as  i t ’s  a lways nice  to  get  of f  the mark,  especial ly 
having lost  a  couple  earl ier  in  the session. 

With no further act ion,  more bait  was introduced at  f irst 
l ight ,  and then midmorning,  out  of  the blue so to  speak,  my 
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left  hand rod screamed into act ion.  Now this  was a  di f ferent 
beast ,  as  i t  took l ine off  a  t ight  c lutch on several  powerful 
runs,  doing i ts  level  best  to  get  into the weed.  However,  with 
steady pressure,  I  was able  to  gain the upper hand and got  my 
f irst  gl impse of  a  very nice  common,  but  i t  was by no means 
ready for  the net  just  yet ,  as  i t  tr ied in  vain to  get  into the 
marginal  reeds,  but  again with steady pressure,  I  soon had i t 
in  the net .

On closer  inspection,  i t  was a  good f ish ,  easi ly  a  thirty,  I  was 
thinking,  and so i t  proved to  be,  as  she went  36lb 9oz on the 
scales ,  which signal led a  new UK PB for  me and a  stunning bar 
of  Grenvi l le  gold.  I  went  on to  net  another scaly  of  25lb 2oz, 
and yet  again the lake of  dreams had del ivered with another 
fabulous session ful l  of  highs ,  lows,  spectacular  sunrises  and 
another special  moment . 
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THE  RIVERSTHE  RIVERS
OF FRANCEOF FRANCE

STEVE BRIGGS

The rivers  of  the world are r ightly  regarded as  the f inal 
frontiers  of  carp f ishing.  We al l  know they hold big  carp but 
there is  st i l l  so  much mystery about  that  style  of  f ishing and 
relat ively  few people  ever  real ly  take up the chal lenge.  The 
French rivers  are perhaps the most  highly  regarded of  a l l  and 
they have a  history of  turning up some real  surprises ,  but  when 
i t  comes to  expert  knowledge i t  is  very thin on the ground. 
I ’m not  going to  try  and kid anyone in  to  thinking that  I ’m 
any sort  of  authority  on the subject  but  over  the years  I  have 
acquired a  fair  bit  of  information on various r ivers  running 
through France even though I ’ l l  admit  that  as  much as  I  l ike 
the thought  of  f ishing them,  I ’ve  never real ly  given rivers  the 
t ime and effort  that  they deserve.
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 It ’s  only when you start  to l ist  the French rivers that you 

start  to realize just how many there are!  Of course we all  know 
the big ones such as the Seine and the Rhone but really there 
are enough to keep anyone going for a l i fetime.  They don’t  have 
to be big rivers either,  smaller ones l ike the Sarthe or the Cher 
all  hold carp – in fact  the majority of  French rivers will  hold 
carp of  some description,  many of  which rarely get f ished for.

 The r ivers  remain general ly  unpressured for  good reasons, 
they can be very dif f icult  unless  you have good knowledge 
and the f ish can be very mobile .  Location is  obviously  very 
important  and i t  would be very unwise just  to  turn up on the 
banks of  any r iver  and just  expect  to  catch –  as  the chances 
are you wont!  This  obviously  puts  many people  off  but  the 
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fact  remains that  the rewards are there to  be caught  i f  you 
are prepared to  work for  them.  Rivers  of  course carry moving 
water  and condit ions can change very quickly  making them 
very unpredictable .  Low water  can put  the f ish off  feeding 
whereas high water  levels  can make f ishing very dif f icult  so 
t iming can be very important . 

 Features will  vary greatly but where rivers join,  where boats 
are moored,  barrages,  industrial  areas with warm water outlets 
and areas that vary in depth or f low are all  worth investigating. 
Many people approach river f ishing by baiting well  in advance 
and that is  one thing which makes it  very diff icult  for the 
travelling angler when time is  restricted.  It ’s  fair  to say that 
for much of  the time you need to look for sections of  river that 
hold carp rather than just individual swims,  but baiting over 
a period of  days or even weeks is  a way of  getting the fish 
to regularly visit  the spots you intend to f ish.  Most river carp 
are opportunist  feeders and will  take a wide variety of  baits . 
Boilies and pellets will  work most times even when the fish 
haven’t  seen them before,  but maize is  the most fail-safe bait  of 
the lot  and of  course it  is  also very cheap and I  would certainly 
use maize as the bulk of  my feed when baiting up along with a 
sprinkling of  any other bait  you intend to use. 

 Rules  and regulat ions need to  be checked f irst  as  although 
most  r ivers  appear to  be almost  deserted at  t imes,  they are 
normally  control led quite  strict ly  by the French authorit ies . 
Many sections wont  al low night  f ishing,  whereas others  wil l 
have al located night  f ishing areas .  Of  course the f ish could 
be anywhere so I  wouldn’t  just  look at  the night  sect ions as 
I ’ve  often found that  r iver  carp are more day feeders  than 
anything –  but  that  can vary so homework needs to  be done 
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in  advance.  Al l  of  the public  stretches of  r iver  wil l  require a 
national  permit ,  or  Carte-de-Peche.  They wil l  cost  somewhere 
around €130 for  a  yearly  version but  often shorter  versions 
are avai lable  which cost  less . 

 When talking about  tackle ,  strong and durable  is  the 
way forward.  Of  course r ivers  wil l  vary greatly  in  s ize  and 
condit ions so i t ’s  impossible  to  give proper advice which wil l 
cover al l  events .  But  in  general  there wil l  be snags ,  mussel-
strewn ledges as  wel l  as  the f low itsel f  to  contend with and 
so i t  would be foolhardy to  go in  with tackle  that  is  too l ight . 
Strong braid is  a  rel iable  mainl ine but  there are t imes such 
as  when f ishing across  a  strong f low that  i t  works against  you 
having near zero stretch.  I t  would st i l l  be  my f irst  choice in 
most  cases  though.  Big  leads may be needed to  hold bottom i f 
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the f low is  strong enough and I  would certainly  go for  fairly 
large hooks of  s ize  4  and upwards. 

 The type of  r iver  you want  to  f ish wil l  vary greatly  and 
wil l  depend on a  lot  of  things .  For  some people  the thri l l  of 
f ishing a  t iny r iver  and catching completely  virgin f ish wil l 
be their  driving force ,  while  for  others  i t  wil l  be  the buzz of 
tackl ing one of  the huge waterways with no idea what  wil l 
pick their  bait  up next  –  on many rivers  there is  the potential 
for  something t iny or  indeed of  record-breaking proportions 
and so the best  thing is  to  go through some of  the options and 
a  l i t t le  bit  of  what  they have to  offer.

River Seine
I ’ l l  start  with what  is  obviously  the most  famous of  a l l  the 

French rivers .  The Seine is  the second longest  French river 
after  the Loire .  I t  r ises  18 miles  (30 ki lometres)  northwest 
of  Di jon and f lows in  a  northwesterly  direct ion through Paris 
before emptying into the Engl ish Channel  at  Le Havre.  The r iver 
is  485 miles  (780 ki lometres)  long and with i ts  tr ibutaries 
drains  an area of  about  30,400 square miles  (78,700 square 
ki lometres) .   

 Carp can be found virtual ly  through i ts  entire  length but  i t 
is  the areas around Paris  which attract  most  of  the attention. 
I t  was the sect ion where the River  Yonne joins  the Seine where 
the worlds f irst  80lb carp was landed by Marcel  Rouviere 
back in  the early  1980’s  and although there have been some 
reservations about  the weight  of  that  f ish ,  there’s  no doubt 
i t  was a  huge f ish for  the t ime.  The areas of  Fontainebleau 
and Montereau have always been very popular,  especial ly  with 
many Brit ish anglers  from the late  1980’s . 

 In  more recent  years  i t  is  the centre of  Paris  which has 
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real ly  been producing numbers of  big  f ish .  I t  has  produced a 
whole new group of  urban carpers  who are prepared to  put  up 
with the hustle  and bustle  of  c i ty  l i fe  in  order to  get  their  big 
carp f ix .  For  many the big  prize  is  to  get  a  trophy shot  with 
the Eif fel  Tower in  the background!  Fishing can be dif f icult 
and night  f ishing may be restricted but  some people  have got 
around that  by renting house boats  and f ishing from them.  My 
good fr iend Xavier  Paolozzi  has  caught  some good Seine carp 
f ishing that  way right  in  the centre of  Paris .

 River Lot
I t  was one of  the f irst  French rivers  to  come to our attention 

when f ished by well -known names such as  Rod Hutchinson and 
Geoff  Shaw.  Cabanac and St .  Geniez D’Olt  have been a  famous 
names ever  s ince those days ,  i t  was never know for  big  carp in 
back then but  i t  did provide plenty of  act ion from mainly  long, 
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lean commons between mid doubles  and mid 20’s .  Of  course 
people  just  aimed for  that  sect ion of  the r iver  without  looking 
further  af ield  but  i t ’s  fair  to  say that  there is  much more to 
the River  Lot  than Cabanac and the r iver  is  actual ly  around 
100 miles  long.  Carp have grown on well  over  the years  and 
also other sect ions are more l ightly-stocked and I ’ve  certainly 
heard reports  and seen pictures  of  f ish weighing more than 
30kg in  recent  years . 

 The r iver  is  a lso a  lot  more accessible  than i t  once was, 
which could be seen as  a  good or  bad thing.  Most  of  the t ime in 
the past  you had to  take to  the boat  to  head off  for  a  quiet  swim 
out  of  the way,  but  now much of  the better  known sections are 
reachable  by car.   The national  rod l icense wil l  cover you for 
most  areas and the many bars  in  the regions may be able  to 
help when it  comes to  night  sect ions and areas for  act ion or 
bigger  f ish .

River Loire
The Loire  is  the longest  r iver  in  France with a  length of  629 

miles  (1 ,012 km).  I t  drains  an area of  45,195 square miles , 
or  more than a  f i f th  of  France’s  land area.  I t  r ises  in  the 
highlands of  the southeastern quarter  of  the Massif  Central 
in  the Cévennes range.  I t  f lows northward for  over  1 ,000 km 
(620 mi)  through Nevers  to  Orléans,  then west  through Tours 
and Nantes  unti l  i t  reaches the Bay of  Biscay (Atlantic  Ocean) 
at  St  Nazaire .  I ts  main tr ibutaries  include the Nièvre,  Maine 
and the Erdre r ivers  on i ts  r ight  bank,  and the Al l ier,  Cher, 
Indre,  Vienne,  and the Sèvre Nantaise  r ivers  to  the left  bank.

 I t  contains  carp throughout  much of  i ts  length although 
the average size  is  said to  be around 20lb,  but  the record stands 
at  over  60lb.  There are legal  night  areas in  some sections, 
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with the most  popular  being Angers  r ight  in  the city  centre . 
Some other good areas include:  c lose to  Deciz ,  Fourchambault 
and Gien.  There are also several  power stat ions which run 
alongside this  r iver,  which can result  in  good winter  act ion.

River Mosselle
The River  Mossel le  is  a  picturesque slow moving r iver  start ing 

i ts  l i fe  at  the base of  the Alps in  Mid Eastern France.  Flowing 
through France and into Germany where i t  joins  forces  with 
the Rhine.  The Loraine region is  famous for  i ts  rol l ing hi l ls 
and meandering waterways.  This  part  of  France is  a  haven 
for  carp f ishing.  During March,  Apri l  and May the r iver  tends 
to  hold more water  due to  the melt ing snow from the Alps 
running into the Mossel le  and on into the Rhine.

 The areas between Thionvi l le  and Nancy are best  known 
for  a  better  stamp of  carp.  Fish of  over  40lbs are fairly  common. 
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The average size  and stock dif fers  between sections,  some 
producing fewer but  bigger  carp,  others  producing a  lot  of 
smaller  carp with the odd better  f ish .  Most  of  the zones have 
one thing in  common in that  they have al l  produced carp over 
55lb!  As  usual  not  al l  areas can be night  f ished,  but  there are 
night  zones both north and south of  Metz .  The areas north of 
Metz  hold plenty of  carp with an average size  of  between 15 
to  30 lbs .  Thionvi l le  is  one place to  check out  as  i t  is  know for 
good catches ,  especial ly  c lose to  the industrial  areas .

 The sections immediately  below Metz are among the best 
sect ions throughout  the Mossel le  with the s luice  at  Ay Sur 
Mossel le  separating the r iver  into two of  the best-known 
stretches .  Immediately  South of  the s luice  the second night 
zone begins ,  approximately  200 yards in  length with widths 
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of  up to  250 yards.  Moving south along the N57 you wil l  come 
to the small  vi l lage of  Corny Sur Mosel le .  Here l ies  a  sect ion 
around 1km long with varying widths .  At  the Southern end, 
the r iver  spl i ts .  This  is  the most  productive swim in the zone 
and some very big  f ish have come from this  swim.  Information 
on these and al l  other night  sect ions can be sought  from the 
Tackle  shops in  Nancy or  Toul . 

 This  r iver  has produced some huge carp in  the past 
including a  78lb mirror  for  Emanuelle  Walt ,  which was 
actual ly  the second biggest  carp from France at  the t ime,  but 
his  account  of  the session sums up how hard river  f ishing can 
be as  he f ished for  40 consecutive nights  and i t  is  the only 
known capture of  that  f ish –  although he did catch others  to 
over 60lb.  There are also stories  of  the Mossel le  producing 
even larger  f ish in  more recent  years  so there might  be more 
surprises  to  come in the future!

River Saone
The River  Saone r ises  southwest  of  Épinal ,  in  the Lorraine 

region,  eastern France.  I t  f lows southward to  join the Rhône 
River  at  Lyon after  a  course of  about  300 miles .  I  guess  most 
people  wil l  f irst  think of  the Saone as  primari ly  a  catf ish r iver 
and while  i t  does produce many and very large cats  through 
the year,  i t  a lso has a  growing reputation as  a  carp water  too. 

 Carp can be caught  through much of  i ts  length,  most  being 
long,  wild  looking commons between 20lb and 30lb,  a l though 
several  over 50lb have been caught  from various sect ions. 
The main areas to  look at  to  begin with are between Macon 
and Lyon and further up around Chalon.  Famous angler  Leon 
Hoogendijk  l ives  in  Chalon and has caught  many good f ish 
from that  area.  He f irmly bel ieves that  the Saone is  capable  of 

STEVE BRIGGS



F R E E L I N E   8 6

producing a  French record or  even a  world record.  In  periods 
of  high water  in  the spring he reports  to  have seen some very 
big  commons which have never been caught!  Many stretches 
are open for  day f ishing only  although some night  areas are 
avai lable .  I  do know that  some anglers  have been successful 
by staying on campsites  bordering the r iver,  bait ing the r iver 
in  the evening and then f ishing during the days .

River Rhone
The Rhône is  505 miles  long and has a  drainage basin of  some 

37,750 square miles .  The course of  the r iver  can be divided 
into three sectors  lying,  respectively,  in  the Alps ,  between the 
Alps and the Jura Mountains and through the latter,  and f inal ly 
running from the city  of  Lyon to  the Mediterranean sea.  The 
r iver  is  mostly  wide and deep and the locks are big .  Large 
ships and cruise  l iners  use the r iver  at  a l l  t imes.  Outside the 
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ships and cruise  l iners  use the r iver  at  a l l  t imes.  Outside the 
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main boat  channel  however,  for  example on the inside of  a 
bend,  depths may reduce dramatical ly  from 15m to 2m. 

 The size  and f low of  the r iver  obviously  makes i t  a  daunting 
prospect  but  undoubtedly there are carp throughout  much of 
the r iver  and some of  them very large.  Although I ’ve  not  f ished 
the Rhone myself  I  know that  some t ime ago Roman Buczynski 
and Sam Rob spent  some t ime on the Rhone in  search of  carp 
and they were successful .  Their  f indings showed that  feeding 
t imes would vary between day and night  depending on the 
sect ion they f ished!  They also found that  the f ish were feeding 
natural ly  on small  food i tems but  using small  baits  was made 
dif f icult  due to  the numbers of  nuisance species ,  especial ly 
chub.  However,  the pair  caught  mirrors  and commons to  over 
40lb.  As  mentioned near the start  of  this  feature,  the sheer 
condit ions of  the r iver  proved to  be very test ing on the tackle 
and strong leaders  had to  be replaced often and heavy leads 
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River Pau
I ’ve  included this  one,  which is  correct ly  cal led the Gave de 

Pau and i t  is  s i tuated right  down in the south west  corner of 
France running through the famous town of  Lourdes.  This  is 
a  fast- f lowing and general ly  shal low river  and more know for 
i ts  trout  and barbel  than i ts  carp.  But  in  the spring of  2014 
the r iver  burst  i ts  banks in  to  an 80 acre lake which borders 
the r iver.  The lake held numbers of  big  carp to  almost  80lb 
and in  the f loods many of  the carp entered the r iver,  including 
most  of  the bigger  ones .  Unti l  now none of  those carp have 
been located but  they are in  the r iver  somewhere and quite 
possibly  they have found a  deeper stretch or  barrage area to 
sett le  and i f  someone could locate  those missing monsters 
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they could be in  for  something special !
In closing
Of course this  feature only  real ly  scratches the surface 

of  French river  carping.  After  al l  these years  there is  st i l l 
relat ively  l i t t le  known about  any of  the r ivers  mentioned,  let 
a lone the lesser-known ones.  But  what  is  for  sure is  that  the 
r ivers  do hold l i teral ly  stacks of  carp for  anyone who has the 
pioneering spirit  to  go and f ind.  I t  requires  a  bit  of  work and 
the f ishing i tsel f  might  not  be easy but  who wouldn’t  want  a 
big  carp from one of  those r ivers  on their  CV? The r ivers  are 
r ightly  cal led the f inal  frontiers  as  they are st i l l  very much 
under-f ished and yet  we al l  know that  they hold carp that  we 
can only  dream of  holding.  Perhaps there wil l  come a  t ime 
when rivers  become the main target  and more becomes known 
about  those waters  and what  they hold.  But  unti l  then they 
wil l  remain the mysterious f lowing waterways that  hide so 
many secrets  and so many big  f ish!
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My Thames love af fair  started eight  years  ago after  gett ing 
bored with match f ishing and the same day t icket  waters .  I 
have always been fascinated with lakes and rivers  ever  s ince 
I  was a  young boy so knew the r iver  was the  chal lenge… and 
what  a  chal lenge i t  was and st i l l  is .  I  started f ishing with my 
mate Dan who was already start ing to  do well .  After  a  few 
sessions,  I  hooked into my f irst  Thames carp.  I  was buzzing – 
i t  went  18lb 4oz on the scales ,  a  common with a  stubbed face . 
Now I  wanted more.  I  ended that  season with one more common 
of  17lb.  Now I  couldn’t  wait  for  the next  season.  The next 
couple  of  seasons I  didn’t  do much,  as  at  the t ime I  didn’t 
drive .  I  did get  three new PBs,  wel l  i f  I  can count  myself  that 
is .  The f irst  was a  26lb mirror,  and the second was from a new 
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spot … and this  is  how I  caught  i t  as  wel l  as  me… 
I  was rowing out  my rig  when i t  came out  of  where i t  was 
stored.  Being about  a  metre off  my spot ,  I  don’t  know why, 
but  I  decided to  put  the r ig  in  my mouth by the swivel .  Well , 
seconds later  I  was hooked,  with my mate holding the rod on 
the other s ide.  I  cut  the l ine ,  rowed back and got  my mate to 
get  ice  from a shop.  I  numbed my mouth and pul led the hook 
through,  as  the micro barbed hook did not  come out  the other 
s ide,  so  i t  had to  come out  of  a  new hole ,  which I  made.  So 
that  was my second PB… or does my mate c laim it?  I  put  on 



F R E E L I N E   9 2

TONY SWEETAPPLE
spot … and this  is  how I  caught  i t  as  wel l  as  me… 
I  was rowing out  my rig  when i t  came out  of  where i t  was 
stored.  Being about  a  metre off  my spot ,  I  don’t  know why, 
but  I  decided to  put  the r ig  in  my mouth by the swivel .  Well , 
seconds later  I  was hooked,  with my mate holding the rod on 
the other s ide.  I  cut  the l ine ,  rowed back and got  my mate to 
get  ice  from a shop.  I  numbed my mouth and pul led the hook 
through,  as  the micro barbed hook did not  come out  the other 
s ide,  so  i t  had to  come out  of  a  new hole ,  which I  made.  So 
that  was my second PB… or does my mate c laim it?  I  put  on 

F R E E L I N E   9 3

STEVE BRIGGS

a new rig  and rowed back out .  A  few hours later  the same 
rod screamed off  with a  new PB common of  21lb 5oz.  I t  was 
def initely  worth the r ig  in  the mouth that  night .
The next  season got  a  lot  better  with eight  carp in  total .  I  got 
my f irst  one two days into the season,  an 18lb 15oz common, 
fol lowed by a  dark 18lb 2oz common.  A couple  of  nights  later, 
I  had a  new PB mirror  topping the scales  at  29lb 7oz.   Now I 
started to  think about  a  Thames 30,  but  as  long as  I  got  one 
in  the net  each season,  I  wasn’t  bothered.  I t  is  a l l  about  that 
moment when the alarm screams,  the reels  go mad and the rod 
is  bent  around,  never knowing what  is  on the end –  the joys  of 
the Thames!  I  a lso had a  PB barbel  that  season at  13lb. 
The fol lowing season,  I  got  my driving l icence,  and I  caught 
s ix  carp:  the biggest  two were 22lb 9oz,  a  common and a  22lb 
12oz mirror.   I t  was at  this  t ime that  I  got  the nickname Thames 
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Tony  from a Facebook page. 
So now on to  the 2017/2018 season.  The f irst  two f ish came 
hours apart ,  the biggest  a  Linear at  28lb 14oz,  a  proper 
stunning f ish .  I  was playing this  f ish around 2.30am and could 
hear  a  car  alarm going off  in  the background.  I  looked around, 
and my mate’s  van was being broken into .  To cut  a  long story 
short ,  he lost  over £1000 worth of  tools ,  so  i t  was hard to  be 
happy that  night . 
After  that  eventful  night ,  I  moved on to  a  new spot  with my 
mate El l iot ,  or  Alkal ine as  I  know him.  He f ishes for  barbel 
but  has  had some decent  carp.  A quick story on Alkal ine:  I 
met  him up the r iver  a  year  before.  The funny thing is  he knew 
my younger brother through pirate  radio and my brother had 
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said that  I  would probably bump into Alkal ine down at  the 
r iver  sometime,  which I  did ,  and now he is  my good mate and 
f ishing partner.  He smashes the barbel  and I  smash the carp 
out .  Happy days . 
Alkal ine t ipped me off  about  a  new spot .  The only  problem was 
i t  was a  two-mile  walk from parking up,  which isn’t  a  problem, 
but  al l  my f ishing is  straight  from work and straight  to  work 
the next  morning with a  30-minute drive .  In  the winter  that 
is  a  long,  dark walk ,  and even worse i f  i t ’s  raining!  The f irst 
night  I  did was two days after  the van tool  robbery.  At  6am 
the rod was off  with a  small ,  o ld  Thames warrior  common of 
13lb 2oz.  A half  hour later  my rod was off  again with another 
old looking carp –  a  snub nosed mirror of  14lb 10oz.  I  had 
four more small  doubles  over  the next  few nights .  After  that  I 
didn’t  f ish for  a  couple  of  weeks,  as  I  was off  to  Jamaica with 
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my f iancée,  Sam. 
Three days after  gett ing back,  I  was on the spot .  About  one 
hour in ,  the f irst  one was in  the net  fol lowed by another a  few 
hours later,  the biggest  going 17lb 2oz.  Over the next  sessions, 
I  was catching every t ime,  the best  weighing 22lb 2oz,  a  crazy 
marble  pattern mirror.  I  a lso had a  13lb 9oz ful ly  scaled mirror. 
I  a lso went  f ishing on my birthday and got  a  birthday present 
from the Thames –  a  wonky-back common of  15lb 2oz.  
A  week on,  I  was back there,  and twenty minutes  later,  I  had 
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a perfect ly  condit ioned 21lb 13oz common.  W in ter  Tha mes 
c a rping  now,  - 1 oC ,  m i d- November,  and  a  couple  of  b lanks 
fo l lowed.  N ow we are  i n  December,  and  I  was  walking  down 
thinking  so m ethi n g  wasn’ t  r ight .  I  got  to  the  spot  and real ised 
that  I  had  forgotten  my  bivvy,  and there  was  no  way t hat  I 
was  going  back  to  get  i t .  A  n ight  under  the  s tars  i t  was .  I t  got 
down to  -2 oC  that  n i ght ,  and  I  got  woken up  to  a  screamer.  The 
f i sh  went  19lb  1 0oz  –  wel l  worth  s taying  that  n ight !  That  was 
a l so  my last  n i ght  o f  the  season ,  as  the  Thames  had started 
to  r ise .  I  f i n ished that  season with  e ighteen carp  –  m y best 
se ason so  far.
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a perfect ly  condit ioned 21lb 13oz common.  W in ter  Tha m es 
carping  now,  -1 oC ,  mid-November,  an d  a  coup le  of  b lanks 
fo l lowed.  Now we are  in  December,  an d  I  was  walking  dow n 
thinking  something  wasn’ t  r ight .  I  got  to  the  sp ot  and real ise d 
that  I  had  forgotten  my bivvy,  and there  was  n o  way tha t  I 
was  going  back  to  get  i t .  A  n ight  under  the  s tars  i t  was .  I t  g ot 
down to  -2 oC  that  n ight ,  and  I  got  woken  up  to  a  screamer.  T he 
f ish  went  19lb  10oz  –  wel l  worth  s tay in g  that  n ight !  That  wa s 
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to  r ise .  I  f in ished that  season with  e i ghteen  car p  –  m y be st 
season so  far.
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The next  season I  got  straight  on my spot  and had two the f irst 
night ,  both commons.  The next  session,  I  had another two-
toned common of  13lb 1oz.  After  a  couple  of  blanks,  I  got  near 
my spot  and found that  i t  was a  camp for  someone who was 
homeless ,  so  I  tr ied somewhere else .  A couple  more walks  up 
there,  and the camp was st i l l  there… I  was gutted,  as  I  knew 
the f ish were there also .  I  had somewhere I  a lways thought 
about  trying,  so  I  thought  I  would give this  a  go,  plus  I  could 
park nearby and gain an extra  hour’s  f ishing before work.  The 
f irst  night  could not  have gone better  considering that  I  had 
not  prebaited.  The rod screamed off ,  and I  was about  to  land 
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i t  when the other rod ripped off .  I  landed the f irst  one,  and 
Alkal ine set  up his  net  and landed the other one for  me.  I t 
was a  brace of  mirrors  of  25lb 7oz and 22lb bang-on.  Three 
days later,  I  was back on my new spot ,  and twenty minutes 
in ,  a  16lb 6oz mirror  was in  my hands.  A few hours later,  I 
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had another brace:  a  22lb 6oz leather and a  26lb 2oz mirror, 
which was properly  dark and scaly.  A  couple  of  days later,  I 
had a  25lb 1oz common. 
The next  session,  a  couple  of  days later,  the rod was off… and I 
mean off .  A  good 25-minute batt le  and the f ish was in  the net .  I 
looked down and thought  this  could be that  Thames 30.  I t  was 
–  31lb 1oz!  I  didn’t  s leep the last  couple  of  hours ,  just  checking 
i t  was okay in  the retainer and buzzing that  I ’d  got  a  Thames 
30.  I  got  another four 20lb-plus  f ish and a  couple  of  doubles 
over as  many sessions.  This  spot  was just  gett ing started.  My 
next  tr ip ,  I  had four:  a  brace in  the evening comprising a  28lb 
7oz common (a  new PB common) and a  23lb 3oz mirror.  Then 
in  the morning the f irst  rod went  off .  I  had the f ish in  the net 
and the other  rod went .  They were –  a  22lb 5oz mirror and a 
21lb 12oz common. 
The next  couple  of  sessions i t  continued:  a  21lb 7oz common, 
a  21lb 2oz mirror,  a  PB Koi  of  15lb 2oz,  a  perfect  ghost  carp 
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of  16lb 13oz,  a  25lb 2oz mirror,  then another brace with a 
15lb 3oz common and a  24lb 14oz snub-nosed mirror.  I  was 
catching every t ime I  went .  My last  session I  did was on the 
1 st of  December.  I  s igned off  with yet  another brace of  20s , 
this  t ime 24lb 12oz and 24lb 6oz.  What  a  season in  total !  I 
had 29 carp,  a l l  di f ferent  f ish ,  with twenty dif ferent  20s and 
my f irst  30.  I  won’t  be forgett ing this  one for  a  while .  Rol l  on 
next  season.  That  is  why I  love the Thames –  the people  you 
meet  and the places  you f ish ,  many a  towpath and car  park, 
f ishing in  -5  and no bivvy,  in  storms when I ’ve  lost  my bivvy – 
the stories  could just  keep going.  Most  people  think I ’m mad.  I 
think I  would be mad not  to  go especial ly  when you can catch 
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a Thames gem,  but  bel ieve me,  i t ’s  not  easy.
I  just  want  go say a  big  thanks to  my dad for  gett ing me into 
f ishing al l  those years  ago.  As  the pun goes ,  you’re  hooked ! 
Also ,  stay safe  out  there,  especial ly  in  the winter.  Good luck 
and t ight  l ines!

STEVE BRIGGSSTEVE BRIGGSTONY SWEETAPPLE
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